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INTRODUCTION
At the request of Kamehameha Schools, Kumupaʻa Cultural Resource Consultants, LLC
conducted cultural resource management research in the moku of Kaʻū, Hawai‘i Island.
The overarching goal of the project was to obtain data that expands our knowledge and
understanding of this disctrict as well as to clarify the nature, diversity, and abundance of
historical and cultural resources in the area.
Based off the success of the previous Wahi Kūpuna Internship Programs (WKIP),
Kamehameha Schools Land Assets Division continued to support and fund the internship
program this summer at their lands in Kaʻū. The overall goal of the WKIP is to increase
the number of Native Hawaiians and kama‘āina in CRM through scientific and cultural
mentoring, education, and field expereinces.
As part of the 2014 WKIP, Kumupaʻa and Huliauapaʻa staff, along with the assistance of
program partners from UH Hilo, Hawaiʻi Communtiy College, and UH Mānoa, trained
one undergraduate student from UH Hilo, one undergraduate student from UH West
Oʻahu, and two students from Hawai‘i Community College in cultural resource
management research and field techniques.
During the program the interns spent one week getting oriented to the ethnohistorical
resources of Kaʻū, one week participating in various huakaʻi and interviews with Kaʻū
kamaʻāina, two weeks conducting archaeological field work at Punaluʻu Ahupuaʻa and
one week conducting research and writing in the classroom at UH Hilo. Along with
learning how to conduct archaeological field and research methods, the interns also
partook in cultural activities, protocols, kūkākūkā sessions, lani-honua-kai observations,
huaka‘i to wahi pana, a community ho‘ike, poster presentations at the 2014 Society for
Hawaiian Archaeology conference, and completed a 5-10 page paper based off of their
summer research projects (see Appendix B). The interns also worked closely with a
number of cultural practitioners, Kaʻū kama‘āina, and professional archaeologists to learn
how to mālama Hawaiʻi’s cultural resources.
This report highlights the work that was conducted and the data gathered during the
internship program. It provides a valuable baseline of information to continue to build on
and refine. In addition, the interns research papers are also included in the appendix of
the report as well as a CD with the interns hoʻike powerpoint presentations.
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NATURAL LANDSCAPE
Project Location
The 2014 Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program (WKIP) took place in the moku of Kaʻū.
Kamehameha Schools owns land in a number of ahupuaʻa in this moku, and the
internship program aimed to learn more about these significant legacies lands. In
particular, the lands that KS owns are in Pākini Nui and Pākini Iki, Puʻuʻeo - Kamāʻoa,
Kīʻao, Kawela, Hionamoa, Pā‘au‘au, Punaluʻu, and lands surrounding Pāhala, including
Mohokea, Moa‘ula, Kopu, Makaka, Palima, Kaʻāpahu, Kanaio, Ka‘ala‘ala, Makakupu,
Pu‘ukoa, Waimuku 1-2, Ka‘ili‘ula 1-2, ʻAhulili 1-2, and Kapāpala. Together these areas
consist of 69 parcels that total 29,998 acres.
Due to time constraints during our 5-week internship program we weren’t able to
research and/or visit all of these lands. However, we were able to gain an intimate
connection to the moku of Kaʻū through various huakaʻi and interviews, as well as
spending two weeks at Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa conducting an archaeological reconnaissance
survey of the coastal lands. Kaʻū is a majestic place and we were honored to learn about
and visit such beautiful, rare, and intact cultural, natural, and marine environments in this
moku.
Geology of Kaʻū
The district of Kaʻū is located on the leeward side of Hawaiʻi Island and is the largest
district that encompasses an area of 1,023 square miles. Kaʻū includes Halemaʻumaʻu
crater and the entire west slope of Kīlauea volcano, as well as Mauna Loa volcano and a
large portion of Mokuʻāweoweo crater (Sterns & Clark 1946:29).
Mauna Loa is the largest volcano in the world that extends from sea-level to 13,680 ft.
(NPS 2006:10). The olivine basalts of Mauna Loa are categorized into three series based
on the age of the lava flow they derive from. These series are named Nīnole, Kahuku,
and Kaʻū. The Nīnole series forms the core of Mauna Loa and is the oldest remenent of
the initial volcanic period. Most of the lava from this series is buried under more recent
flows, but remains exposed in certain areas such as Nīnole Hills above Punaluʻu. The
Kahuku series is the second oldest and the lest wide spread. During the end of this series,
the famous volcanic ash known as Pāhala ash covered the landscape. Following this
period of ash disperal, several eruptions took place along the southwest rift zone of
Mauna Loa. These eruptions are referred to as the Kaʻū series that was eventually
seperated into prehistoric and historic periods. The Kaʻū series covered areas between
the Nīnole and Kahuku series and also formed the rocky coast that lies south of the Great
Crack (Mink 1981:9; NPS 2006:10).
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Figure 1. Ahupuaʻa of Kaʻū Moku

Figure 2. Kamehameha Schools Parcels in Kaʻū
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Kīlauea is renowned as the worlds most active volcano. The two volcanic series of
Kīlauea are named the Hilina series and the Puna series. Both consist of ʻaʻā and
pāhoehoe lava flows of tholeiitic basalt, olivine basalt, and oceanite, as well as cinderspatter cones and ash deposits. The older Hilina series is believed to be equal in age to
the Kahuku series of Mauna Loa. The Hilina series is covered by Pahala ash and is
exposed within the valleys along the Hilina fault system on the south flank of Kīlauea
(Easton 1987:245; Macdonald et al. 1983:373). The Puna series is situated above the
Pahala ash and in some instances is locally intercalated within the pahala ash. The area
known as the Ka‘ū Desert was created by prehistoric and historic lava flows from the
Puna volcanic series. This series can also be correlated with the Kaʻū series of Mauna
Loa (Easton 1987:256; NPS 2006:11; Macdonald et al. 1983:373).

Figure 3. Hawaiʻi Island Geology from Juvik & Juvik (1998:43).

Climate and Rainfall
The climate of Hawaiʻi generally follows two traditional Hawaiian seasons named Kau
and Hoʻoilo. Kau generally extends from May through October and is known as the
fruitful warm season. During this time the sun is directly overhead, the weather is
warmer, and the northeast trade winds are dominant. Hoʻoilo is the period from

November to April. During this time the sun is in the south, the weather is cooler, the
winds are variable, and there tend to be extensive rainstorms (Juvik & Juvik 1998:49;
Blumenstock & Price 1994:97).
Hawaiʻi Island is dominated by trade winds from the east-northeast. The interaction
between the topography of Hawaiʻi and these tradewinds significantly affects rainfall
patterns. The winds that interact with Mauna Loa and Kīlauea create three rainfall
regimes or climatological patterns called trade wind-dominated (Pāhala to Nā‘ālehu),
rain-shadow (southwest of Kīlauea summit), and high-elevation (above 2,400, on Mauna
Loa).
In the trade wind-dominated regime, the trade winds move moist air up Mauna Loa and
as air cools, precipitation occurs. The southeast-facing slope between Pāhala and
Nā‘ālehu experiences frequent rainfall that is caused by a combination of tradewinds and
a thermally-driven sea breeze/land breeze cycle. The tradewinds also flow down the
slope of Kīlauea summit, causing the rain-shadow regime on the southwest flank of
Kīlauea. This area experiences rainfall caused by storm systems unrelated to tradewinds
or when tradewinds are strengthened by a frontal system to the northeast of the island.
Furthermore, Kona storms and winter frontal systems from the south greatly influence
rainfall on the leeward side of Hawaiʻi Island (Scholl et al. 1995:4-6).
In Kaʻū there is considerable variation in rainfall from place to place, even in areas of the
same altitude (Sterns & Clark 1946:167). However, the amount of rainfall generally
increases with altitude to a certain point, and then begins to decrease as altitude increases.
In areas such as the Kaʻū Forest Reserve (2,000-7,000ft. elev.), annual rainfall ranges
from 60-120 in. Temperatures in this area also range from 55-75° Fahrenheit and tend to
decrease with increasing elevation. The most recent report of mean annual rainfall for
Kaʻū was included in the 2011 Atlas of Hawaii. The lowest amount mainly occurred
along the southern coastline at 8.0 to 30.0 in. and the highest amount occurred around the
3,000 ft. elevation at 130.1 to 160.0 in. Figure 5 shows the annual rainfall gradients of
2011 for Hawaiʻi Island (Giambelluca et al. 2013; DLNR 2012:12).
Water Resources
Freshwater is a vital resource that sustains life. The primary source of freshwater is the
infiltration of rain and fog that collects on trees and drips to the ground. In Kaʻū the
highly permeable lava flows cause water to rapidly absorb into the ground and because of
this, there are no perennial streams in this district (Davis & Yamanaga 1966). The water
that is absorbed into lava beds quickly sinks into the basal water table and either floats on
salt water or is perched on impermeable ash beds to become groundwater. Some of the
subsurface water that is collected in the uplands, travels down slope and emerges through
springs, anchaline pools, and lava tubes. Additionally, basal groundwater often emerges
at or below sea-level along the coast and provides many essential nutrients for marine
life. On the other hand, surface water can only reach the sea after periods of heavy
rainfall and flooding (State of Hawaii 2003 in TMA 2007:9; Stearns & MacDonald
1946:3).
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Figure 4. 2011 mean annual rainfall for Hawaiʻi Island (Giambelluca et al. 2013)
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Figure 5. Kaʻū Watersheds referenced by DLNR (2012:18)
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Kaʻū Lani-Honua-Kai Observation Summary
To better understand our environment we must first ask ourselves “how well do we know
our place?” Are we being accountable for our actions when we enter in to a wahi and
intend to utilize their resources? These questions are the beginning to a dialogue that we
must have not only with others but with ourselves. What is our responsibility as kānaka
maoli to our ʻāina and the honua? In order to better understand these questions we must
begin that process of observation. In order to strengthen the process it is vital to train
ourselves to have constant awareness of our surroundings and the changes in our
environment.
The Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program (WKIP) began the process of observation with the
intent to assist in the long-term stewardship of the Punaluʻu Ahupuaʻa and Kaʻū Moku.
Utilizing the Pilina Kai “Huli i ka lani! Huli i ka honua! Huli i ke kai!” observation sheet
developed by Pelika Bertleman, we collected observations over the course of three field
weeks. The purpose of the data sheet is to catalogue a collective perspective of a group.
This practice relies on multiple perspectives because each observation has just as much
value as the next, and provides a much grander view of the changes occurring daily.
Methods
Facilitation of this exercise was done weekly and the data was collected in the Ahupua’a
of Punaluʻu and Kaʻū mā from mauka to makai. Facilitation and recordation were
conducted daily. The responsibility of a facilitator was to ask questions that would pull
out valuable information from the group and help to aid in that process. This was a key
component to the collection of observations as it helped to connect and correlate the
mauka to makai.
Results
The results of our observations have been documented on a data sheet below with the
columns indicating the answers to the row that it is in conjunction with. We separated our
data by the field week and location that the observations were conducted.
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Dates
Location
Observer(s)
Month:
Mahina:
Pō:
Kau:
Lani clouds

Lani wind

Lani Visibility
Lani weather
Lani moon
Lani sunrise
Lani sunset
Lani Stars
Honua flora/fauna
Honua
flowering/seed
Honua fruiting

July 21, 2014 - July 24, 2014

July 29, 2014 - August 1, 2014

August 4, 2014 - August 6, 2014

Ka'ū mā - Punalu'u, Kāwā, Honu'apo, Kūmauna,
Kaiholena, Makanau, Ka Lae, Mahana, Papa Kōlea,
Kā'alu'alu, Hā'ao and Kamilo.
He Lua 'Ole Mauna Loa
Iulai
Hinaia'ele'ele
Kāloakūkahi, Kāloakūlua, Kāloapau, Kāne
Kauwela
Clouds were scattered with intermittent clear skies
and cloud cover throughout the day. Clear in the
morning Some clouds, overcast, fog and rain up
mauka in later afternoon.
Easy breeze and still, 'a'eloa, then rest of week
varied, while at Mo'ilele wind increased. Trades out
of the northeast, chilly in the morning in Pahala.
Owili, steady from the North and East and gusts from
the Northeast and Southeast, Kuehulepo,
Kawili/Ho'olapa, breezy and calm
Clear, mauka regions not visible when fog rolled in,
no vog.

Punalu'u

Punalu'u

He Lua 'Ole Mauna Loa
Iulai
Hilinaehu/Māhoemua
Kūkahi, Kūlua, Kūkolu, Kūpau
Kauwela
Clear most of the day with slight overcast in later part
of the day, scattered clouds.

He Lua 'Ole Mauna Loa
Iulai - Aukake
Hilinaehu/Māhoemua
Olekūkolu, 'Olepau, Huna,
Kauwela
Mostly clear with scattered clouds and
slight cloud cover at times.

Trades about 10-15 degrees most of the week, a'eloa,
breezy and humid, light trades from the northeast.
Later part of week winds picked up, Ku'ehu lepo, light
gusts in varying directions and breezy

Puahiohio, a'eloa, slight trade winds, slight
breeze on last day with an eerie stillness.

Mostly clear could see mahina, no vog, cloud cover
throughout the day cause no visibility.

Po'akahi - Weather was very humid during the day
and rained heavily in the evening
Po'akahi - Moon in the west evening sky
Po'akahi - Bright pinks and gold.
N/A
Po'akahi - Heavy cloud cover sky was not visible
Naupaka, 'ilima, kou, pohuehue, kaunaoa, ahinahina,
naio papa, 'akulikuli, 'ohelo kai, wauke, maiʻa, nuku
ʻiʻiwi, naupaka kuahiwi, ohawai
Naupaka, 'ilima, naio papa, 'akulikuli, naupaka
kuahiwi
ʻUala, 'ohelo kai, naupaka, milo

Weather was hot but somewhat cool near the shoreline
due to slight ocean breeze.
Kukahi
Sunrise was bright gold, pink and orange-yellow
N/A
N/A
Wililaiki (Christmas berry), naupaka, 'ilima, pluchia,
'uhaloa, puakala, haole koa, lantana, grass, niu, papaya

Clear for the most part of the week with
scattered clouds causing intermittent
visibility
Sunny skies and clear weather.

Wililaiki (Christmas berry), naupaka, 'ilima, pluchia,
'uhaloa, puakala, haole koa, lantana, grass
Niu, papaya, Christmas berry

N/A
Pink, orange and yellow
N/A
N/A
Plumeria, 'ilima, naupaka, kupukupu, pa'u
o hi'iaka
Pluemeria, 'ilima, naupaka
N/A

Honua liko
Honua animals
Honua
precipitation
Bird
departure/arrival
Personal
thermostat

Kai tide
Kai waves

ʻIlima, naio papa, 'ohelo kai
Egrets and coastal birds throughout coastline and
surrounding ponds
Po'akahi - Humid, ground well saturated, evening
rained heavy with slight flooding
Pueo, barn owls, egret, 'io, sea birds (unable to
identify)
Po'akahi - Cool in earlier part of the day but got
extremely hot and sweaty due to the humidity by mid
afternoon. Super hot and sweaty on Po'akahi, rest of
week was cool and comfortable and chilly up in the
mauka regions
Po'akahi - Tide was rising throughout the day, saw
three men throwing net.
Waves were choppy/white caps and currents were
visible on Monday but calm rest of the week.

Kai papa'u

Malie

Kai papa
Kai lihikai limu &
invert

Honu, 'opae 'ula
Po'akahi - Limu buildup at Kauwale pond. Nanaku
(thrush) grass growing in ponds along coastline.
Variety of hyacinths by Kawaihuokauila pond. 'opihi,
ha'uke'uke, pipipi
Po'akahi - Heavy and dark emotions when visiting
luakini in Punalu'u and the wahi of Kawa;
experienced awesome views of coast and mountains;
speechless; learned that fire burned vegetation in
January 2014.

Personal feelings

General Visibility

Mostly clear throughout the week, no vog and at
times mauka was not clear due to fog.

ʻIlima
Young calves and cows

Kupukuipu, pa'u o hi'iaka, 'ilima
Pua'a

Dry during the day but wet during the evenings

Dry during the day and wet during the
evenings
N/A

N/A
Hot and sweaty, dry skin

Dehydrated, hot, cool, perfectly
comfortable, humid and windy

low tide in the morning and high tide in the afternoon

High tide at noon

Small waves in Punalu'u bay, Halaea, heavy current in
deep waters, sea spray along the coastline, southeast
swell.
Malie with some strong current stingray, honu

Halaea, southeast swell, waves were
crashing and picking up.

Honu, 'a'ama crabs
Limu, pipipi, 'opihi

Many tampered enclosures want to help rebuild them,
overwhelmed, in awe and amazed by the habitation
features, the sun rays were very strong, imagined the
thriving community here during times of drought,
accomplished, motivating, breathtaking, looking at the
makahiki grounds from the mound gave me a good
visual of what it would look like during pre-contact.
Mostly clear but throughout the day could not see
mauka from makai.
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Calm and baby waves in the beginning of
the week, reef fish and turtles at point
Honu, 'a'ama crabs
Limu, pipipi, 'opihi

Excited, amazed and desire more, hot,
accomplished and happy

Clear and amazing views of the mauka
region. All prominent mauka features were
visible. Landscape was visible for miles.

Figure 6. View of skyline and coastline looking towards Kaʻieʻie heiau.

Figure 7. Fresh water spring and pipipi at Puhau pond.
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Figure 8. Limu at Kauwale pond.

Figure 9. Skyline and landscape from Puʻu Enuhe looking makai toward Punaluʻu. View to east.
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Figure 10. Close up of wauke in Kaiholena.

Figure 11. Large wauke in Kaiholena.
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Figure 12. Flowing waters of Pāneʻeneʻe waterfall on Kūmauna.

Figure 13. Naupaka kuahiwi.
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Figure 14. Ohawai growing up in Kaiholena.

Figure 15. ʻAkulikuli at Kaʻaluʻalu Bay.
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Figure 16. ʻAhinahina at Kaʻaluʻalu.

Figure 17. Kou at Kaʻaluʻalu Bay.
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Figure 18. Naio papa in bloom at Hoʻonoua Complex.

Figure 19. Ohelo Kai fruiting at Hoʻonoua Complex.
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Figure 20. Naupaka fruiting and flowering at Kaʻaluʻalu.

Figure 21. ʻAkulikuli flowering at Hoʻonoua Complex.
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Figure 22. Wiliwili in bloom at Kawela

Figure 23. Clear skies and green grass at Kaunamanō.
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Figure 24. View from the Punaluʻu coastline.

Figure 25. View of Puʻu Enuhe from Punaluʻu makai.
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Figure 26. Cliffside view of Punaluʻu from the Ala Kahakai.

Conclusion
By exercising this process we recognized a growth in each individual as their
observations became more detailed showing the evolution of awareness in the
environment. Discussions of the days work was always tied to our surroundings and it
was evident from regular talk story sessions that everyone had valuable thoughts and
observations for the day. Through this practice it encouraged the students and mentors to
constantly be aware of their surroundings as well as understanding the thought process in
articulating their observations.
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ʻŌLELO NOʻEAU O KAʻŪ
ʻŌlelo noʻeau provide insight into many Hawaiian traditions. They can be utilized to
learn about Hawaiian history, language, significant places, and people. The following
ʻōlelo noʻeau were gathered from the book titled, “ʻŌlelo Noʻeau: Hawaiian Proverbs
and Poetical Sayings” (Pukui 1983). These were included to gain an understanding of the
cultural traditions that are apart of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi.
Kaʻū mai ʻOkiʻokiaho a Mawae.
Kaʻū from ʻOkiʻokiaho to Mawae.
The district of Kaʻū, from ʻOkiʻokiaho at the boundary of Puna, to Mawae at the
boundary of Kona (1628).
Kaʻū, hiehie i ka makani.
Kaʻū, regal in the gales.
An expression of admiration for the district of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, or for a stately or
outstanding person of that district (1605).
Kaʻū, ʻāina kua makani.
Kaʻū, a land over whose back the wind blows.
Kaʻū is a windy land (1559).
Kaʻū nui maka lepo
Great Kaʻū of dirty faces.
An expression of ridicule. Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, is a dry, wind-swept district where
clouds of dust rise into the air (1633).
Mai ka uka a ke kai, mai kāhi pae a kāhi pae o Kaʻū, he hoʻokāhi no ʻohana.
From the upland to the sea, from end to end of Kaʻū, there is only one family.
The inhabitants of old Kaʻū were of one family (2068).
Kaʻū lepo ʻulaʻula
Kaʻū of the red earth.
Said of the natives of old Kaʻū, who were one vast family. Because of pride in
their own people and homeland, Kaʻū people intermarried until they were of one
blood and as one with their homeland. The kauwā were the only exceptions to
this rule – they were despised and considered a people apart (1620).
Hilinaʻi Puna, kālele ia Kaʻū, hilinaʻi Kaʻū kālele ia Puna.
Puna trusts and leans on Kaʻū, Kaʻū trusts and leans on Puna.
The people of Puna and Kaʻū are related (995).
Hilinaʻi Puna, kālele ia Kaʻū.
Puna leans and reclines on Kaʻū.
Said of one who leans or depends on another. The ancestors of these two districts
were originally of one extended family. The time came when those of each
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district decided to have a name of their own, without breaking the link entirely.
Those in Kaʻū referred to themselves as the Mākaha and those in Puna as the
Kumākaha. These names are mentioned in the chants of the chiefs of Kaʻū (994).
E ala e Kaʻū, kahiko o Mākaha; e ala e Puna, Puna Kumākaha; e ala e Hilo
naʻau kele!
Arise, O Kaʻū of ancient descent; arise, O Puna of the Kumākaha group; arise O
Hilo of the water-soaked foundation!
A rallying call. These names are found in Kaʻū and Puna chants of the chiefs.
The Mākaha and Kumākaha (Like-the-Mākaha) were originally one. Some
moved to Puna and took the name Kumākaha (260).
Kaʻū malo ʻeka, kua wehi.
Kaʻū of the dirty loincloth and black back.
The soil of Kaʻū is not easy to till. The farmers there squatted on their haunches
and worked the soil with short digging sticks. The sun darkened the backs of the
workers (1630).
He moku ʻāleuleu
District of ragamuffins.
Said by Kamehameha’s followers of Kaʻū and Puna because the people there,
being hard-working farmers, lived most of the time in old clothes (826).
Pala uluhe.
Ripened in uluhe fern leaves.
A term of derision applied by the shore dwellers of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, to the
uplanders, who were poor farmers. They ripened their bananas in pits lined and
covered with uluhe fern leaves, instead of allowing the bananas to ripen in the
field (2593).
Kaʻū ʻai kōʻalaʻala
Kaʻū of the hasty repast.
Some of the natives of Kaʻū had a reputation for not being very hospitable. Hasty
eating on the part of the host did not encourage guests to linger (1557).
Na mamo a ke kipi.
Descendants of rebels.
Said of the people of Kaʻū, who rebelled against oppression (2260).
Kaʻū ʻāina kipi.
Kaʻū, land of rebels.
The people of Kaʻū were known to rebel against oppression, even killing their
own oppressive chiefs (1558).
Kaʻū mākaha.
Kaʻū of the fierce fighters.
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The district of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, was known for its fierce and independent warriors.
Kohāikalani, Koihala, and Halaʻea, selfish and oppressive chiefs, were each
destroyed by rebellious subjects (1629).
Hoʻi i Hīlea i kalo ʻekaʻeka.
Go to Hīlea of the dirty taro.
Said of a careless person. Once, Kohāikalani, a chief of Kaʻū, was living at
Punaluʻu. Poi was brought for him from various parts of the district, and a tiny
speck of taro peeling was found in the poi from Hīlea. The makers of the poi
were put to death. To say that someone hails from Hīlea is to say that he is
unclean (1030).
Kō ke au ia Halaʻea.
The current carried Halaʻea away.
Said of one who goes out and forgets to return. Halaʻea was a chief of Kaʻū who
was so selfish that he demanded every fish caught by the fishermen. After years
of going without fish, the fishermen rebelled. One day, the whole fleet went to
the fishing grounds outside of Kalae and did not return. The chief wanted the
catch and ordered a servant to go and ask for it. The servant refused, and in anger
the chief went himself. When he asked for the fish the whole fleet turned the
prows of their canoes shoreward. One by one the fishermen unloaded their fish
into the chief’s canoe. The canoe began to sink under the weight of the fish, and
the chief cried out to the men to stop. They refused. The chief, his canoe, and his
fish were swept out on the current and never seen again. This current, which
comes from the east and flows out to sea at Kalae, is known as Ke au o Halaʻea
(1819).
Kau ʻino na waʻa o Kaʻaluʻalu.
The canoes hasten ashore at Kaʻaluʻalu.
Said of those who hurry away from the scene of trouble. Kaʻaluʻalu is a beach in
Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, where fishermen hastened away from Halaʻea after unloading their
fish onto his canoe (1609).
Na kai haele lua o Kalae, o Kāwili lāua o Halaʻea.
The two sea currents of Kalae - Kāwili and Halaʻea.
The Halaʻea current, named for an evil chief who was swept away, comes from
the east to Kalae and sweeps out to sea. The Kāwili (Hit-and-twist) comes from
the west and flows out alongside the Halaʻea. Woe betide anyone caught
between (2225).
A! Like aku la me ke kāmaʻa o Keawe
Ah! Like Keawe’s sandals
Said of a forgetful person who looks everywhere and then finds the article at
hand. Keawe and his servant once went to Kaʻū by canoe and then traveled
upland from Kalae. When they came to a small stretch of lava rocks, Keawe
wanted his sandals. The servant looked at his empty hands and asked the chief to
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wait while he ran back to see if he had dropped them along the way. The servant
met some travelers and asked if they had by any chance seen the chief’s sandals.
They pointed to his chest. He had tied them together with a string and was
wearing them around his neck (111).
E, ‘olohaka! I ke ‘ehu no o ka lāʻau pālau, kulana ; hākālia no a pāpā lāʻau
aku o ka make no ia.
Say! The person is hollow. With just the passing breeze of a brandished club, he
falls. As soon as a spear touches him, he dies.
Said by Pupukea, a chief of Kaʻū, of Makakuikalani, chief of Maui, in an
exchange of insults. Later commonly used to refer to weaklings (367).
Ka hālau a ʻĪ
The house of ʻĪ
The descendants of ʻĪ, who extended through Hāmākua, Hilo, Puna and Kaʻū.
One of these was ʻĪmakakoloa, who was condemned to death by Kamehameha.
According to the historian Kamakau, ʻĪmaikakoloa was put to death in Kamaʻoa.
But according to the people of Kaʻū, a junior kinsman of similar appearance was
substituted at the execution (1292).
Kinikini kauhale liʻiliʻi o lalo lilo e. “He Ahu au no Kaʻū”; “He ʻIo au no
Hilo.”
A multitude are the small houses way down below. [The inhabitants claim,] “I
am an Ahu of Kaʻū” and “I am an ʻio of Hilo.”
This saying is used in anger or to make fun of those who are low in rank yet claim
relationship with the high chiefs. A play on ahu (a heap of nothing),ʻū (a grunt of
contempt) in Kaʻū, and ʻio, the mighty hawk that sits on any branch it chooses
(1802).
Ka lua kupapaʻu o na aliʻi.
The burial place of the chiefs.
Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, where the bones of many noted ones are hidden in secret caves
(1449).
Ka wai nāʻuke poʻo o Kahā.
The water of Kahā that removed head lice.
The water of Kahā is in Waiōhinu, Kaʻū. The chief Keouakuahuʻula once
discovered that he had lice on his head. Not wanting others to know, he went to
Kahā where he washed his head and had the pests removed (1659).
He hāʻawe pili.
Carriers of bundles of pili grass.
A derogatory saying by the followers of Kamehameha for the people of Kaʻū,
who covered the road of Kapaukua with pili grass for their chief
Keouakuahuʻula (559).
ʻEu kōlea i kona puapua; ʻeu ke kanaka i kona hanu.
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A plover stirs its tail; a man stirs because of the breath within.
Said by Kaʻiana, who led an army in battle under Kamehameha I. When the Puna
fighters refused to battle against Keouakuahuʻula because of the close kinship
between their own district and Kaʻū, Kaʻiana said this to urge them to think of
themselves and their own lives. Encouraged, the warriors resumed fighting and
won the victory for Kamehameha (381).
Hele aku ʻoe maʻaneʻi, he waʻa kanaka; hoʻi mai ʻoe maʻō he waʻa akua.
When you go from here, the canoe will contain men; when you return, it will be a
ghostly canoe.
Warning to Keouakuahuʻula by his kahuna not to go to meet Kamehameha at
Kawaihae. He went anyway and was killed (732).
Makani luna ke lele ʻino mai la ke ao
There is wind from the upland, for the clouds are set a-flying.
Signs of trouble are seen. This saying originated shortly after the completion of
the Puʻukohola heiau by Kamehameha I. He sent Keaweaheulu to Kaʻū to invite
Keouakuahuʻula to Kawaihae for a peace conference between them. Against the
advice of his own high priest, Keouakuahuʻula went, taking his best warriors
along with him. When outside of Mahukona, he saw canoes come out of
Kawaihae and realized that treachery awaited him. It was then that he uttered the
words of this saying. His navigator pleaded with him to go back, but he refused.
Arriving in Kawaihae, Keouakuahuʻula stepped off the canoe while uttering a
chant in honor of Kamehameha. One of the latter’s war leaders stepped up from
behind and killed him. All of his followers were slaughtered except for
Kuakahela, who hid and later found his way home, where he wailed the sad story
(2097).
Kaulana ka pali o Pohina
Famous is the pali of Pohina
From a chant for the chiefess Maukaʻa of Kaʻū (1619).
Ke kini mahiʻai o Kaʻū.
The farming multitude of Kaʻū
A derogatory remark by Keāulumoku, author of the chant “Haui ka lani,” that the
people of Kaʻū, who were mostly farmers, were insignificant people (1747).
He lono mamua, he kulina mahope; kulikuli wale ka makani o Kaʻū!
Report went first, heedlessness followed; what a din the wind of Kaʻū raised!
From a chant for Kaumualiʻi of Kauaʻi (773).
Kōkō ʻiole ka ua i ke kula.
Like the rat [-gnawed] net is the rain over the plains.
A Kaʻū saying, Makaliʻi, an ancient chief, once gathered all the food plants in a
huge net and hung it up in the sky. The result was famine. A rat volunteered to go
up to see what he could do about it. He ascended a rainbow and found the net,
which he chewed. Down fell the contents, everywhere. So when the rain pours
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over the land and plants sprout everywhere, it is compared to the gnawed net that
scattered food from the hills to the sea, bringing life to all (1822).
Kumuhea kupu ʻino.
Kumuhea, an evil demigod.
Said of anything destructive to the health. Kumuhea was a caterpillar god who
ruined the health of his human wife and almost caused he death by keeping her on
a diet of sweet potato leaves. Her father called to his father, the god Kū, who
deprived Kumuhea of his human form, thus making it impossible for him to live
with her anymore. Kumuhea lived on Puʻuʻenuhe in Kaʻū (1920).
Na mamo i ka halo o Kūa.
The descendants of the gill fins of Kūa.
The people of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, are related to Kūa, the great shark god and protector
of the district, by descent from his human sister (2261).
Ka nui e paʻa ai i ka hue wai.
The size that enables one to carry a water bottle.
Said of a child about two years old. In Kaʻū, where fresh water was scarce and
had to be obtained from upland springs, every person who went helped to carry
home water. When a child was about two, he was given a small gourd bottle for
carrying water (1506).
O ka ‘ai no ka ‘ai, o ka ‘i’o kanaka ka i’a.
Food is here to be eaten, with only human flesh for meat.
Said when there is nothing to eat with poi. There were once two boys of Kaʻū
who won a riddling contest against a Kona man, the champion of the island of
Hawaiʻi. In one riddle the boys claimed to be eating human flesh. The audience
pondered this, since no meat was visible, and began to dispute the claim.
Suddenly the boys popped wads of poi into their mouths and proceeded to lick
their fingers-the “human flesh” (2395).
ʻInā paha he puaʻa, pau i kālua.
If a pig, [you] would have been roasted.
Said with laughter when a person forgets to come home on time. A straying pig
can end up roasted in an imu. A common saying in Puna and eastern Kaʻū (1241).
Oki loa ka ihu kau ʻia e ka nalo.
It is worse to have a fly sit on the nose.
A young woman from Kaʻū was teased about being carried ashore by a sailor who
found it hard to resist kissing her. This was her laughing reply-there are worse
things than being kissed (2466).
He pua na Pipine.
A descendant of Pipine.
A stingy person. Pipine was a miser of Kaʻū (921).
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Keauhou, kai nehe i ka ʻiliʻili.
Keauhou, where the sea murmurs to the pebbles.
Keauhou, Puna, Hawaiʻi (1683).
Ka ʻiole ʻaihue moa o Keauhou.
The chicken-stealing rat of Keauhou.
One who steals another’s sweetheart or mate. Any place name may be used,
depending on where the “rat” is from (1411).
I Halapē aku nei.
He has been to Halapē.
He’s drunk. A play on pē (gone under) in Halapē, a place at the Puna-Kaʻū
boundary (1153).
Uhiuhi lau māmane ka wai o Kapāpala.
Covered with māmane leaves is the water of Kapāpala.
The stream in Kapāpala, Kaʻū, often becomes very muddy. The people used to
place māmane branches in the water to help the mud settle so that some drinking
water could be obtained. This saying applies to a person who tries to cover up the
wrongdoings of another (2859).
Kohu ʻole kāhi wai o Kanaio
Unattractive is the water of Kanaio

A contemptuous expression meaning that something another person has
said or done is worthless. A play on naio (pinworm), found in the anus
(1817).
Ka ua kau lāʻau o Pāhala.
The tree-resting rain of Pāhala.
The rain of Pāhala in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, seems to rest on the tree tops (1565).
Pāhala, ka ʻāina lepo haʻaheo i ka maka.
Pāhala, land [of those who are] proud of the dust in the faces.
The people of Pāhala, Kaʻū, like others of that district, are proud of their home,
even though the wind-blown dust keeps their faces dirty (2567).
Keauhou, kai nehe i ka ʻiliʻili.
Keauhou, where the sea murmurs to the pebbles.
Keauhou, Puna, Hawaiʻi (1683).
Ka ʻiole ʻaihue moa o Keauhou.
The chicken-stealing rat of Keauhou.
One who steals another’s sweetheart or mate. Any place name may be used,
depending on where the “rat” is from (1411).
I Halapē aku nei.
He has been to Halapē.
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He’s drunk. A play on pē (gone under) in Halapē, a place at the Puna-Kaʻū
boundary (1153).
Uhiuhi lau māmane ka wai o Kapāpala.
Covered with māmane leaves is the water of Kapāpala.
The stream in Kapāpala, Kaʻū, often becomes very muddy. The people used to
place māmane branches in the water to help the mud settle so that some drinking
water could be obtained. This saying applies to a person who tries to cover up the
wrongdoings of another (2859).
Kohu ʻole kāhi wai o Kanaio
Unattractive is the water of Kanaio

A contemptuous expression meaning that something another person has
said or done is worthless. A play on naio (pinworm), found in the anus
(1817).
Ka ua kau lāʻau o Pāhala.
The tree-resting rain of Pāhala.
The rain of Pāhala in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, seems to rest on the tree tops (1565).
Pāhala, ka ʻāina lepo haʻaheo i ka maka.
Pāhala, land [of those who are] proud of the dust in the faces.
The people of Pāhala, Kaʻū, like others of that district, are proud of their home,
even though the wind-blown dust keeps their faces dirty (2567).
ʻAʻohe nohoʻi ou ʻi mai ʻaʻohe wai o lalo.
You didnʻt tell me that there wasnʻt any water below.
Why didn’t you warn me? Two men, one totally and one partially blind, wanted
to cross Punaluʻu Stream in Kaʻū. The blind one didn’t know his companion
was unable to see well. When they reached the bank he asked his companion, “Is
there water down there?” The partly blind one replied, “Yes, there is.” So they
jumped in with the intention of swimming across. But the stream was dry, and
both men suffered broken bones and bruises (195).
O Honuʻapo aku no ia o kāhi o ka ʻahuʻawa.
This is Honuʻapo where the ʻahuʻawa grows.
A Kaʻū saying about disappointment. The ahuʻawa was much used as a fiber for
straining ʻawa. A play on hoka (to strain, to be disappointed) (2375).
Ke hea mai nei o Kawelohea
An expression much used in poems of Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi. Kawelo was a woman
murdered by her husband. Her spirit entered a blowhole at Honuʻapo, where her
remains had been tossed. Out of this hole she warned of impending trouble, and
the people grew fond of this voice from the depths (1694).
Ka ʻiliʻili o Kalaekimo.
The pebbles of Kalaekimo.
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Kalaekimo is where the chiefs of Kaʻū played the game of kimo. The pebbles
there were much liked for the purpose. The place is now called Kalaeokimo
(1406).
Ka makani kuehu lepo o Naʻalehu.
The dust-scattering wind of Naʻalehu (1466).
Na kūmau palapaʻa o Naʻalehu, oia mau no ka papaʻa.
The thick-walled calabashes of Naʻalehu are always crusted [with dried poi].
A Kaʻū saying- the thick-headed natives of Naʻalehu are strict adherents to
principles (2244).
Keiki haehae poko o Naʻalehu.
The lad of Naʻalehu who tears into bits.
Said in admiration of a strong warrior of Naʻalehu who fearlessly attacks his foes.
Later said of a Naʻalehu-born person who shows no fear in any situation (1704).
O Waiōhinu aku ia kāhi o ka maiʻa pala.
That is Waiōhinu, where ripe bananas are.
A Kaʻū saying meaning that one is in for bad luck. To see bananas while on a
fishing or business trip was an omen of failure. From the story of twin brothers
who were climbing a hill. The stronger brother climbed on while the weaker one
sat and cried. The older looked down and said “Cry, baby, cry! Go to Waiōhinu
to eat ripe bananas” (2546).
E loaʻa ana ia ʻoe ka mea a Paʻahao.
Youʻll get what Paʻahao has.
Paʻahao, a native of Kaʻū, was often teased by his neighbors because when he was
annoyed he would snap, “Naio!” (“Pinworms!”) This amused his tormentors.
When annoyed, one might say, “Youʻll get what Paʻahao has.” Paʻahao lived in
Waiōhinu, Kaʻū, during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s (341).
Kaʻū, i Palahemo.
In Kaʻū, at Palahemo.
Palahemo is a pool near Kalae in Kaʻū. Salt water is found under the fresh water,
and any disturbance, like the dropping of a heavy stone, reverses the water, so that
the salt water rises to the top. This place is famed in songs and chants (1610).
I puni ia ʻoe o Kaʻū a i ʻike ʻole ʻoe ia Kaʻūloa, ʻaʻohe no ʻoe i ʻike iā Kaʻū.
If you have been around Kaʻū and have not seen Kaʻūloa, you have not seen the
whole of the district.
Kaʻūloa and Waiōhinu were two stones, wife and husband, that stood on a kukui
grove on the upper side of the road between Naʻalehu and Waiōhinu. With the
passing of time, these stones gradually sank until they vanished completely into
the earth. After Kaʻūloa was no longer seen, Palahemo was substituted as the
chief point of interest (1257).
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Ke hele mai la ko Kaʻū; he iho mai la ko Palahemo; he hōkake aʻe la i
Manukā; haele loa aku la i Kaleinapueo.
There come those of Kaʻū; those of Palahemo descend; those of Manukā push this
way and that; and away they all go to Kaleinapueo.
Said when one tries to find out something about another and meets with failure at
every turn. A play on place names: ʻū (a grunt of contempt) in Kaʻū; hemo (to get
away) in Palahemo; kā (to run along like a vine) in Manukā; and leinapueo (owl’s
leaping place) in Kaleinapueo (1695).
Ka ʻōwili makani ʻino o Kāwili
The stormy wind of Kāwili
Kāwili is the current that comes from Kona and goes out to sea at Kalae, Kaʻū
(1519).
Wili i ke au wili o Kāwili.
Swirled about by the swirling Kāwili.
Said of a confusing, bewildering situation. Kā-wili (Hit-and-twist) is a current at
Kalae, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, that comes from the Kona side and flows out to the ocean.
It is the rougher of the two currents that meet off Kalae (2939).
No Kalae no la hoʻi ke keiki.
The lad is from Kalae after all.
A boast: “He is a smart lad.” A play on lae (forehead). Refers to Kalae, Kaʻū,
Hawaiʻi (2335).
Ka makani hoʻolapa o Kaumaea.
The playful wind of Kaumaea.
Kaumaea is in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi (1461).
Kahilihili lau ʻilima.
A brushing off with ʻilima leaves.
After leaping into the dirt at Kaumaea, Kaʻū, the players wiped off the dust that
adhered to their skin with ʻilima branches before going to Paiahaʻa to surf. Later
applied to one who takes a sketchy bath (1312).
Ke kawa lele ʻopu o Kaumaea.
The diving place of Kaumaea [where skill is shown].
Kaumaea, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi, is famed in old chants because it was there that a unique
game was played. Instead of leaping off into the water, the players leaped off into
a heap of dirt in a pit. Then they tried to slide down the mound with the least
raising of dust. This game was usually followed by riding the surf of Kuaʻana at
Paiahaʻa, thus washing off the dirt that clung to the perspiring skins of the players
(1742).
O Paiahaʻa ka ʻāina, o Kuaʻana ka nalu.
Paiahaʻa was the land, Kuaʻana the surf.
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Paiahaʻa was a beach near Kaumaea, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi. Here the dust that clung to
the skin at Kaumaea was washed off by the surf of Kuaʻana. The inner surf, Kaina
(Little Brother), was the place for children to surf, and the outer surf, Kuaʻana
(Big Brother), was for grown-ups (2530).
Ka ua kūnihi a Kaʻupena.
The rain of Kaʻupena that turns aside.
Kaʻupena was a seeress of Kamaʻoa Plain, in Kaʻū. Whenever rain approached,
she called it to come to her home and to leave the homes of her neighbors alone
so that their crops would not be ruined by a too-early rain. The rain obeyed
(1576).
Aia aku la paha i Kiolakaʻa.
Perhaps it is gone to Kiolakaʻa.
Gone to the place of thrown-away things. Used when something is thrown away
and later wanted. A play on kiola, to throw away. Kiolakaʻa is a place in Kaʻū
(26).
Aia i Kaʻū i Kaʻaluʻalu.
There in Kaʻū is a place named Kaʻaluʻalu.
When seen from the ocean, Kaʻaluʻalu appears creased. This saying is applied
jokingly to the wrinkles of a person, or to wrinkled clothing (43).
Na mamo pihaʻā i kai o Kaʻaluʻalu.
The driftwood descendants at the sea of Kaʻaluʻalu.
Said of the innumerable children of large families, who are like the driftwood that
litters the beach of Kaʻaluʻalu, Kaʻū (2262).
No Kaʻaluʻalu no la hoʻi kūpuna.
Naturally, when the ancestors hailed from Kaʻaluʻalu.
A play on ʻaluʻalu (baggy or loose-fitting). Said of any person whose clothes do
not fit properly or whose bundles are not secure. Kaʻaluʻalu is a place in Kaʻū,
Hawaiʻi (2330).
Aia i Keaʻā.
He is in Keaʻā.
A Kaʻū saying applied to a willfully inattentive person who hears no more that a
deaf-mute. A play on aʻā (44).
Ke kula wai ʻole o Kamaʻoa.
The waterless plain of Kamaʻoa.
The plain of Kamaʻoa, in Kaʻū, was well populated, but its people had to go
upland for their watery supply (1762).
Ka pali walowalo hea kanaka o Mōlīlele.
The eerie man-calling cliff of Mōlīlele.
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Mōlī-lele (Mōlī’s Leap), in Kaʻū, is the place where an unhappy girl named Mōlī
once leaped over the cliff in suicide. On each anniversary of her death the gale
there blows a little harder that usual, and a person standing at the point from
which she jumped can hear a rushing sound, as of a tapa-clad person running by
(1533).
Kahuku kau ʻaoʻao.
One-sided Kahuku.
Refers to Kahuku, Kaʻū. At one time, Kamehameha I made a bargain with some
farmers to exchange poi for fish. A konohiki of Kahuku named Kaholowaho took
huge calabashes of poi to the chief, who gave him one small fish in return.
Kaholowaho tied the fish to one end of a carrying stick to show his neighbors
what the chief had done. After several such exchanges, Kaholowaho brought
Kamehameha a small taro in a big container. When the chief saw the taro he
laughed, and from then on played fair. The fish tied to one end of the carrying
stick produced the saying, “One-sided Kahuku” (1320).
Ka ua Hāʻao o Waiōhinu.
The Hāʻao rain of Waiōhinu.
A poetical expression in reference to Waiōhinu in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi. The Hāʻao rain
comes down from the mountain in columns to Waiōhinu. It is mentioned in songs
and chants of Kaʻū (1550).
Ke ʻā makauli o Kamilo.
The dark-faced lava rocks of Kamilo.
The dark stones of Kamilo beach in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi (1678).
Ahuwale na pali kahakai o Kamilo.
Exposed are the sea cliffs at Kamilo beach.
Said of a woman who sits carelessly and exposes herself. Kamilo is a beach in
Kaʻū (22).
Kamilo pae aliʻi; Kamilo pae kanaka.
Kamilo where chiefs land; Kamilo where commoners land.
Refers to the beach in Kaʻū called Kamilo. It is partly rocky and partly sandy.
When a person died at sea between Halaaniani, Puna, and Kamilo, the current
would wash up the body at this beach. If the drowned person was a chief, his
body would wash up on the rough side, but if he was a commoner he would float
to the smooth side where anyone could come and remove him (1482).
Ka wahine alualu pū hala o Kamilo.
The hala-pursuing woman of Kamilo.
A current comes to Kamilo in Kaʻū from Halaaniani in Puna; whatever is tossed
in the sea at Halaaniani floats into Kamilo. Kapua once left her husband in Puna
and went to Kaʻū. He missed her so badly that he decided to send her a pretty
loincloth she had made him. This might make her think of him and come back.

42

He wrapped the malo around the stem of a hala cluster, tied it securely in place
with a cord, and tossed it into the sea. A few days later some women went fishing
at Kamilo and noticed a hala cluster bobbing in the water. Kapua was among
them. Eagerly they tried to seize it until one of the women succeeded. Kapua
watched as the string was untied and the malo unfolded. She knew that it was her
husband’s plea to come home, so she returned to Puna (1642).
ʻAʻohe ʻalawa wale iho ia Maliʻo.
Not even a glance at Maliʻo.
Said of a haughty person. Pele was once so annoyed with Maliʻo and her brother
Halaaniani that she turned them both into stone and let them lie in the sea in Puna,
Hawaiʻi. It was at the bay named after Halaaniani that clusters of pandanus were
tossed into the sea with tokens to loved ones. These were borne by the current to
Kamilo in Kaʻū (127).
Hiohio ka makani i luna o Kapaliwaiʻole.
The wind whistles on Kapaliwaiʻole.
How ignorance speaks! Kapaliwaiʻole is in Kaʻū (1009).
Keiki uhaʻi koaiʻe o ʻOhaikea.
Lad of ʻOhaikea who breaks koaiʻe logs.
An expression of admiration for any youth of ʻOhaikea in Kaʻū. A handsome
young man of that locality was said to have been so strong that he could break a
log in two with his bare hands (1709).
Lele kōheoheo i ka pali o Kapaheo.
Plummeting from the cliff of Kapaheo.
A Kaʻū saying and a play on heo (quickly gone) (1984).
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KAʻŪ PLACE NAMES
Each place has a story that is often times communicated through the meaning of its name.
A place name may tell of a commemorative event, an important person, may describe the
physical environment of a place, or reveal the function of the land. Traditional place
names that have persisted through time provide an avenue to understand a landscape and
tap into the mana (spiritual power) that is apart of each area. When explaining the
concept of mana that is instilled in a name, Pūkuʻi writes, “Once spoken, an inoa took on
an existence, invisible, intangible, but real. An inoa could be a causative agent, capable
of marshaling mystic elements to help or hurt the bearer of the name. And, so went the
belief, the more an inoa was spoken, the stronger became this name-force and its
potential to benefit or harm” (Pukui et al. 1974).
Traditional Hawaiian place names often reoccur in oli, mele, moʻolelo, and ʻōlelo noʻeau.
Other sources that have documented these names include ethnographic surveys, historic
maps, and early historic documents such as Land Commission Award (LCA) claims,
Grant claims, and Boundary Commission testimonies. The place names that are presented
in the following tables were gathered from research done by Pukui and Elbert (1986),
Pukui, Elbert, and Moʻokini (1974), and Lloyd Soehren (2010). There are no diacritical
marks (ʻokina and kahakō) used in the list of names because they are rarely used in the
original sources. The known misspellings of place names are identified by an asterisk (*)
and when a feature is unidentified it is referred to as a “place”. In the lexicology section
of these tables, the names with documented translations are presented with an equal
symbol (=) and those that provide a possible interpretation of a name are accompanied by
a tilde (~).
The following place names are associated with the ahupuaʻa of Punaluʻu Kamā‘oa,
Kawela, Kī‘ao, Pākini Iki, Pākini Nui, and Pu‘u‘eo.
Abbreviations and Symbols in Place Name Tables
AB
BC
BCT
GR
IDLL
IN
LCAw
MI
MB
ms.
NR
NT
PE
PEM
RM

Land Commission, Awards Book
Boundary Certificate No. (volume: page)
Boundary Commission Testimony
Index of All Grants Part I
Interior Dept., Land, Letters (Incoming). Archives of Hawaii.
Indices of Awards , Land Commission
Land Commission Award
Mitchell, Triangulation in Hawaii
Mahele Book
Manuscript
Land Commission, Native Register
Land Commission, Native Testimony
Pukui & Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary
Pukui, Elbert & Moʻokini, Place Names of Hawaii
Registered Map No.____
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RPG
Royal Patent Grant No.____
TM
Tax Map (zone, section, plat)
TMK
Tax Map Key (zone, section, plat, parcel)
UL
Emerson, N. B., Unwritten Literature of Hawaii
USGS
United States Geological Survey
*
Misspelling of name
See references for complete citations
Table 1. Punaluʻu Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Retained by Lot Kamehameha, LCAw
puna-luʻu.
7715:15. The name is also applied to a
PEM: coral
Gulch, Harbor and village. Ancient
dived for, Spring
fishing rights extend out to sea.
water dived for.

Name
Punaluu

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Halelau

Heiau

Same as Kaneeleele (Stokes); one of a
pair with Punaluunui (Thrum).

Kaauloa

Cave

Between Puehu and Kaimuokanaka,
about 2 chains NE of Wailau/Punaluu
boundary. Elev. about 800 ft. Also spelt
Keaauloa, Keaaloa.

Kaimuhapuu

Boundary point,
kauhale

Kalaekoko

Boundary point,
place

Kalepohelelei

Boundary point,
place

Kamakaili

Boundary point,
place

“...a kauhale kahiko” along the
Punaluu Gulch, between Pooauwai and
Leinaomahu on Punaluu/Mohokeanui
boundary.
“...a small cultivating ground, oioina
and puu pahoehoe” (p.415) “...where
Mohokeaiki is cut off by Mohokeanui.”
(p.412). Between shore and Kukuikaloa
on Punaluu/Mohokeaiki boundary.
Elev. about 40 ft.
“...a punawai where Mohokeaiki
comes in; there is an auwai at that place
that a Mohokea konohiki made.”
(p.418) “...the branches of the
[Punaluu] kahawai...” (p.417) The
south corner of Mohokeanui, on the
Punaluu/Moaula boundary in Punaluu
Gulch. Elev. about 480 ft.
“...at foot of pali” on
Punaluu/Mohokeanui boundary,
between Pooauwai and Kilohana. Elev.
about 3600 ft.

Kaneeleele

Heiau

“Located east of and adjoining
Punaluu wharf and warehouses, which
are probably built on the heiau
premises...The name Kaneʻeleʻele has
been selected on Thrum's
authority...but was not known in
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ka-imu-hāpuʻu.
PE: the oven [for
baking] tree fern.

Location
Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 121,000
East: 493,000
Catalog No.
396.48.000
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.003
Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 117,500
East: 492,200
Catalog No.
396.48.008
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.020

Source
MB 13; IN
64; BCT
1:418.
Stokes
1991:132;
Thrum
1907a:47.
RM 1455;
BC 95
(3:219); BCT
1:418.
BCT 1:415.

Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 113,350
East: 501,400
Catalog No.
396.48.012

BC 95
(3:217).

ka-lepo-heleleʻi.
PE: the
crumbling earth.

Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 122,000
East: 498,100
Catalog No.
396.48.016

BC 94
(3:214); BCT
1:417,418.

ka-makaili.
PE: the rocky
patches where
sweet potatoes or
taro were
cultivated.
kāne-ʻeleʻele.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 140,500
East: 473,400
Catalog No.
396.48.022

BC 95
(3:218).

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 111,000
East: 498,250
Catalog No.
396.48.001

Stokes
1991:132;
USGS 1966.

Kapahuko

Boundary point,
place

Kapuewai

Boundary point,
water hole

Kauwila

Pond

Koloakiu

Moʻo

Kuipo

Moʻo

Kukuikaloa

Boundary point,
place

Kukuikaweo-weo

Boundary point,
pali

Kupahaehae

Boundary point,
place

Lanipao

Heiau

Punaluʻu. The first name heard locally
was Mailekini...” A temple of human
sacrifice, mostly destroyed.
“...along [Punaluu] gulch” between
shore and Kupahaehae on
Punaluu/Mohokea boundary.
“...a waterhole” at the shore between
Punaluu and Mohokeaiki.

To the west of Nānaku pond was
another, smaller, spring fed pond called
Kauila. In association to Punaluʻu is the
honu diety Kauila, a protectorate of
children of that area. The honu is a
kinolau, physical manifestation, of the
god Kanaloa.
Claim no. 2564:4 by Nakahuna is for a
“moo aina o Koloakiu”. Perhaps TMK
9601:por.13. Claim no. 10848:2 by
Pookuia is for a parcel in “ili aina o
Koloakiu”. Perhaps TMK 9601:1.
Claim no. 8785 by Kookoo “ma
Kaholoaiu [sic] ili aina” adjoins
10848:2 on the Kona side but was
denied.
Claim no. 8760C:1 by Kekaula is for a
“moo aina o Kuipo ma Punaluu”.
Perhaps TMK 9601:5 or por.10.
“...an old cultivating ground” (p. 417)
“...lepo on Punaluu, and the pahoehoe
on the other side” (p. 418) Located at
the north corner of Mohokeanui
Section 1, on Punaluu/Moaula
boundary. Elev. about 50 ft. Also
written “Kukuiokaloa.”
“...the pali nui mauka” between
Pooauwai and Puu Iki on
Punaluu/Mohokeanui boundary.
Between Kapahuko and Kukuikaloa on
Punaluu/Mohokea boundary.
“Located near the southwest boundary
of Punaluu, 1600 feet from the
sea...This is a small, L-shaped
enclosure with walls 6 feet high and
from 6 to 7.5 feet thick...said to have
been built by Laka, of Kauai.” Two
witnesses before the Boundary
Commission gave the name “Punaluu”
and “Punaluunui” to a heiau in this
location. (BCT 1:418,419)
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koloa-kiu.
PE: spy or scout
duck. [Perhaps a
reference to
Imaikalani (q.v.),
a blind chief of
Kaʻū who was
warned of
impending attack
by a pair of
ducks.]

Quadrangle: 10-69
Catalog No.
396.48.010
Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 112,000
East: 501,000
Catalog No.
396.48.009

BCT 1:418.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.027

NT
8:372,377.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.028
Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 116,950
East: 502,900
Catalog No.
396.48.014

NT 8:392.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.023
Quadrangle: 10-69
Catalog No.
396.48.011
Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 111,600
East: 496,400
Catalog No.
396.48.005

BCT 1:419.

BCT 1:418.

Clark 1985;
60, Tangaro
2005; 23

BC 95
(3:217); BC
94 (3:214);
BCT
1:417,418.

BCT 1:418.
Stokes
1991:132.

Leinaomahu

Boundary point,
kauhale

Mailehahei

Moʻo

Mailekini

Heiau

Makahuki

Boundary point,
knoll

Nahuina

Boundary point,
place

Nanaku

Pond

Naono

ʻIli ʻāina

Pahoa

Moʻo

Papakolea

Boundary point,
place

Pohakuhee

Boundary point,
mahinaʻai

Pooauwai

Boundary point,
place

Puaniki

Moʻo

Puehu

Cone, ʻili ʻāina

“...along Punaluu kahawai...a kauhale
kahiko where I used to live.” (p.414)
Between Kaimuhapuu and Kilohana on
Punaluu/Mohokeanui boundary.
Claim no. 2564:3 by Nakahuna is for
“1 loi moo aina o Mailehahei”.

Same as Kaneeleele. “The name
Kāneʻeleʻele has been selected on
Thrum's authority. It was on the list
furnished me by Mr. Thrum but was
not known in Punaluʻu. The first name
heard locally was Mailekini...”
“...a puu pahoehoe where Mohokeanui
[section 1] commences again”.
Between Kalaekoa and Kukuikaloa on
Punaluu/Mohokeanui boundary. Elev.
about 50 ft.
Located along Punaluu Gulch “where
Opilopilo kahawai comes in and where
Mohokeanui joins Punaluu again...”

maile-hahei.
Maile worn
across the
shoulder like a
kīkepa. (MKP:
personal
communication.)
maile-kini.
PEM: many
maile [Alyxia
olivaeformis]
vines.

nā-huina.
PE: the
junctions.

Large spring-fed pond adjoining the
east end of Punaluʻu Beach. The pond
was formerly filled with bulrushes.
BCT 1:418.

Nānaku.
PE: Lit.,
bulrushes.

Claim no. 8760:1 by Kaawa is for his
“moo aina o Pahoa ma Punaluu”.
Perhaps TMK 9603:5,6.
Between Kalepohelelei and Pooauwai
on Punaluu/Mohokeaiki boundary.

pāhoa.
PEM: dagger.

“...the mauka corner of Mohokea-iki
where the auwai or gulch between
Mohokea-iki and Mohokea-nui ends...”
between Waialamoo and Kamakaili on
Punaluu/Mohokea-iki boundary. Elev.
about 2250 ft.
Claim no. 2564:2 by Nakahuna is for
“2 loi moo aina o Puaniki”. Claim no.
8785 by Kookoo was denied.

poʻo-ʻauwai.
PE: head or end
[of] ditch.

Claim no. 8753 by Kumoku “ma
Punaluu, he moo aina koʻu o Puehu”
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papa-kōlea.
PE: plover flats.

puaniki.
PE: small
wooden bowl, as
for an indiviual
serving of poi.
puehu.
PEM: scattered.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.021

BCT
1:414,416.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.029

NT 8:372.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 111,000
East: 498,250
Catalog No.
396.48.002

Stokes
1991:132;
RM 1455.

Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 114,400
East: 501,200
Catalog No.
396.48.013
Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 122,200
East: 497,900
Catalog No.
396.48.015

BCT 1:415.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.030
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.031
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.017
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.032
Quadrangle: 10-69
North: 132,600
East: 485,300
Catalog No.
396.48.019

NT 8:429.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.033

NT
8:372,377.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 113,400

RM 1455;
NR 8:163;

BCT 1:418.

PE

NT 8:391.
BCT 1:412.

BC 94
(3:215); BC
95 (3:218);
BCT 1:419.

Puhaka

Moʻo

Punaluu

Village

Punaluu Gulch

Stream

Punaluu Harbor

Harbor

Punaluu Park

was not awarded. Claim no. 10848:3 by
Pookuia was for a “kihapai wauke ma
Puehu” was not awarded. Claim no.
7606C:1 by Kumaiku for “he moo o
Puehu ma Punaluu” was not awarded.
Claim no. 8004:1 by Ahia 2 is for his
“pahale ma ka moo aina o Puehu”.
TMK 9601:8. Claim no. 9167B:1 by
Makuaole for a “moo kihapai o Puehu
ma Punaluu” was not awarded. Also
spelt “Puu Ehu” (q.v.). A littoral cone
just makai of Mamalahoa Hwy, leveled
by developers in the 1960’s. Elev. 253
ft. at trig. station (destroyed).
Claim no. 8004:2 by Ahia 2 is for a
“kihapai ma ka moo o Puhaka ma
Punaluu”. Claim no. 10836:1 by
Poohina is for “2 kihapai kalo 1 kihapai
wauke ma Puhaka ili o Punaluu”.
Coastal community.

East: 494,350
Catalog No.
396.48.034

NT 8:377;
USGS 1966.

pūhaka.

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.035

NT
8:389,429.

puna-luʻu.
PEM: coral
dived for.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 111,000
East: 497,000
Catalog No.
396.48.024
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.037
Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 111,000
East: 497,800
Catalog No.
396.48.025
Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 110,000
East: 497,000
Catalog No.
396.48.026
Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.004

USGS 1966.

Rises at 5720 ft. elevation, ends at
Keoneeleele Flat, 4000 ft. from the
shore.
Former plantation port connected to
sugar mill at Pahala by railroad.

puna-luʻu.
PEM: coral
dived for.
puna-luʻu.
PEM: coral
dived for.

Park

County beach park.

puna-luʻu.
PEM: coral
dived for.

Punaluunui

Heiau

Puna-luʻu nui.
Big Punaluʻu.

Puu Ehu

Cone,
triangulation
station

Puu Enuhe

Puʻu,
triangulation
station

Same as Kaneeleele (Stokes); one of a
pair with Halelau (Thrum). Two
witnesses before the Boundary
Commission gave this name to a heiau
in the location of Lanipao heiau, on the
Wailau/Punaluu bdry. (BCT 1:418,419)
The Wailau/Punaluu boundary passes
on “the Kona base of a hill called
Puuehu” (p.418) between Punaluunui
heiau and Puuiki. The hill is the top of
a prehistoric littoral cone in the Kau
Volcanic Series leveled by developers
in the 1960’s. Elev. 253ft. at trig.
station (destroyed). Also spelt “Puehu”
(q.v.).
Elev. 2333 ft. at trig. station. See PEM
for legend.
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puʻu ehu.
PEM: dust hill.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 113,400
East: 494,350
Catalog No.
396.48.006

puʻu ʻenuhe.
PEM: caterpillar
hill.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 125,600
East: 486,400

USGS 1966.
USGS 1966.

USGS 1966.

Stokes
1991:132;
Thrum
1907a:47;
BCT
1:418,419.
BCT
1:418,419;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.

RM 1455;
USGS 1966.

Puu Moa

Point, surf site

The surf site is off the west end of
Punaluʻu Beach; adjacent to the point.

Puupuua

Moʻo

Claim no. 2564:5 by Nakahuna is for a
patch of “wauke & maia ma Puupuua”.

Waialamoo

Boundary point,
place

Located between Kalepohelelei and
Pooauwai on Punaluu/Mohokeaiki
boundary. Elev. about 2120 ft.

49

Puʻu moa.
PE: Lit., chicken
hill.
puʻupuʻua.
PE: choked,
suffocated,
strangled.
wai-ʻalamoʻo.
Water of the
ʻalamoʻo fish [an
endemic freshwater goby,
Lentipes
concolors].

Catalog No.
396.48.007

PE

Quadrangle: 10-68
Catalog No.
396.48.036

NT 8:372.

Quadrangle: 10-68
North: 132,000
East: 486,500
Catalog No.
396.48.018

BC 95
(3:218).

Table 2. Kamāʻoa Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Returned by Leleiohoku, retained by
kamāʻoa.
Gov. at Māhele. The ahupuaʻa of
PEM: not
Kamaoa cuts off the smaller, inland
translated.
ahupuaʻa of Keaa, Waiopua and
Mohowae from the sea. Its shore
boundary with Pu Eo is unknown.
“Plain near Ka Lae...a place noted for
red dust; people jumped from a cliff
(Kau-maea-lele-kawa, q.v.) near here
into a dust heap in imitation of the sport
of leaping from a cliff into water (lele
kawa).” (PEM)
Claim no. 9206 by Kalaulu for his
ahu-moa.
“mau ili aina 2, aia maloko o Kamaoa
PEM: gathering
he ahupuaa, Kamanini ka inoa o
of chickens.
kekahi, o Ahumoa kekahi...” was not
awarded.
“Cave near [in] Kamāʻoa, Kaʻū,
ʻalalā-keiki.
Hawaiʻi.” Quad uncertain.
PEM: child's
wail (believed
heard here).
Retained by Kaholo, who later
relinquished it in exchange for the ʻili
of Ahualiʻi in ʻEwa, Oʻahu. Claim no.
9110 by Kapunohu, claim no. 9246 by
Kaaimoa, claim no. 9808:1 by
Naholowaa and claim no. 10571 by
Oiaio were not awarded. (NR)
“The name of the current coming from
halaʻea.
the east at Ka Lae (South Point),
PEM: not
Hawaii, which meets a current from the translated.
west named Kāwili; the two currents go
out to sea together. Halaʻea was named
for a chief. A stone on the shore
nearby, Pōhaku-o-ke-au (stone of the
time), is believed to turn over in strong
seas, an omen of coming change.”
Claim no. 10737:2 by Puhalahua is for
hale-ka-mahina.
his “ili o Halekamahina”.
PEM: house [of]
the moon.
A broad area inland, between Puu
hāliʻi.
Mauu and Ka Lae Paakai.
PEM: strewn.

Name
Kamaoa

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Ahumoa

ʻIli ʻāina

Alalakeiki

Cave

Awakapo

ʻIli kū

Halaea

Current

Halekamahina

ʻIli ʻāina

Halii

Place

Haliipaakai

Cave

The name may apply to a cave at the
shore near Mahana or to a small point
containing the cave. The name may
refer to the making of sea salt.

hāliʻi-paʻakai.
PE: salt strewn.

Hanaloa

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10518:1 by Nahuakai is for
his “ili o Hanaloa ma Kamaoa”. Cf.
Hanalua.

hana-loa.
PEM: long bay
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Location
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 44,000
East: 444,000
Catalog No.
393.08.000

Source
MB 28; IN
31; USGS
1962;
Alexander
ms:6.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.047

NR 8:625.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.008

PEM 9.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.001

MB 55; NR
8:621,629,65
8.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.007

PEM:35.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.048
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 40,500
East: 40,500
Catalog No.
393.08.026
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 38,100
East: 450,000
Catalog No.
393.08.024
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.049

NR 8:661;
NT 8:464.
USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

NT 8:463.

Hanalua

Bay

Below Kipuka Hanalua. Cf. Hanaloa.

Huki

ʻIli ʻāina

Hulei

ʻIli ʻāina

Ililoa

ʻIli ʻāina

Ka Lae

Point, ʻili ʻāina

Ka Lae o Hoaiku

Point

Ka Lae Paakai

Point

Claim no. 7628:1 by Keamio is for a
“kihapai kalo ili o Huki ma Kamaoa
ahupuaa”.
Claim no. 9226 by Kapahi is for his
“apana aina ma Hulei ili no Kamaoa
ahupuaa”. Also claims no. 9223:1 by
Kalawaia, 9916 by Laanui, and 9011:1
by Hilinai.
Claim no. 9099 by Keohuhu: “he mau
kihapai 2 koʻu ma Kamaoa, o na Ililoa
elua ka inoa”.
LCAw 9249C to Kuaipalahalaha (TMK
9301:4x) is unlocated. Claim no. 10737
by Puhalahua, no. 9249 by Kaoo and
9249B by Molaolao were not awarded.
(NR) A claim filed by I. Napahi was
lost. (NT) The cape is also known as
South Point.
Misspelt “Ka Lea o Hoaiku” on USGS
1982 and relocated to the point
formerly called Ekuokapuaa (which is
moved inland) but which is actrually
Pulehua, the boundary between Puueo
and Kawela. Coordinates are for the
position on the 1962 edition.
Probably a place where salt was made.

Kaahue

Cave

A cave at the shore of a small bay and a
kipuka inland.

Kaalo

Place

Kaawa

ʻIli ʻāina

At the mouth of Kahawai Kolono.
“Bend in the coast west of South Point,
Hawaii; fishing is good here in calm
weather; a pier built here some years
ago against the advice of local
Hawaiians was soon destroyed by the
elements.” (PEM)
Claim no. 10518 by Nahuakai: “Eia
koʻu ili aina o Kaawa...”

Kahawai Kolono*

Stream

Misspelt. See Kahawai o Lono.
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Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 32,500
East: 443,000
Catalog No.
393.08.018
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.050
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.051

USGS 1962.

ʻili-loa.
PE: long ʻili land
division.
ka lae.
PEM: the point.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.052
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 29,200
East: 436,550
Catalog No.
393.08.046

NR 8:620.

ka lae o hoaikū.
PE: the point of
Hoaikū.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 44,100
East: 455,500
Catalog No.
393.08.030

USGS 1962.

ka-lae-paʻakai.
PE: the salt
point.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 41,000
East: 453,400
Catalog No.
393.08.027
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 34,300
East: 445,700
Catalog No.
393.08.019
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 33,600
East: 435,700
Catalog No.
393.08.010

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.053
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,000
East: 437,700
Catalog No.
393.08.032

NR 8:657.

huki.
hulei.

ka-ʻalo.
PEM: the
avoidance.

ka-ʻawa.
PE: the kava.

NT 8:462.
NT
8:478,480.

IN 448; NR
8:661; NT
6:215; USGS
1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962;
PEM 60.

USGS 1962.

Kahawai o Lono

Stream

Kahukupoko

Point

Kakapa

ʻIli ʻāina

Kalalea

Heiau

Kalehu

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamaloulu

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamanini

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamaoa Hmstds

Homestead

Kamokaloulu

ʻIli ʻāina

Kanaloa

ʻIli ʻāina

Kananaka

Place

“The Kahawai-o-Lono is a large dry
gulch washed by downpours, which
extends to the sea [at Kaalo] just above
South Point. Lono was embodied in the
rain cloud, and in the sound of
thunder.” Misspelt Kahawai Kolono by
USGS.
A small point.

kahawai-o-lono.
Stream of [the
god] Lono.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,000
East:437,700
Catalog No.
393.08.032

Handy &
Handy
1972:592.

ka-huku-poko.
PE: the short
projection.

USGS 1962.

Claim no. 10947:2 by Wahaeku is for a
“kihapai kalo ma Kakapa ili no
Kamaoa”. Claim no. 7613:2 by Kekua
was not awarded.
“Located at the southern point, Ka Lae,
between the lighthouse and the sea...a
small enclosure, 43 by 35 feet...” A
major fishing shrine.

kakapa.
PE: edge.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 33,100
East: 435,500
Catalog No.
393.08.011
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.054

Stokes
1991:115119.

Claim no. 9523 by Kawaimaka for his
parcel in “ili o Kalehu ma Kamaoa
ahupuaa” was denied. Claim no. 9011:3
by Hilinai for his “pohopaakai ma
Kalehu ili ma Kamaoa” was also
denied.
Claim no. 7612 by Kuaana is for “ili o
Kamaloulu ma Kamaoa”. TMK
9303:17,18. Also written Kamokaloulu
(q.v.).
Claim no. 9206:1 by Kalaulu for a
parcel in “ili o Kamanini ma Kamaoa”
was not awarded.

ka-lehu.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 29,650
East: 435,200
Catalog No.
393.08.004
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.055

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.056

NT 8:463.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.058

NR 8:625;
NT 8:488.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 63,000
East: 443,000
Catalog No.
393.08.044
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.057

USGS 1981.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.059

NR 8:657.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 32,200
East: 435,500
Catalog No.
393.08.012

USGS 1962.

Claim no. 7612 by Kuaana:
“Kamokaloulu ka inoa o ka ili aina, o
Kamaoa ke ahupuaa”. TMK
9303:17,18. Also written Kamaloulu
(q.v.).
Claim no. 10518 by Nahuakai: “Eia
koʻu ili aina...o Kanaloa kekahi ili”.
At shore above Pali Haukeuke.
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kalalea.
PEM: prominent.

ka-manini.
PE: a variety of
banana, sugar
cane, taro, sweet
potato, and fish.
kamāʻoa.
PEM: not
translated.
ka-moka-loulu.

kanaloa.
PEM: probably
named for the
god.
ka-nanaka.

NT 8:479.

NR 8:632;
NT
8:478,487.

NR 8:150.

Kapuaulu

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 9523 by Kawaimaka for “1
lauhala ma Kapuaulu” was not
awarded.

Kapuuone

Surf

A surf on the east side of Ka Lae
(South Point).

Kaukini

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaulana

Cove, point

Kaulu

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaumaea

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaumala

ʻIli ʻāina

Kauwila

ʻIli ʻāina

Kawili

Current

Keanapu

ʻIli ʻāina

ka-pua-ʻulu.
PE: the
breadfruit
flower. ka-puaulu. PE: the
growing flower.
ka-puʻu-one.
PEM: the sand
hill.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.060

NR 8:632.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.003

Ii 1963:134.

Claim no. 7609:1 by Kupapaulu, claim
no. 7611:1 by Kauluwai, claim no.
7613 by Kekua, claim no. 10351 by
Naone in the ʻili of Kaukini Kamaoa
ahupuaʻa were not awarded. Claim no.
7682:3 by Keamio might be located at
TMK 9303:6.
A small boat launching ramp was
constructed here.

kau-kini.
PEM: placing
multitude.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.062

NT
8:463,491,49
2,493.

kaulana. PEM:
[boat] landing.

USGS 1962.

LCAw 10341 to Nalohekolu (TMK
9303:37) is in Kaulu. Claim no. 9807:1
by Kanika, claim no. 9808:2 by
Naholoaa, claim no. 9173:1 by Keaka,
claim no. 9658:1 by Keoho were not
awarded.
Claim no. 9155:1 by Kaumu is a
“kihapai ma ka ili o Kaumaea ma
Kamaoa”. Claim no. 10913 by Uahine
is for “5 kihapai ma Kamaea ili no
Kamaoa”. Claims no. 9257:3 by Kalua,
no. 9224:1 by Kekilo and no. 7613:1 by
Kekua in Kaumaea were not awarded.
Claim no. 7613 by Kekua: “kekahi mea
kuleana aina ma Kamaoa, o Kaumala
ka inoa...”. Not awarded.

kaulu. PEM:
ledge. ka-ʻulu.
PE: the
breadfruit.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 31,300
East: 440,700
Catalog No.
393.08.017
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.063

kau-maea.
PEM: placing
stench.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.064

NT
8:477,487,48
8,489.

Perhaps kaʻumala. PE: the
aching, as after
unaccustomed
exercise.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.065

NR 8:150.

LCAw 10737:2 to Puhalahua (TMK
9303:49), LCAw 9110 to Kapunohu
(TMK 9303:50), LCAw 9099 to
Keohuhu (TMK 9303:51), LCAw
10343 to Napule (TMK 9303:52),
LCAw 7610 to Kaula (TMK 9303:53)
are all in the ʻili of Kauwila. Also
written “Kauila”.
“a current coming from the west to Ka
Lae (South Point), south Hawaii. See
Halaʻea.”

kauila.
PEM: the name
is that of a
number of
species of
hardwood trees.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.061

NT
8:464,477,47
8,480,481.

kāwili.
PEM: twist.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.006

PEM 100.

Claim no. 9173:3 by Keaka for a
“kihapai ma Keanapu ili no Kamaoa”

ke-ʻanapu.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.

NR 8:633;
NT 8:488.
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NT
8:477,487,48
8,489.

was denied. Claim no. 9562 by
Keliiwaiwaiole for his “apana aina ma
Keanapu ili” was denied.
Claim no. 8750:3 by Kaulaokeahi for a
“kihapai poho paakai ma Kamaoa
ahupuaa ili o Kekii” was not awarded.
Claim no. 7628:2,5 by Keamio for a
“kihapai kalo ma ka ili o
Kiikanakanaka [and his] pahale...” was
not awarded. Claim no. 10518:2 by
Nahuakai is for his portion of the “ili o
Kiikanakanaka”.
“Ili no Kamaoa.” Returned by I.
Napahi, retained by aupuni.

Kekii

ʻIli ʻāina

Kiikana-kanaka

ʻIli ʻāina

Kiiokalani

ʻIli kū

Kipuka Hanalua

Kīpuka

Above Hanalua bay, northeast of Ka
Lae.

Kipuka Kaahue

Kīpuka

Above Kaahue cave.

Kipuka Kamao

Kīpuka

Below Kipuka Kuniau, elev. 120 ft. to
160 ft.

Kipuka Kuniau

Kīpuka

Above Kipuka Kamao, elev. 160 ft. to
200 ft.

Kipuka Mali

Kīpuka

Elev. about 700 ft.

Kipuka Puu Kou

Kīpuka

Elev. about 900 ft.

Kukuioi

ʻIli ʻāina

Lalahala

Cove

Claim no. 9257:1 by Kalua for “3
kihapai ma Kamaoa ahupuaa, ili o
Kukuio” was not awarded. Claims no.
9806 by Kuaana, no. 9216 by
Kahumano and 10340 by Namalo were
not awarded.

393.08.066
ke-kiʻi.
PE: the image.
kiʻi-kanakanaka.

kiʻi-o-ka-lani.
kīpuka hana-lua.

kīpuka mali.
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lālā-hala.
PE: pandanus
tree branch.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.067
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.068

NT 8:462.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.002
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 34,000
East: 442,000
Catalog No.
393.08.033
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,000
East: 445,500
Catalog No.
393.08.037
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 34,500
East: 440,500
Catalog No.
393.08.035
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,500
East: 440,500
Catalog No.
393.08.036
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 61,000
East: 450,000
Catalog No.
393.08.042
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 66,500
East: 450,00
Catalog No.
393.08.043
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.069

MB 98, 99,
191.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 45,200
East: 455,950
Catalog No.

USGS 1962.

NT 8:462,
463, 488.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

NT
8:486,487;
NR
8:629,632.

Lua Makalei

Cave

A very large lava tube designated
Makalei Shelter, Site H2, by Bishop
Museum. For stories about Makalei,
see Beckwith 1970.

lua mākālei.
PE: pit [of]
Mākālei, "a
supernatural tree
found on
Molokaʻi;
portions of its
root were placed
by the gates of
fish ponds, as
they were
thought to attract
fish." (PE)
lua o pala-hemo.
PE: pit of
Palahemo (q.v.).

Lua o Palahemo

Pit, pool

A famous water hole east of Ka Lae
and near the shore. See PEM Palahemo
for sayings.

Luakeananolo

Cave

At shore north of Ka Lae.

Mahana Bay

Bay

A bay formed in an eroded littoral
cone, breached by the sea.

Mahilopa

ʻIli ʻāina

mahi-lōpā.

Meemee

ʻIli ʻāina

Mokulani

ʻIli ʻāina

Onikinalu

Cove

Claim no. 9808:3 by Naholoaa for his
“kihapai kalo ma Mahilopa ili ma
Kamaoa” was denied. Claim no. 9224:2
by Kekilo for his “kihapai kalo ma ka
ili o Mahilopa” was denied.
Claim no. 9561:1 by Kalua for a parcel
in “Meemee ili ma Kamaoa” was
denied.
Claim no. 9561:4 by Kalua for a
“kihapai ma Mokulani ili ma Kamaoa”
was not awarded. Written “Mokulanai”
in NR 8:661.
Below Onikipuka Ridge.

Onikipuka Ridge

Place

Near the shore above Onikinalu.

ʻōniki-puka.

Palahemo

Pit, pool

A famous water hole east of Ka Lae
and near the shore. See PEM for
sayings. Also known as Lua-oPalahemo.

pala-hemo.
PEM: loose dab
of excreta.

At shore north of
Ka Lae.
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meʻemeʻe.
moku-lani.

ʻōniki-nalu.

393.08.031
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 32,550
East: 439,000
Catalog No.
393.08.034

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 30,400
East: 438,300
Catalog No.
393.08.016
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 30,800
East: 435,850
Catalog No.
393.08.014
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 38,000
East: 449,000
Catalog No.
393.08.022
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.070

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.071
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.072

NT 8:488.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 42,400
East: 454,000
Catalog No.
393.08.028
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 43,900
East: 452,600
Catalog No.
393.08.029
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 30,400
East: 438,300
Catalog No.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

NT
8:487,489.

NT 8:488.

USGS 1962.

PEM 176.

Pali Haukeuke

Point

At shore below Kananaka.

pali hāʻukeʻuke.
PE: sea urchin
(Colohocentrotus
atratus) cliff.

Paopao

ʻIli ʻāina

Papakolea

Place

Claim no. 10680 by Puhi for his “apana
aina ma Paopao ili ma Kamaoa”, claim
no. 9113 by Kekai and claim no. 9113B
by Keawekuhia were denied. Claim no.
9916:1 by Laanuui is for his “pa aina
me pahale me paholoholona ma Paopao
me Hulei he mau ili no Kamaoa”.
Claim no. 9082:1 by Kuawili and claim
no. 10737 by Puhalahua are for their
parcels in Paopao.
“Beach 3 miles northeast of Ka Lae,
Hawaii, famous for its sand consisting
predominantly of green olivine
crystals.”

Pialae

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 7628:4 by Keamio is for a
parcel in “ili o Pialae”.

Pohakuloa

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 9561:5 by Kalua for a “poho
paakai ma Pohakuloa” was not
awarded. At the mouth of an unnamed
intermittent stream.

pōhaku-loa.
PEM: long stone.

Pohakuokeau

Stone

pōhaku-o-ke-au.
PEM: stone of
the current or
stone of the
times.

Pohokinikini

Place

“A stone nearby [Kalalea heiau] is
called Pōhaku-o-ke-au, which may be
translated ‘stone of the current’
(referring to intersecting currents; see
Halaʻea) or ‘stone of the times’
referring to the belief that the stone
turned over if there was to be a change
of government.” [Located just outside
the stone wall on the east side of the
Coast Guard station.]
Elev. about 500 ft.

Popolokumai

ʻIli ʻāina

Puu Alii

Place

Puu Huluhulu

Knoll

Claim no. 9561:2 by Kalua for his
“kihapai ma Popolokumai” was not
awarded.
A small sand dune east of Ka Lae.
Archaeological site designated H1 by
Bishop Museum and described in
several reports by K. P. Emory, W. J.
Bonk, Y. H. Sinoto, M. Kelly.
About 600 ft. elev.

56

papa-kōlea.
PEM: plover
flats.

poho-kinikini.
PEM: many
hollows.

puʻu aliʻi.
PEM : royal hill.

puʻu-huluhulu.
PEM: shaggy

393.08.045
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 32,000
East: 435,300
Catalog No.
393.08.013
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.073

USGS 1962.

NT 8:478,
479, 480,491.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 37,600
East: 448,600
Catalog No.
393.08.021

PEM 179;
USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.074
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 36,600
East: 448,200
Catalog No.
393.08.020
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.08.005

NT 8:462.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 47,400
East: 444,000
Catalog No.
393.08.039
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.075
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 29,700
East: 437,500
Catalog No.
393.08.015
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,700

USGS 1962.

NT 8:488;
USGS 1962.

PEM:73
(Kalalea).

NT 8:488.
USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

hill.
Puu Kio

ʻIli ʻāina

Puu Maemae

Knoll

Puu Mauu

Point

A point east of Mahana Bay, of less
than 40 ft. elev.

Puu o Mahana

Cone

A littoral cone breached by the sea
forming Mahana Bay. Source of olivine
crystals forming the famous Green
Sands beach at Papakolea.

Puu Ulaula

Knoll,
triangulation
station

Site of Palahemo trig. station, elev. 175
ft. Also called Pohakuloa. (Mitchell)

Puuaku

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10117 by Moanauli in
“Puuaku ili ma Kamaoa” was not
awarded.

Claim no. 9562 by Keliiwaiwaiole for
“2 pauku aina oʻu, Keanapau, o Puukio,
kuleana pahale ma Kalae” was denied.
Near Pakini-iki/Kamaoa boundary.
Elev. about 960 ft. Site of a group of
wind driven electrical generators. Cf.
Puu Maemae, 393.06.045 in Pakini.
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puʻu mauʻu.
PEM: grass hill.

puʻu-ʻulaʻula.
PEM: red hill.

East: 446,000
Catalog No.
393.08.040
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.077
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 58,000
East: 440,500
Catalog No.
393.08.041
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 38,500
East: 451,200
Catalog No.
393.08.025
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 38,500
East: 448,750
Catalog No.
393.08.023
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,750
East: 444,300
Catalog No.
393.08.038
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.08.076

NR 8:633.
USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.
USGS 1962;
RM 1677;
Mitchell
1930:196.
NT 8:493.

Name
Kawela

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Aahulehu

ʻIli ʻāina

Awawaloa

Place

Ekuokapuaa

Table 3. Kawela Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Retained by Keohokalole, LCAw 8452:17, ka-wela.
at the Māhele.
PEM: the heat.

Location
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 54,000
East: 458,500
Catalog No. 394.12.000
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.018

Source
MB 15; IN
71; USGS
1962.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 47,900
East: 456,600
Catalog No. 394.12.008
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 46,000
East: 456,800
Catalog No. 394.12.007
Quadrangle: 10-74
North: 65,050
East: 459,350
Catalog No. 394.12.016
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.019

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.020

NR 8:645;
NT 8:465.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 65,000
East: 456,000
Catalog No. 394.12.010
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 75,000
East: 445.250
Catalog No. 394.12.003
Quadrangle: 10-74
Catalog No. 394.12.017

USGS 1962.

ka-puaʻa.
PE: the pig.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.021

NR 8:666.

ka-umu-kī.
PE: the ti-root
oven.

Quadrangle: 10-74
North: 63,000
East: 458,950
Catalog No. 394.12.014
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 64,000
East: 454,000
Catalog No. 394.12.009
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 75,000
East: 445,250
Catalog No. 394.12.002
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.022

BC 81
(3:171);
BCT
1:388,390.
USGS 1962.

Claim no. 9852 by Nakapa for a parcel in
“ili o Aahulehu ma Kawela” was not
awarded.
A cove at the mouth of an unnamed
intermittent stream.

ʻaʻahu-lehu.

Point

This name has been moved by USGS from
the shore in 1962 to inland in 1982.

Huahuaakai

Boundary
point, kīpuka

“...a kipuka, with grass growing in
aa...[where] Waiomao joins Kawela...”
TMK 9401:8. Elev. about 430 ft.

ʻeku-o-kapuaʻa.
PE: rooting of
the pig.

Kalawaia

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaluaokini

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamakalepo

Place

Claim no. 9216 by Kahumano for his
“kuleana ma Kawela, ma Kalawaia” was
not awarded.
Claim no. 10062 by Nalaau for his “apana
ma Kaluaokini ili no Kawela” was
awarded. TMK 9404:15x16x.
A broad area above Kaalualu Bay,
extending into quad 10-74 and including
Luanunu [o Kamakalepo] (q.v.).

Kanaha

Heiau

An alternate name for Kukui-o-kaloko
heiau (q.v.).

Kapio

Cave

Kapuaa

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaumuki

Boundary
point, kīhāpai

Kipuka Maheo

Kīpuka

The Kawela/Palauhulu boundary passes
between two caves, one on Palauhulu and
Kapio on Kawela.
Claim no. 10948 by Welu for his “wahi
kihapai nae o Kapuaa, 1 mala uala, 1 mala
ipu, 6 mala paakai” was denied.
“...an old cultivating ground and
hulipali...” between Namahoe and
Puuokikee on Kawela/Kiolakaa boundary.
Elev. about 365. ft.
About 600 ft. elev.

Kukuiokaloko

Heiau

Kukuiokaloko

ʻIli ʻāina

“This small heiau is an enclosure formed
of two platforms and light connecting
walls.” Also called Kanaha. At
Napumaiaakala (q.v.), TMK 9404:13,14?
Claim no. 9750:2 by Kaikamahine for his
“kihapai ma Kukuiokaloko ili ma Kawela
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awāwa-loa.
PE: long
gulch.

ka-lawaiʻa.
PE: the
fisherman.
ka-lua-o-kini.
ka-maka-lepo.

kīpuka maheo.

kukui-o-kaloko.
kukui-o-kaloko.

NT 8:466.

USGS 1962.

BCT 1:390.

NR 8:626.

Stokes
1991:120.
BCT 1:390.

Stokes
1991:120.
NT 8:466.

ahupuaa” was denied. Claim no. 10297:1
by Molina for a “kihapai kalo ma
Kukuiokaloko ili no Kawela” was
awarded. TMK 9404:14.
The gate is on the Kaalualu Road at the
Kawela/Waiomao boundary which
continues makai along a “big Mawae” to
Puu o Kikee at the makai end of Waiomao.
“...the junction of two old roads on a
hulipali.” Between Papakiikii and
Kaumuki on Kawela/Kiolakaa boundary.
Quad uncertain.

Mawae Gate

Place

Namahoe

Boundary
point

Paea

Place

Place at the shore.

Paiahaa

Bay, surf

A surf at Kaalualu. (Ii) “Land division and
ancient surfing area east of South Point,
Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi.” (PEM) A bay. (USGS) A
place named in BC 81.

Pakoe

ʻIli ʻāina

Papakiikii

Boundary
point, puʻu

Claim no. 9154B by Opunui for his
“kuleana aina o Pakoe...a me koʻu pahale
ame oʻu kihapai kalo i Keaa” was denied.
Claim no. 9851:1 by Kaupai for “Pakoe ili
no Kawela ahupuaa” was awarded. TMK
9404:13.
“...a puu pohaku called Papakiikii...”
(p.390) The boundary at shore between
Kawela and Kiolakaa. (BC)

Pauoheohe

Place

Along Kamaoa Road, vicinity of el. 1458.
“After choosing the champion in
[Mohowae] they repaired to Pauoheohe
where...the races began...the course being
along by Napumaiakala [sic] to a hill near
Haleola called Puueo, where the victor was
declared...”

Puu Koihala

Place

Puu o Kikee

Boundary
point

West of Kaalualu Road, about 350 ft. elev.
and about 1.5 miles north of Kaalualu.
Perhaps the site of Puu o Koihala heiau
(q.v.).
A boundary point just above the south
corner of Waiomao on Kawela boundary.
TMK 9401:8. Elev. about 460 ft.
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māwae.
PEM: cleft.
nā māhoe.

pai-a-haʻa.
PEM: lift and
sway [of
waves].

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 67,250
East: 456,100
Catalog No. 394.12.011
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No. 394.12.013

USGS 1962;
BC 81
(3:171).

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,300
East: 459,000
Catalog No. 394.12.006
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,000
East: 458,000
Catalog No. 394.12.005

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No. 394.12.023

puʻu o kīkeʻe.

BCT 1:388.

Ii 1963:134;
PEM 174;
BC 81
(3:169);
USGS 1962.
NR 8:622;
NT 8:645.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,300
East: 459,550
Catalog No. 94.12.012
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 75,400
East: 447,300
Catalog No. 394.12.001

BC 81
(3:171);
BCT
1:388,390.
USGS 1962;
Alexander
ms:6.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 59,500
East: 456,300
Catalog No. 394.12.004
Quadrangle:10-74
North: 65,250
East: 459,150
Catalog No. 394.12.015

USGS 1962.

BC 81
(3:169); BC
82 (3:172);
BCT 1:388.

Kiao

Name

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Table 4. Kīʻao Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Returned by Kalua, retained by Gov. A kīʻao.
small land cut off from the sea and
PEM: perhaps
mostly lying below the Pali o Mamalu. Kia-ao, cloud
pillar.

Haleokane

ʻIli ʻāina

Haleolono

ʻIli ʻāina

Hinuhinumua

ʻIli ʻāina

Ilikahi

ʻIli ʻāina

Kahoakakii

ʻIli ʻāina

Lua Halapepe

Pit

Pali o Kamamalu

Pali

“Pali o Mamalu” on USGS 1962. The
Kahuku fault scarp extends from Kiao
through Pakini-nui to the sea. See also
Pali o Kulani.

Pookanaka

Place

Located at base of Pali o Mamalu.
Elev. about 1160 ft.

Claim no. 8772:1 by Kaaloa is for “ili o
Haleokane ma Kiao ahupuaa”. TMK
9305:por.13x. Claim no. 9157:2 by
Keliikanakaole is for “kihapai kalo ili o
Haleokane ma Kiao ahupuaa”. TMK
9305:13x. Claim no. 8110:2 by
Hamohamo is for “6 kihapai ma
Haleokane ili no Kiao”. TMK
9305:20x. Claim no. 11007:2 by
Wahine for “kihapai kalo ili o
Haleokane ma Kiao” was not awarded.
Claim no. 9156:1 by Kualaula is in “ili
o Haleolono ma Kaio ahupuaa”. TMK
9305:por.10. Claim no. 10841:1 by
Palau is “ma Haleolono ili no Kiao
ahupuaa”. TMK 9305:por.10. Claim
no. 11028B by Kuula is for “3 kihapai
kalo ma Haleolono ili no Kiao”. TMK
9305:19x.
Claim no. 8110:1 by Hamohamo is in
“Hinuhinumua ili ma Kiao ahuuaa”.
TMK 9305:20x.
Claim no. 9157:1 by Keliikanakaole for
“Ilikahi ili ma Kiao ahupuaa” was not
awarded.
Claim no. 10841:2 by Palau for “5
kihapai kalo ma Kahoakakii ili no
Kiao” was not awarded.
Elev. 1440 ft. Near the northwest
corner of Kiao.
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Source
MB 48,189;
USGS 1962.

hale-o-kāne.
PEM: house of
Kāne.

Location
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 74,000
East: 431,000
Catalog No.
393.03.000
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.03.004

hale-o-lono.
PEM: house of
Lono.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.03.005

NT
8:473,474,47
6.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.03.006
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.03.007
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.03.008
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 76,500
East: 427,500
Catalog No.
393.03.002
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 70,000
East: 434,000
Catalog No.
393.03.001
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 71,600
East: 432,700
Catalog No.
393.03.003

NT 8:476.

ka-hoaka-kiʻi.
lua halapepe.
PE: pit [of]
halapepe
(Dracaena spp.)
tree.
pali o kamāmalu. PE:
cliff of Kamāmalu.
poʻo kanaka.
PE: human head;
watermelon
variety. Also a
kind of heiau.

NT
8:472,474,47
6.

NT 8:476.
NT 8:476.
USGS 1962.

TM 9300,
9301, 9305.

USGS 1962.

Table 5. Pākini Iki Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Retained by Lunalilo, LCAw 8559pā-kini-iki.
B:12. “Ancient fishing rights extending PEM: small
out to sea.” (BCT)
Pākini [many
enclosures].

Name
Pākini Iki

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Kaio

Place

Located at top of pali, elev. about 300
ft.

Kanikaula

Heiau

Keahiolo

Place

Kealakio

Place

Between Pouli and Keahiolo along
Pakini-nui/Pakini-iki boundary, near
shore at base of Pali o Kulani.
“...a place where the stones used to roll
down when people went up the pali...”
below Kulani. Near Pakini-nui/Pakiniiki boundary.
At base of pali at shore, at mouth of Na
Ka Puaiakone stream.

Kiohulukai

Boundary point,
place

Kukuiokaleula

Boundary point,
place

Lua Olai

Pit

Molilele

Heiau

Na Ka Puaiakone

Stream

“...the mauka [northwest] corner of
Toma's land [RPG 1371, TMK
9304:por.10]...” Elev. about 1980 ft.
Spelling uncertain; perhaps
"Kuhulukai".
“...the makai [southwest] corner of
Toma’s land [RPG 1371, TMK
9304:por.10] and the mauka
[northwest] corner of Kahalewai’s land
[RPG 2445, TMK 9304:por.10] on
Keaa.” Between Polapola and
Kiahulukai on Pakini-iki/Keaa
boundary. Elev. about 1755 ft.
“A deep hole and fissure caused by the
disturbance during the flow of ʻ68.”
(Alexander) Written “Kaluaolai” on
RM 2176. Located on mauka side of
Mamalahoa Hwy at east edge of 1868
lava flow, at the southeast corner of
TMK 9304:2. Elev. 2040 ft.
“Located at the top of a precipice...on
the most prominent part of the cliff
commands a view extending many
miles in all directions.” A platform
heiau 52 by 113 ft.
Short, intermittent stream running from
about 440 ft. elev. past Kaio to
Kealakio at base of sea cliff. The
spellling appears garbled, and perhaps
should be “Na Kapuai a Kane,” the
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Location
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 48,000
East: 435,000
Catalog No.
393.06.000
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 39,000
East: 435,000
Catalog No.
393.06.010
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.06.039
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.06.040

Source
MB 25; IN
77; BC 75
(3:156-158);
BCT 1:392;
USGS 1962.
USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 38,900
East: 434,600
Catalog No.
393.06.037
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 81,300
East: 439,100
Catalog No.
393.06.067
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 78,400
East: 439,850
Catalog No.
393.06.066

USGS 1962.

lua ōlaʻi.
PE: earthquake
pit.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 83,400
East: 439,200
Catalog No.
393.06.006

USGS 1962;
Alexander
ms:3.

mōlī-lele.
PEM: leaping
albatross.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 41,000
East: 432,800
Catalog No.
393.06.001

Stokes
1991:115;
USGS 1962.
Stokes
1991:115;
USGS 1962.
USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 41,500
East: 435,000
Catalog No.
393.06.009

BCT 1:395.
BCT 1:395.

BCT 1:392.

BCT 1:392.

footprints of Kane.
Between Pohakea and Poo Oki on the
Pakini-iki/Kamaoa boundary. Elev. 760
ft.

Nawawaeo-keoua

Boundary point,
place

Pohakea

Boundary point,
pali

The sea cliff above Pohaku Kulua, on
the boundary between Pakini-iki and
Kamaoa.

Pohaku Kulua

Boundary point,
rock

Pohaku Mano

Boundary point,
rock

“...two rocks in the sea on the boundary
between Pakini-iki and Kamaoa...”
below Pohakea pali.
“...a large rock on the Kamaoa
boundary.” Quad uncertain.

Pohakuloa

Place

At shore near Pohakuwaakauhi;
perhaps an alternate name?

pōhaku-loa.
PEM: long stone.

Pohakuwaa-kauhi

Rock

A rock in the sea near Mokuhonu.

Polapola

Boundary point,
place

“...[along RPG 2445 to] the makai
corner of Keaa, there Kamaoa joins
Pakini-iki.” Between Pohaku Mano and
Kukuiokaleula on Pakini-iki/Keaa
boundary. TMK 9303:9. Elev. about
1560 ft.

Poo Oki

Boundary point,
place

On the “east side of awawa [Kahao]”
between NawawaeoKeoua and
Pohakumano on the Pakini-iki/Kamaoa
boundary. Elev. 1105 ft.

pōhaku-waʻakauhi.
PEM: Kauhi
canoe stone,
believed to have
been a canoe
from Kahiki.
polapola.
PEM: improved
in health. (The
name is cognate
with Borabora,
the name of the
island in the
Society Islands,
but this is
probably a
coincidence.)
poʻo ʻoki.
PE: cut [off]
head. Cf. Pookia
392.02.018.

Pouli

Kauhale, paena
waʻa

pouli.
PE: dark.

Puu Kanikani

Boundary point,
knoll

Between Mokuhonu and Kanikaula
heiau at shore along Pakini-nui/Pakiniiki boundary.
Between Kahao and old Gov. road
[Kamaoa Road] on Pakini-nui/Pakiniiki boundary. Elev. about 1360 ft.

Waiamahoe

Boundary point,
water hole

From Pookiia “makai along the land of
Keaa to Waiamahoe, two water
holes...” Near Kahuku boundary.

wai-a-māhoe.
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nā-wāwae-oKeoua. The feet
of Keoua.
pōhā-kea.
PEM: white
stone (pōhā is
short for
pōhaku).
pōhaku-kū-lua.
PEM: stones
standing double.

puʻu kanikani.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 52,600
East: 438,700
Catalog No.
393.06.012
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 35,800
East: 435,800
Catalog No.
393.06.061
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.06.060
Quadrangle:10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.064
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.06.036
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 40,800
East: 432,500
Catalog No.
393.06.035

BC 75
(3:158).

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 70,600
East: 442,950
Catalog No.
393.06.065

BCT 1:392.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 61,700
East: 440,250
Catalog No.
393.06.013
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
393.06.038
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 68,400
East: 439,450
Catalog No.
393.06.049
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.068

BC 75
(3:158).

BCT 1:392;
USGS 1962.

BCT 1:392.
BCT 1:392.
RM 1677;
TM 9300.
USGS 1962.

BCT 1:395.
USGS 1962.

BCT 1:391.

Table 6. Pākini Nui Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
Retained by Kamamalu, LCAw
pā-kini-nui.
7713:10. Ancient fishing rights
PEM: large
extending out to sea. (BCT)
Pākini [many
enclosures].

Name
Pakini Nui

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Ahu Wiliwili Pali

Pali

The pali below Puu Kauwila, running
east-west across Pakini-nui; about 120
ft high. See also Palipoko.

Ahuaumi

Ahu,
triangulation
station

Amamalua

Heiau

“Umi’s Ahu [triangulation station]...on
the original site of King Umi’s ahu, on
a hill commanding a fine view in every
direction.” Elev. 778 ft. The Pakininui/Pakini-iki boundary passes about
300 ft east of the ahu.
Same as Pakini heiau, q.v.

Awawa Kahao

Stream

Intermittent stream running from about
1700 ft. elev. down to shore at
Pohakuloa in Kamaoa. See also Kahao.

Ekaha

ʻIli ʻāina

Hawae

Point

“...an ili aina covered by aa [of 1868
flow] which reaches the [old] Gov.
road...” Between Kahao and Kapio on
Pakini-nui/Pakini-iki boundary.
Perhaps above the old Gov. road
[Kamaoa Road], about 1600 ft. elev.
(BCT) Claims no. 10085 by
Makuakane and 10509 by Nuhi in
Ekaha were not awarded. (NT)
Misspelt “Hawea” on USGS 1962.

Hawea*

Point

Misspelt. Should be Hawae as on TM
9300, RM 1677.

Kahio

Place, ʻili ʻāina

A place marked “Site” between Puu
Waimanalo and the shore. Elev. about
20 feet.

Kailikii

Place, ʻili ʻāina

“Site” at shore. “...where chief Ka-laniʻōpuʻu tried to get water by pounding a
cliff; failing to get water, the kahuna
adviser (Nā-ono-ʻāina) was hanged.
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ahu-a-ʻUmi.
PEM: the altar
[used] by ʻUmi.

ʻāmama-lua.
PE: twice
finished [of a
prayer].

ʻēkaha.

hāwaʻe. Perhaps
PE: a sea urchin
(Tripneustes
gratilla)

kāʻili-kiʻi.
PEM: snatch
away image.

Location
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 51,000
East: 429,000
Catalog No.
393.06.000
Quadrangle: 10-76
North:59,300
East: 437,000
Catalog No.
393.06.014
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,300
East: 434,500
Catalog No.
393.06.042

Source
MB 11; IN
61; BC 83
(3:175); BCT
1:395; USGS
1962.
RM 1677.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.002

Stokes
1991:113.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 70,000
East: 438,400
Catalog No.
393.06.008
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.052

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 46,800
East: 425,300
Catalog No.
393.06.028
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 46,800
East: 425,300
Catalog No.
393.06.028
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 50,000
East: 421,000
Catalog No.
393.06.025
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 45,000
East: 427,750
Catalog No.

RM 1677;
TM 9300.

BCT 1:395;
USGS 1962;
Mitchell
1930:210.

BCT
1:394,395;
NT
8:486,498.

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962.

NR 8:130;
NT 8:501;
USGS 1962;
PEM.

Ka-lani-ʻōpuʻu lived nearby at WaiʻAhukini until his death in 1782.”
(PEM) Claim no. 6687:1 by Lapuwale
for “ili o Kaʻilikiʻi ma Pakiniiki
ahupuaa” was denied.
A place at the shore. Perhaps a garble
of Kalipoa?

393.06.029

Kaliipaa

Place

Kalipoa

Point

Also called “Lae o Kalipoa.”

Kaohia

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10418:5 by Naniani was not
awarded.

Kaoma

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10418:1 by Naniani was not
awarded.

Kapio

ʻIli ʻāina

Kepuhi o Kahio

Point

Between Ekaha and Kawaiula along
Pakini-nui/Pakini-iki boundary, above
old Gov. road [Kamaoa Road].
Called “Lae o Kaupokupaoo” on RM
1677 & TM 9300.

Lae o Kalipoa

Point

Called “Kalipoa” on USGS 1962.

Lae o
Kaupokupaoo

Point

USGS 1962 calls this point “Kepuhi o
Kahio Point.”

Lae o Kueleele

Point

Below a hill with a tomb on top. (RM
1677)

lae o kū-ʻeleʻele.

Lepeamoa

Point

Partlly covered by 1868 lava flow, NW
of Puu Hou. Spelt “Lepemoa” on TMK
9300.

lepe-a-moa.
PEM: comb
[acquired] by [a]
chicken.

Manienieehu

ʻIli ʻāina

“...an ili aina...” along Pakininui/Pakini-iki boundary, between
Kapukalaau and Puu Kii. (BCT) Claim
no. 10093 by Manu for a “kihapai kalo
ma Manienieehu” was not awarded.

mānienie-ʻehu.
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ka-līpoa.
PE: the līpoa
seaweed
(Dictyopteris
plagiogramma
and D. australis).
ka-ʻōhiʻa.
PE: the ʻōhiʻa
tree.

lae-o-ka-līpoa.
PE: point of the
līpoa seaweed.

Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 49,800
East: 421,000
Catalog No.
393.06.023
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 50,600
East:417,500
Catalog No.
393.06.022

USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.005
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.004
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.053
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 49,900
East: 419,800
Catalog No.
393.06.021
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 50,600
East: 417,500
Catalog No.
393.06.083
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 49,700
East: 420,000
Catalog No.
393.06.020
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 43,400
East: 428,100
Catalog No.
393.06.030
Quadrangle: 10-75
North:47,500
East: 423,500
Catalog No.
393.06.027
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.056

NT 4:575.

USGS 1962.

NT 4:574.
BCT
1:394,395.
USGS 1962.

RM 1677;
TM 9300.

RM 1677;
TM 9300.

RM 1677;
TM 9300.

RM 1677;
TM 9300.

BCT 1:395;
NT
8:492,498,49
9.

Claim no. 8779 by Kipula and claim
no. 9097:1 by Kamohoalii also were
denied. (NT)
Pakini

Heiau

Pali o Kulani

Pali

Pali o Mamalu

“No information concerning this heiau
could be obtained in the vicinity.
However, attention was called to the
cattle pen, known by the same name,
located a few miles south of the
Kahuku ranch house...I believe that the
stone for buiulding the pen was
furnished by the heiau, the site of
which the pen probably occupies.”
Associated with Kalaniopuu and
Imakakoloa. Also called Amamalua.
The Kahuku fault scarp extends from
Kiao through Pakini-nui to the sea. See
also Pali o Kamamalu, Kulani.

pā-kini.
PEM: many
enclosures.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
393.06.003

Stokes
1991:113.

pali-o-kūlani.
PEM: cliff of
Kū-lani.

USGS 1962.

Pali

Called Pali o Kamamalu on TM 9301;
Kamamalu Pali on TM 9300.

pali o māmalu.
PE: cliff of
Māmalu.

Puu Hou

Cone

“A littoral cone formed when the 1868
flow from Mauna Loa entered the
ocean west of South Point.” (PEM)
Elev. 240 ft. In the historic member of
the Kau Volcanic Series.

puʻu hou.
PEM: new hill.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 50,000
East: 433,000
Catalog No.
393.06.015
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 70,000
East: 434,000
Catalog No.
393.06.016
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 47,700
East: 424,500
Catalog No.
393.06.026

Puu Kaimuuwala

Cone

A prehistoric littoral cone in the Kaʻu
Volcanic Series, called “Waialua Hills”
on RM 1677 and TM 9300. Elev. 144
ft.

puʻu ka-imuʻuwala.
PE: the sweet
potato oven hill.

Puu Kii

Boundary point,
kauhale

“...a kauhale kahiko...” (p.395); “A hill
called Puu Kii makai of Kulauala is the
mauka booundary of this land [Pakininui] and on the boundary of Kahuku.”
(p.394) Between Manienieehu and
Kulauala on Pakini-nui/Pakini-iki
boundary.

puʻu kiʻi.
PE: image hill.
[Or perhaps puʻu
kī: ti-plant hill.]

Puu Lohena

Cone

Small littoral cone in the Historic Kau
Volcanic Series, formed by the 1868
flow. Elev. about 40 ft.

puʻu lohena.
PE: hearing hill.

Puu o Haupu

Cone

Small littoral cone in the Historic Kau
Volcanic Series, formed by the 1868
flow. Elev. about 20 ft.

puʻu-o-hāʻupu.
PE: hill of
recollection.
Hāʻupu was also
a demigod.
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Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 51,800
East: 417,400
Catalog No.
393.06.017
Quadrangle: 10-73
North:86,050
East: 438,400
Catalog No.
393.06.058

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 43,300
East: 429,000
Catalog No.
393.06.031
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 42,700
East:430,300
Catalog No.
393.06.032

USGS 1962.

USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946; RM
1677; TM
9300; PEM
197.
USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.
BCT
1:394,395.

USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.
USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.

Puu Waimanalo

Cone

Littoral cone in the Prehistoric Kau
Volcanic Series. Mauka of Kahio. Elev.
173 ft. Called “Waimanalo” on TM
9300.

Waiahukini

Place, pool

Formerly called Wai-o-ʻAhukini (q.v.).

Waialua

Water hole

Near shore, elev. about 20 ft.

Waialua Hills

Cone

Waioahukini

Place, pool

Littoral cone in the Historic Kau
Volcanic Series, formed by the 1868
flow. Called “Puu Kaimuuwala” on
USGS 1962. Misspelt “Waialau” on
RM 1677.
Also called Waiahukini. The chief Kalani-ʻōpuʻu lived here until his death in
1782. Misspelt “Waiohukin” on USGS.

Waiohukini*

Place, pool

Misspelt. See Waioahukini.
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(PEM)
puʻu waimānalo. PE:
potable water
hill.
wai-ʻahukini.
PEM: water [of]
ʻAhukini (a
supernatual
woman).
wai-a-lua.
PEM: not
translated.
wai-a-lua.
PEM: not
translated.
wai-o-ʻahukini.
PE: water of
ʻAhukini (a
supernatural
woman).

Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 51,250
East: 421,650
Catalog No.
393.06.024
Quadrangle: 10-76
North:42,500
East: 431,000
Catalog No.
393.06.063
Quadrangle: 10-75
North:51,200
East: 416,500
Catalog No.
393.06.019
Quadrangle: 10-75
North: 51,800
East: 417,400
Catalog No.
393.06.018
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 42,500
East: 431,000
Catalog No.
393.06.033
Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 42,500
East: 431,000
Catalog No.
393.06.033

USGS 1962;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.
PEM 219.

USGS 1962.

RM 1677;
TM 9300;
Stearns and
Macdonald
1946.
PEM 226.

USGS 1962.

Name
Puu eo

Feature
Ahupuaʻa

Alelolii

ʻIli ʻāina

Haleola

Place,
triangulation
station

Heuapueo

Boundary point,
cave,
triangulation
station

Hoomoewale

ʻIli ʻāina

Kaaiwai

Boundary point,

Table 7. Puʻuʻeo Ahupuaʻa Place Names
Comments
Lexicology
1/2 ahupuaʻa returned by Kalolou,
puʻu-eo.
retained by Gov. at Māhele; 1/2
PE: victory hill.
retained by Kalolou but no RP issued.
PEM writes the
“The hill of victory as applied to a
name Puʻu-ʻeo
game.” (Alexander p.5) “After
but offers no
choosing the champion in [Mohowae]
translation.
they repaired to Pauoheohe where the
races took place. The race began at
Pauoheohe in Kawela, the course being
along by Napumaiakala to a hill near
Hale Ola called Puueo, where the victor
was declared by the chief who presided
at that end of the race.” (Alexander
ms:6) On the USGS quad Puueo is only
a place at the junction of South Point
Road and Kamaoa Road; Pauoheohe
lies a half mile to the east along
Kamaoa Road. The ahupuaʻa extends to
the sea but its boundary with Kamaoa
is unrecorded below Polapola (q.v.).
Most of it is now part of Kiolakaa-Keaa
Homesteads.
Claim no. 7214 by Kaumaumanui is for alelo-liʻi.
“he ili koʻu o Alelolii koʻu ili aina, aia
ma Puueo ma Kau”. TMK 9404:por.2.
“The kahuna would sometimes see his
hale ola.
patient was about to die so would order PEM: house of
a house built for his recovery. To this
life.
house he would repair with his patient
alone and practice his arts until
recovered. It means the house of
refuge.” Located along the east side of
South Point Road, 121 ft. N of
intersection with Kamaoa Road (TMK
9412:1) . Elev. about 1450 ft.
“Was a favorite resort for owls. The
heʻu-a-pueo.
owl was a beneficent amakua [sic;
PE: hoot of owl.
‡aumakua] & would give his note of
friendly warning to his master to guard
him from danger. He had a great power
to deliver his kahu from prison or
trouble; he would burst the fetters &
lead to safety. The kahu had only to
follow & where the owl rested in its
flight was safety. He‡u is the cry.” The
mouth of the cave is located five feet
west of the trig. station in open pasture
on Puu Eo/Kawela boundary, east side
of RPG 5228 (TMK 9404:2,3). Elev.
about 1715 ft.
Claim no. 9011:2 by Hilinoi for his
hoʻomoe-wale.
“kihapai uala ma Hoomoewale ili no
Puueo” was not awarded.
Between Kalaeopuulehua and
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Location
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 80,000
East: 444,000
Catalog No.
394.11.000

Source
MB
158,159,191;
Alexander
ms:5,6;
USGS 1962.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.024
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 74,300
East: 444,000
Catalog No.
394.11.008

NR 5:301.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 79,200
East: 444,400
Catalog No.
394.11.010

Alexander
ms:2; RM
2176.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.025
Quadrangle: 10-76

NT 8:478.

Alexander
ms:1,6; RM
2176.

BCT 1:389.

place

Mokuhaihai on Puu Eo/Kawela
boundary.

Kaeha

ʻIli ʻāina

Kalaeopuu-lehua

Boundary point,
point

Claim no. 9807:2 by Kanika for his
“kihapai uala ma Kaeha ili ma Puueo
ahupuaa” was not awarded. Claim no.
9206:3 by Kalaulu for his “kihapai ma
Kaeha ili ma Puueo ahupuaa” was not
awarded.
The boundary at shore between Puu Eo
and Kawela, misidentified on USGS
1962 as “Ekuokapuaa” (q.v.) and as
“Ka Lea [sic; read Lae] o Hoaiku” on
USGS 1982. “Pulehua” is misplaced to
the north by USGS. Also written
Puulehualae. (BCT 1:388,389)

Kaleleao

Boundary point

Kaluaki

Place,
triangulation
station

Kaluaokulu

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamahale

ʻIli ʻāina

Kamakaili

Boundary point,
place

Kapuaiohina

ʻIli ʻāina

“Rapid flying of the mist over the
ground.” Located on north boundary of
Lot 8 (RPG 5431, TMK 9405:8), at
mauka corner of Puueo and Waiomao.
Elev. about 2490 ft. Name possibly
given by surveyor.
A triangulation station close to Puu
Eo/Kawela boundary, between
Heuapueo and Loloua. Elev. about
1760 ft.
Claim no. 7308 by Kaheleaulani for his
“kuleana maloko o Puueo, o
Kaluaokulu aia koʻu ili aina ma Puueo,
aia koʻu wahi e noho nei”. was not
awarded.
“...an ili aina of Puu Eo...” between
Mokuhaihai and Napumaiaakala on
Puu Eo/Kawela boundary.
Between Kauila and Nupumaiaakala on
Puu Eo/Kawela boundary. Elev. about
1250 ft.

Claim no. 7215 by Kaia is “ma Puueo
ma Kau apana alua...he ili koʻu, o
Kapuaiohina koʻu ili aina”. TMK
9404:33x and 9303:por.10. Claim no.
9750:1 by Kaikamahine for his
“kihapai kalo ili o Kapuaiohina ma
Puueo” was not awarded. Claim no.
10297:2 by Molina for his “kihapai
kalo ma Kapuaiohina no Puueo” was
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ka-ʻeha.
PE: the pain.

North: 50,900
East: 458,000
Catalog No.
394.11.002
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.026

NT
8:487,488.

Probably ka-laeo-pū-lehua [long
vowels were
formerly
indicated by
doubling].
PE: the point of
pūlehua (to gum
lehua flowers for
the purpose of
catching birds).
ka-lele-ao.
PE: the flight [of
the] cloud.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North: 46,000
East: 456,800
Catalog No.
394.11.038

BC 81
(3:169): BCT
1:390.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 92,550
East: 444,750
Catalog No.
394.11.017

Alexander
ms:3; RM
2176.

ka-lua-kī.
PE: the ti-plant
pit.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 80,350
East: 444,500
Catalog No.
394.11.011
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.027

RM 2176.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.004
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 72,000
East:446,750
Catalog No.
394.11.007

BCT 1:389.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.028

NR 5:301;
NT
8:460,466.

ka-lua-o-kulu.

kama-hale.
PEM: house
child.
ka-makaili.
PE: rocky
patches where
sweet potatoes or
taro were
cultivated.
Perhaps kapuaʻio-hina.
PE: the footprint
of Hina.

NT 8:501;
NR 8:133.

BC 81
(3:170).

Kapuoa

Boundary point,
spring,
triangulation
station

Kauila

Boundary point,
ʻili ʻāina

Keanapupua

Boundary point,
cave

Kipapali

Place,
triangulation
station

Kukalainui

ʻIli ʻāina

Kukikaloko

Boundary point,
place

Kukuilolo

ʻIli ʻāina

Kumuohia

Boundary point,
water hole, ʻili
ʻāina

Lalauwale

ʻIli ʻāina

not awarded.
“A chief wishing to preserve the purity
of this spring, kept a man at the place
all the time, who lived in a hut built
like an Indian wigwam.” Located at the
mauka end of Kawela along an
intermittent stream, at the mid-eastern
side of Lot 10-B (RPG 6275, TMK
9405:37). Elev. about 1960 ft.
Between Punanamoa and Kamakaili on
Puu Eo/Kawela boundary. Elev. about
1140 ft. Claims 7612, 9522, 10584 for
parcels in “ili o Kauila ma Puueo
ahupuaa” were all denied.
Between Makeanaokaholua and Puuko
on Puu Eo/Kawela boundary.

ka-pūʻoʻa.
PE: the peaked
hut.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 84,150
East: 444,400
Catalog No.
394.11.013

Alexander
ms:3; RM
2176; USGS
1962.

kauila.
PEM: a number
of species of
hardwood trees.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 70,400
East: 447,550
Catalog No.
394.11.006
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.021
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 85,700
East: 444,400
Catalog No.
394.11.014

BC 81
(3:170); NR
8:632,661;
NT
8:463,502.
BCT 1:390.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.030

NT
8:462,500.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.023
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.031
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 90,000
East: 445,050
Catalog No.
394.11.016

BCT 1:389.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.032

NT 8:492.

ke-ana-pupua.

“A pali under which people crouched
and were protected from the rain.”
Located between Kapuoa and
Kumuohia near Puu Eo/Waiomao
boundary, near northeast corner of Lot
10-C (TMK 9405:2). Elev. about 2040
ft. A descriptive term for a nearby
feature, perhaps used by the surveyor to
name this trig. station.
Claim no. 9566 by Puhi for his “4
kihapai uala ma Kukalainui ili ma
Puueo” was not awarded. Claim no.
9525B by Kamakauila for his “5
kihapai ma Kuakalainui ili ma Puueo”
was not awarded. Claim no. 9523 by
Mahoe for his “4 kihapai ma
Kuakalainui ili ma Puueo” was not
awarded. Claim no. 9565 by Hukiku
(NR 8:634) is placed in Mohowae by
LCAw 9565 (AB 4:883; TMK
9303:por.10).
Between Puu Ko and Loloua on Puu
Eo/Kawela boundary.

kīpāpali.
PE: cliff brink,
small cliffs; bluff
shelter.

Claim no. 10377 by Nika for the “ili o
Kukuilolo ma Puueo ahupuaa” was
denied.
Claim no. 10247 by Maiola was not
awarded. “Named from a large ohia
tree growing over a waterhole, the
water was dipped up from the base of
the tree.” (Alexander) Located on Puu
Eo/Waiomao boundary at northwest
corner RPG 3635 (TMK 9405:9). Elev.
about 2310 ft.
Claim no. 7611 by Kauluwai for his
“kihapai kalo ma Lalauwale ili no
Puueo ahupuaa” was not awarded.

kukui-lolo.
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kumu-ʻōhiʻa.
PE: ʻōhiʻa
(Metrosideros
macropus) tree.

Alexander
ms:4; RM
2176.

NT 8:502.
NR 8:651;
Alexander
ms:3; RM
2176.

Lolena

ʻIli ʻāina

Loloua

Boundary point,
water hole

Makeanaokaholua

Boundary point,
place

Mano

Triangulation
station

Mokuhaihai

Boundary point,
place

Naahupoo-puaa

Boundary point,
place

Napumaiaa-kala

Boundary point,
heiau,
triangulation
station

Napuumaiaakala*

ʻIli ʻāina

Oleloliilii

ʻIli ʻāina

Oola

Boundary point,
paena waʻa

Pahanui

ʻIli ʻāina

Puaaloalo

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10062:2 by Nalaau for his
“kihapai kalo ma Lolena ili ma Puueo”
was denied.
Between Kaluaki and Mamalahoa Hwy
on Puu Eo/Kawela boundary. Elev.
about 1910 ft. Also called Loloua-wai.
“...the foot of the sliding place.”
Between Naahupoopuaa and
Keanapupua on Puu Eo/Kawela
boundary.
“Shark.” A curious name for a trig.
station located at the upper center of
Lot 9-C (TMK 9405:6), at an elevation
of about 2280 ft.
Between Kaaiwai and Kamahale on
Puu Eo/Kawela boundary. Quad
uncertain.
Between Oola and Makeanaokaholua
on Puu Eo/Kawela boundary. Quad
uncertain.
“A heau [sic] where a banana tree was
used as a sacrifice for pardon for
anyone who had committed a crime.”
(Alexander) Emerson (RM 2176)
names the trig. station Napumaia-a-kala
which is located on the Keaa/Kawela
boundary at southeast corner of LCAw
7215:1, northeast corner of LCAw
7215:2 (TMK 9404:13,14). Elev. about
1420 ft. Also written Napuumaiakala.
Site of Kukuiokaloko heiau (Stokes). A
misspelling of Nā-pū-maiʻa-ʻākala
(q.v.).
Claim no. 10298 by Kaumaumanui is
for his “pauku aina maloko o Puueo
Oleloliilii ka inoa o koʻu ili aina...”
TMK 9404:por.2. Claim no. 9523C:2
by Muliwai for his “kihapai kalo ma
Oleloliilii ma Puueo ahupuaa” was
denied.
Between Kalaeopuulehua and
Naahupoopuaa on Puu Eo/Kawela
boundary.
Claim no. 9173:2 by Keaka for his
“kihapai ma Pahanui ili ma Puueo” was
not awarded.
Claim no. 10752 by Piimaikanui for his
“ili o Pualoalo [sic] 2 ma Puueo
ahupuaa” was not awarded.
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lolena.

manō. Shark.

nā-ahu-poʻopuaʻa. PE: the
heaps of pig
heads.
nā-pū-maiʻaʻākala.
PE: the pink
banana stalks.

See Napumaiaakala.

ʻōlelo-liʻiliʻi.

ʻoʻolā. PE:
young of fish.
paha-nui.
pua-aloalo.
PE: hibiscus
flower.

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.033
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 82,800
East: 444,200
Catalog No.
394.11.012
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.020

NT 8:465.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 89,050
East: 443,750
Catalog No.
394.11.015
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
394.11.003
Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
394.11.019

Alexander
ms:4; RM
2176.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 74,700
East: 455,200
Catalog No.
394.11.009

Alexander
ms:4,7; RM
2176.

Quadrangle:10-73
North: 74,700
East: 455,200
Catalog No.
394.11.009
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.034

Stokes
1991:120.

Quadrangle: 10-76
Catalog No.
394.11.018
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.035
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.036

BCT 1:390.

RM 2176;
BCT 1:388.

BCT 1:390.

BCT 1:389.
BCT 1:390.

NT
8:460,501;
NR 8:651.

NT 8:488.
NR 8:662;
NT 8:502.

Pulehua

Boundary point,
point

Written “Puulehua” throughout
Boundary Commission testimony
where it is described as the boundary at
shore between Puu Eo and Kawela. It is
misplaced on USGS 1962, perhaps
transposed with Ekuokapuaa (q.v.).
Also written Kalaeopuulehua (q.v.),
Puulehualae. Coordinates are for the
boundary point, misidentified as “Ka
Lea o Hoaiku” on USGS 1982. [Cf. Ka
Lae o Hoaiku.]
Between the shore and Kauila on Puu
Eo/Kawela boundary. Elev. about 1020
ft.

pūlehua.
PE: to gum lehua
flowers for the
purpose of
catching birds.

Quadrangle: 10-76
North:46,000
East: 456,800
Catalog No.
394.11.001

USGS 1962.

Punanamoa

Boundary point,
place

pūnana-moa.
PE: chicken nest.

BC 81
(3:170).

ʻIli ʻāina

Between Keanapupu and
Napumaiaakala on Puu Eo/Kawela
boundary.

puʻu kō.

Puu Koa

ʻIli ʻāina

Claims no. 10117 by Moanauli, and
10838 by Pau for parcels in “Puukoa ili
ma Puueo ahupuaa” were not awarded.

Waipio

ʻIli ʻāina

Claim no. 10639 by Popoki for his land
in “ili o Waipio ma Puueo ahupuaa”
was denied.

puʻu koa.
Perhaps PE:
Acacia koa tree
hill.
wai-piʻo.
PEM: curved
water.

Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 68,250
East: 449,150
Catalog No.
394.11.005
Quadrangle: 10-73
North: 80,000
East: 444,000
Catalog No.
394.11.000
Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.037

Puu Ko

Quadrangle: 10-73
Catalog No.
394.11.029

NR 8:633;
NT 8:502.
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BCT
1:389,390.

NT
8:493,502;
NR 8:633.

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
This section of the report summarizes previous archaeological studies that have been
conducted in the Kaʻū district, in particular, the ahupuaʻa of Pākini Nui, Pākini Iki,
Puʻuʻeo, Kamāʻoa, Kawela, Punaluʻu, Hionamoa, Pāʻauʻau, as well as areas in the Pāhala
vicinity. A chronological summary of archaeological work conducted in the project area
ahupuaʻa is discussed further below.
Earliest Archaeological Investigations in Kaʻū Moku
John F. G. Stokes of the Bishop Museum conducted the earliest archaeological field
study in Kaʻū, during the early 1900s (Stokes and Dye 1991). Stokes carried out a
reconnaissance survey of heiau sites on the island of Hawaiʻi, which included the Kaʻū
district. During his survey of the region, Stokes documented approximately 29 heiau in
the area (Figure 27) (Stokes and Dye 1991). Five of the 29 heiau are pertinent to this
study, as they are located within the project area ahupuaʻa. A brief description of the five
heiau, and their locations, as documented by Stokes and Dye (1991), are provided below:
Pākini Heiau, or Amamalua Heiau
Bishop Museum Catalogue: 50-Ha-B22-4
State of Hawaii Catalogue: 3611
Heiau of Pākini (or Amamalua) in the land of Pākini nui or Pākini iki,
Kaʻū. No information concerning this heiau could be obtained in the
vicinity. However, attention was called to the cattle pen, known by the
same name, located a few miles south of the Kahuku ranch house. The
cattle pen, a large one walled up with stone, had the appearance of a
modern structure and was situated in meadowland where stones were not
abundant. In modern times, such pens are generally built where stone is
readily available to avoid the cost of transporting it. On this account, I
believe that the stone for building the pen was furnished by the heiau, the
site of which the pen probably occupies.
Fornander states that Kalaniopuʻu, King of Hawaiʻi, stopped in his pursuit
of the rebel chief at “Kamaoa, where he built the heiau of Pakini in
expectation of the capture of Imakakaloa” (1880, 2:201) [1969, 2:201].
The sacrifice of the popular rebel and other incidents connected with the
heiau of Pākini are furnished by Fornander (1880, 2:202-203) [1969,
2:202-203]. (1991:114-115)
It should be mentioned that the Waiʻōhinu people claimed that theses
incidents occurred at the heiau of Pāpāmoana in Waiʻōhinu. Another
Waiʻōhinu informant stated that there was another heiau called amamalua
at Pākini nui, where Imakaloa was sacrificed. I would consider this name
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Figure 27. Distribution of heiau located in the Kaʻū Moku (Stokes and Dye 1991).

73

as one applied to Pākini Heiau after the sacrifice of Imakakaloa, in
reference to the two ʻāmama [prayers before sacrifice]. (1991:115)
Mōlilele Heiau
Bishop Museum Catalogue: 50-Ha-B21-1
Heiau of Mōlīlele, at Mōlīlele, land of Pākini iki, Kaʻū. Located at the top
of a precipice, at the angle overlooking the lava flow of 1868 and the
ocean. ʻUmi’s Ahu benchmark bears 189°56’, 9459 feet.
This is a platform heiau nearly level with the ground. The north end is 52
feet long, the east side 113 feet long. The west side and part of south end
are gone. The longer axis runs generally north south, the east side running
15° east of north. While the platform itself is not impressive, its situation
on the most prominent part of the cliff commands a view extending many
miles in all directions. (1991:115)

Figure 28. 1969 Photograph of Molilele Heiau located in the Pākini Iki Ahupuaʻa, taken
by E.J. Ladd (Kelly 1991:67).
Kalalea Heiau
Bishop Museum Catalogue: 50-Ha-B20-4
State of Hawaii Catalogue: 3607
Heiau of Kalalea, land of Kamāʻoa, Kaʻū (Figure 29 and Figure 30).
Located at the southern point, Ka Lae, between the lighthouse and the sea.
Ka Lae benchmark bears 191°10’, 371.4 feet. This heiau was found to be a
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small enclosure, 43 feet by 35 feet, with platforms outside the heiau
adjoining its western wall. The larger platform, from 1 to 2.5 feet high
relative to the contour of the ground, was 20 feet long and 16 feet wide
and was surmounted by a smaller one a foot higher. Both were paved with
small stones. The ground declined to the southwest and the walls in this
direction were higher than those to the northeast. The floor of the heiau,
nearly level, was covered with a heavy growth of mānienie grass. The
height of the entrance was 1.5 feet on the inside and 2.7 feet on the
outside.
Various large stones were found inside and outside the heiau. At the
eastern end were nine waterworn stones, eight rounded ones, averaging 6
inches in diameter, encircling a larger one which was flat underneath. The
others were natural, broken rocks, with measurements varying from 2 to 4
feet. Two of them were on the platforms on the west and near the wall.
That on the main platform was called Kumaiea (a female), and the one on
the small platform on the north was called Kanemakua (a male). Tow
other were 12 feet north of the heiau; the more northerly was called ʻAiʻai,
the son of Kūʻula, and the name of the next was not known. Kūʻula was
the god of fishermen. Hina, his wife, was to be found in a cave in the sea
to the south of the heiau […] (1991:115-116)

Figure 29. Plan view of Kalalea Heiau with the locations of offerings (Stokes and Dye 1991:116).
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Figure 30. Plan view of Kalalea Heiau with notes taken by Stokes (Stokes and Dye 1991:118).
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According to Kelly (1969), during Stokes’ visit to Kalalea Heiau, an informant told him
that “the heiau was Kamehameha’s and was very sacred” (1969:64).

Figure 31. Plan view photo of Kalalea Heiau (Kelly 1969:66).

Lanipao Heiau
Bishop Museum Catalogue: 50-Ha-B8-2
State of Hawaii Catalogue: 3512
Heiau of Lanipao, land of Punaluʻu, Kaʻū (Figure 32). Located near the
southwest boundary of Punaluʻu, 1600 feet from the sea. Puʻu Ehu
benchmark bears 131°56’, 2804 feet. This is a small, L-shaped enclosure
with walls 6 feet high and from 6 to 7.5 feet thick. The southern portion is
occupied by three terraces, each rising 1 foot. Outside and adjoining the
western wall is an enclosure with small walls, 3 feet high and wide. This
heiau is said to have been built by Laka, of Kauaʻi.
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Figure 32. Plan view of Lanipao Heiau, Punaluʻu, Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi (Stokes and Dye 1991:133).

Kāneʻeleʻele Heiau, Mailekini Heiau, Halelau Heiau, or Punaluʻunui Heiau
Bishop Museum Catalogue: 50-Ha-B8-1
State of Hawaii Catalogue: 3511
Heiau of Kāneʻeleʻele, Mailekini, Halelau, or Punaluʻunui, land of
Punaluʻu, Kaʻū (Figure 33 and Figure 34). Located east of and adjoining
Punaluʻu wharf and warehouses, which are probably built on the heiau
premises. Puʻu Ehu benchmark bears 122°37’, 4532 feet.
This heiau probably extended to near the edge of the cliff bordering
Punaluʻu Bay, and its western boundary was destroyed when the face of
the cliff was graded for the wharf and the first warehouse, built before
1906. Since that date another, larger warehouse has been erected, and the
man in charge of the work has informed me that he had dug into a high
bank of artificially laid stones and during the work came across a pit about
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10 feet deep and “full of bones.” The site of the bone pit is now occupied
by the concrete base of the warehouse engine, at the southeast corner of
the building, a mark which will no doubt remain for some time.
As seen in 1906, the heiau site consisted of a large level area of ‘a‘ā about
700 by 500 feet, which had been leveled off and partly paved with beach
pebbles. The only definite feature remaining was a large wall on the
eastern side, 8.5 feet high and 9 feet thick; it ran 341o30’ for 648 feet.
From either extreme, broken walls continued at right angles towards the
west for about 230 feet. Outside the southern wall was a large flat stone,
called locally “the sacrificial stone.” [see Figure 35 of this study] East of
and adjoining the large wall was another paved area, measuring about 500
feet each way. It was not enclosed and was better and more evenly paved
with beach pebbles than the first portion described.
The immensity of the place for a heiau would denote a temple of great
importance, and it was a matter of keen regret that no features of the
internal arrangement were definite enough to plot. The name Kāne‘ele‘ele
has been selected on Thrum’s authority. It was on the list furnished me by
Mr. Thrum but was not known in Punalu‘u. The first name heard locally
was Mailekini, and later another native stated that there were two heiau,
that on the south being known as Halelau and that on the north as
Punalu‘unui. (1991:132)
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Figure 33. 1974 Aerial photograph of Punaluʻunui Heiau, photo by Glen Kaye (Kelly 1980:78).
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Figure 34. 1954 photograph of Punaluʻunui Heiau, view toward the South overlooking Punaluʻu Village and Bay. Note the location of Lanipao Heiau in the
center background of the photo (Kelly 1980:80).
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Figure 35. View of Punaluʻu Landing from Punaluʻunui Heiau. Note the "sacrificial stone" in the foreground. (Tulchin et al. 2006:28).
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Early Archaeological Studies in Southwest Kaʻū
During the early 1950s, the South Point region of Kaʻū became a famous hub for
Hawaiian Archaeology. In 1953, the discovery of several uncommon fishhooks by Miss
Amy Greenwell at Puʻu Aliʻi, a sea-eroded sand dune, initiated this fame and the unusual
discovery eventually gained the attention of Dr. Kenneth P. Emory, chairman of the
Anthropology Department, at the Bishop Museum. The Puʻu Aliʻi fishhooks were unlike
other fishhooks in the Bishop Museums’ Ethnology collection, as they possessed
uncommon fishhook features.
Fascinated by the unique findings, Dr. Emory, and the Bishop Museum, launched a five
year archaeological program called the, “Hawaiian Archaeological Program.” Not only
did the program pioneer several early archaeological studies along the Kaʻū coastline
from Pākini Nui to Waiʻōhinu Ahupuaʻa, (Figure 36) (Table 8), including the very first
archaeological excavation in Hawaiʻi, at Puʻu Aliʻi Sand Dunes (Site H1) (Figure 38), but
it also led the way for many archaeological investigations in Hawaiʻi to follow.

Figure 36. Map of the Kaʻū District from Pākini Nui Ahupuaʻa to Waiʻōhinu Ahupuaʻa, illustrating the
distribution of archaeological sites recorded during the early 1950s (Kelly 1969).
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Table 8. Early Archaeological Studies of Project Area A

Author
Emory, Bonk,
and Sinoto
Emory, Bonk,
and Sinoto
Emory and
Sinoto
Wallace and
Wallace
Ladd and Kelly

Year
1968

Nature of Study
Fishhook Study

Location
Ka Lae, Kaʻū

1969

Waiahukini Shelter, Site H8,
Kaʻū
Ka Lae, Kaʻu

Sinoto and
Kelly

1970

Hunt

1976

Rosendahl

1981

Cleghorn

1984

Soehren

1984

Landrum

1984

Cordy

1986a

Spear and
Rosendahl

1987

Archaeological
Report
Report on the Age of
Archaeological Sites
Archeological
Report
Archaeological and
Historical Survey
Archaeological and
Historical Survey of
Pakini Nui and
Pakini Iki Coastal
Sites
Report on Hydration
Rind Dates form
Archaeological sites
Archaeological
Reconnaissance
Survey
Archaeological
Reconnaissance
Survey and Auger
Testing
Archaeological
Reconnaissance
Survey
Archaeological
Reconnaissance
Survey
Archaeological
Investigations
Archaeological Data
Recovery

1969
1969
1969

Pinao Bay, Site H24, Kaʻū
Ka Lae, Kaʻū
Waiahukini, Kailikii, and
Hawea, Kaʻū

Ka Lae, Kaʻū
Kaulana Bay Harbor, Kaʻū
Kaulana Bay, Kaʻū

Kamaoa Homesteads, Kaʻū,
Kamaoa-Puʻueo Ahupuaʻa,
Kaʻū
Puʻueo Ahupuaʻa, Ka Lae,
Kaʻū
Puʻueo Agricultural Lots,
Kaʻū

Excavations at Puʻu Aliʻi were conducted from 1953 to 1955 (Figure 37 and Figure 38).
During the excavations over 14,000 artifacts were recovered from the sand dunes,
majority of which were fishing related (Figure 39). Although a full report on the Puʻu
Aliʻi excavations were not published, based on a report of the fishhook type analysis by
Emory, Bonk, and Sinoto (1968), the dune site was considered to be one of the earliest
settlement sites in Hawaiʻi (Kirch 1985).
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Figure 37. Excavation grid at Puʻu Aliʻi Sand Dunes (Site H1) (Emory and Sinoto 1969:11).
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Figure 38. 1953 photograph of the Puʻu Aliʻi Sand Dune (Site H1) (Kirch 1985:82).

Figure 39. Selected artifacts from the Puʻu Aliʻi Sand Dune (Site H1) (Kirch 1985:85).
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In 1954, towards the end of excavation at Puʻu Aliʻi, Dr. Emory organized another
archaeological investigation in the South Point area, this time excavating a lava tube
shelter at Waiʻahukini (Site H8) (Emory, Bonk, and Sinoto 1969) (Figure 40, Figure 41).
According to Emory, Bonk, and Sinoto (1969), the beach at Waiʻahukini was a wellknown canoe landing area, and the lava tube (Site H8) was interpreted as a fisherman’s
shelter (Figure 42). Excavations at Waiʻahukini shelter reached a total depth of about 2
feet, yielding a robust amount of artifacts, including 1,211 fishhooks and 6,809 coral and
sea-urchin-spine abrading tools (Figure 43). Radiocarbon analysis of charcoal found
during excavation provided a date for the shelter, back to the eight-century (Emory,
Bonk, and Sinoto 1969).

Figure 40. Historic photograph of Waiʻahukini beach and canoe landing, view from the top of the pali
(Kelly 1969:3).
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Figure 41. View of Waiʻahukini, looking down from Pali o Kulani. The arrow indicates the entrance to Site
H8. (Emory, Bonk, and Sinoto 1969).

Figure 42. 1937 photograph of canoe landing and houses at Waiʻahukini (Sinoto and Kelly 1970).
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Figure 43. Plan view of excavations in the Waiʻahukini shelter (Site H8). (Emory, Bonk, Sinoto 1969:3).
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As archaeological endeavors continued to be carried out in the South Point region,
another excavation was conducted in 1955 in a rock shelter at Pohue Bay in the Kahuku
ahupuaʻa. Results of the excavations at Pohue Bay were not published.
In 1958, majority of the archaeological fieldwork, conducted by the Bishop Museum, was
completed. No further investigations were undertaken in the South Point area by the
museum until 1965 (Kelly 1969). In 1965, William J. and Edith Taylor Wallace
excavated three small sites (H24, H25, and H26) near Pinao Bay (Wallace and Wallace
1981:9-14), and survey work was carried out at Kapalaoa Village area along the Kamāʻoa
coastline (Ladd and Kelly 1969).
During the initial survey of the Kapalaoa bay area, numerous archaeological features
were identified including platforms, clearings, walls, mounds, and lava bubble habitation
sites. Further investigation of the vicinity was conducted by Rosendahl (1981) and
Cleghorn (1984) identifying more clusters of habitation surface structures and lava tube
shelters, along the coast, further expanding the boundaries of what was labeled as the
Kapalaoa Bay Village.

Figure 44. 1969 photograph of archaeologists surveying the remains of Kapaloaoa Bay Village, photo by E.
J. Ladd (Kelly 1969:6).

In 1970, the Bishop Museum conducted archaeological investigations in the costal
regions of the Pākini Nui and Pākini Iki ahupuaʻa at Waiʻahukini, Kāʻilikiʻi, and Hāwea
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kīpuka, soil areas (Sinoto and Kelly 1970). The three kīpuka, were created during the
1868 lava flow, and contained numerous archaeological sites and features. The
Waiʻahukini kīpuka is located at the base of Pali o Kulani, and includes a white sand
beach.
During the survey of the 300 acres at Waiʻahukini (Figure 45), a total of 197 sites were
identified (seventy-six in Pākini Iki and 121 in Pākini Nui) (Figure 46). Of the 197 sites,
125 were found near the beach. Site types identified at Waiʻahukini included enclosed
structures, stone foundations, U-shaped structures, lava tube shelters, rock shelters,
circular structures, platforms, large stone wall enclosures, C-shaped structures, large
stone platforms, cairns, walls, burials, rock mounds, papamū, petroglyphs, mooring holes,
ponds, a well, bait cups, and a number of destroyed sites. A robust amount of fishhooks
and fishing related artifacts were also recovered during the survey, suggesting a
dependence on fishing as sustenance in the Waiʻahukini village area. Sinton and Kelly
(1970) also suggested that household agricultural endeavors (household gardens) were
limited, because of water scarcity near the coast.
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Figure 45. Historic photograph of Waiʻahukini Bay. Archaeological remains of Waiʻahukini Village are
scattered throughout the area in the left foreground.

92

Figure 46. Historic Map of Waiʻahukini Village ruins (Kelly 1969:5).
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During the survey of the Kaʻilikiʻi kīpuka (west of Waiʻahukini) (Figure 47 to Figure 49),
a total of 103 sites were identified, including a canoe shed, stonewalls, large enclosures,
lava tube shelters, a canoe landing ramp, and a large house complex back from the beach.
In addition, house structures, and 40 small C-shaped structures were found in the inland
areas of Kaʻilikiʻi. The C-shaped structures were interpreted as the campsite of King
Kamehameha’s army in the 1780’s (Sinoto and Kelly 1970:18). Artifacts found during
the survey were mainly fishing related, also suggesting the importance of fishing in the
village.
During the survey of the Hāwea kīpuka (west of Kaʻilikiʻi), a total of 115 sites were
identified. Of the 115 sites, 70 sites were identified as temporary habitation sites (i.e., Cshaped structures, lava tube structures, U-shaped structures, and circular enclosures), and
4 sites were interpreted as religious or ceremonial sites. Other archaeological features
identified during the study included, 40 petroglyphs, several cairns, rock mounds, and a
papamū (Sinoto and Kelly 1970).
In addition to the famous Bishop Museum studies, the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo,
carried out archaeological investigations at Mahana Bay, in the late 1970s where
permanent housing sites were identified near the coastline (Hunt 1976). This study was
followed by work done at Kaulana Bay, in the 1980s (Rosendahl 1981).

Figure 47. Historic photograph of stone structures at Kaʻilikiʻi Village (Kelly 1969:18).
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Figure 48. Photograph of Kaʻilikiʻi canoe landing, with Pali o Kulani in the right background (Kelly 1969:17).

Figure 49. Photograph of stone structures at Kaʻilikiʻi (Kelly 1969:17).
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Although the early archaeological studies of the South Point coastline provided extremely
rich and copious data, early studies conducted inland of the coast were very limited, and
it wasn’t until the late 1980s that the inland areas of the Kaʻū region gained
archaeological attention.
In 1984, two archaeological investigations were conducted in the mauka areas of Kaʻū
(Soehren 1984 and Landrum 1984). Lloyd Soehren conducted a brief reconnaissance
survey of a land parcel located in the mauka area of the Kamāʻoa Homesteads (Soehren
1984). During the survey, Soehren identified many agricultural features, including low
walls around knolls, agricultural terraces, and clearing areas. In addition to these sites,
possible dwelling, burial, and historic features including cairns and walls were also
identified during the survey (Soehren 1984).
Landrum (1984) surveyed three transects extending two miles inland from the Kapalaoa
Bay (Kaulana Transect), Mahana Bay (Mahana Transect), and Lalahala (Ekuo Kapuaʻa
Transect). The study identified a total of 77 sites with 396 features including, surface
structures indicating temporary habitation, and agricultural sites. The Lua Mākālei site
was identified during this endeavor, and was interpreted as a large temporary shelter
(Landrum 1984).
In 1986 Ross Cordy conducted an archaeological study for 50 two-acre agricultural lots
located in the mauka region of the Puʻueo ahupuaʻa. Eleven sites were identified during
the investigation, including a complex of terraces, scattered mounds, rock walls, walls
with enclosures, possible historic enclosures, and a cave. Cordy (1986a) suggests that a
number of the sites identified during the investigation reflect traditional Hawaiian
agricultural use of the land (1986a:9-10). Furthermore he notes that, “the agricultural
sites do not cover the entire area, and where they are present, features are often quite
sparse […] This may reflect the lack of soil development in this part of Puueo” (Cordy
1986a:10). Additionally, Cordy noted the absence of definite habitation sites in the area.
Another study conducted in 1986 by Paul Rosendahl included an archaeological data
recovery program at the Puʻueo Agricultural Lots, in which 24 sites were identified. Of
the 24 sites, only 20 yielded useful information, and a variety of features were recorded.
These features included trails, walls, walled enclosures, platforms, caves, walled shelters,
and agricultural mounds and terraces. The functional site types included both temporary
and permanent habitation sites, agricultural enclosures, transportation paths, and a burial
(Spear and Roesndahl 1987:34).
Recent Archaeological Studies in Southwest Kaʻū
Recent archaeological studies within the vicinity of the Southwest Kaʻū region are listed
in Table 9. A discussion of the previous archaeological investigations is also provided
below, followed by a summary of cultural resources found within the Southwest Kaʻū
region.
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Author
Year
Tomonari- 1991
Tuggle and
Tuggle
Clark et al. 2004

Clark and 2005
Rechtman

Table 9. Recent Archaeological Studies in Southwest Kaʻū

Nature of Study Location
Preliminary
Puʻueo
Inventory Survey Ahupuaʻa
Archaeological
Puʻueo
Inventory Survey Ahupuaʻa

Archaeological
Pākini Nui and
Inventory Survey Pākini Iki
Ahupuaʻa

Findings
470 surface structures
were identified during
the preliminary survey.
Six archaeological sites
were identified and
recorded during the
survey, including a
historic burial found
within a small lava
tube.
Four archaeological
sites were identified
during the survey,
including two Historic
ranch walls (Site 24074
and 24075), a Historic
Survey Marker on a
small hill known as
Ahu a ʻUmi (Site
24330), and a cairn
(Site 24331).

In 1990, International Archaeological Research Institute, Inc. (IARII) conducted a
preliminary inventory survey of the entire Puʻueo Ahupuaʻa (Tomanari-Tuggle a Tuggle
1991). During the survey, 470 structures were identified, ranging from habitation
complexes to agricultural rock mounds and possible heiau clusters (Tomanari-Tuggle and
Tuggle 1991).
In 2004, Rechtman Consulting, LLC, conducted an Archaeological Inventory Survey in
the Puʻueo Ahupuaʻa (Clark et al. 2004). During the survey, six archaeological sites were
identified and recorded, including a Historic burial found within a small lava tube, Precontact human skeletal remains found within a lava tube, Historic boundary walls,
collapsed lava tube depressions, and remains of a possible heiau (Clark et al. 2004). Clark
et. al suggested that the remains of the heiau were possibly associated with Pākini Heiau,
“where events important to Kamehameha’s eventual rule over the Hawaiian Islands took
Place” (Clark and Rechtman 2004:1005).
In 2005, Rechtman Consulting, LLC, conducted an Archaeological Inventory Survey in
the Pākini Nui and Pākini Iki ahupuaʻa (Clark and Rechtman 2005). The AIS was
conducted along the upper east edge of Pali o Kulani. During the AIS, several
archaeological sites and features were identified within the vicinity of the project area
however; only four sites were documented by Clark and Rechtman, as they were located
within the project area. The four archaeological sites documented by Clark and Rechtman
included: two Historic ranch walls (Site 24074 and 24075), a Historic Survey Marker on
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a small hill known as Ahu a ʻUmi (Site 24330), and a cairn (Site 24331). The outlying
features, found within the vicinity of the project area, consisted mostly of pre-contact and
historic rock walls, and habitation complexes.
Summary of Cultural Resource Type and Distribution in Southwest Kaʻū
In 1986, Ross Cordy published a report on early historic land use patterns in the South
Kaʻū region. The publication provides significant information about land use patterns in
the area, and illustrates resource distribution throughout the different ahupuaʻa, allowing
a more comprehensive understanding of the function and role of each region, in relation
to the greater district of Kaʻū (Cordy 1986b).
This subsection relies heavily upon the interpretations of Cordy’s (1986b) work in
conjunction with the previous archaeological studies mentioned above. For the purpose of
this report, this subsection will be divided and discussed by ahupuaʻa, as each yields
different results.
Pākini Nui & Pākini Iki
According to the evidence provided in Sinoto and Kelly (1975), majority of the sites
present in the Pākini Nui and Pākini Iki Ahupuaʻa, are located near the three kīpuka.
Although the majority of sites found within both of the ahupuaʻa were habitation sites,
Sinoto and Kelly (1975) note that the temporary habitation sites were found more inland,
and the more permanent habitation sites were found near the coast. In addition to the
study done by Sinoto and Kelly (1975), Cordy (1986b:21) noted the presence of trails
extending mauka to makai in the Pākani ahupuaʻa. Cordy (1986a:10-11) also mentioned
that, “the agricultural fields in the Pākini ahupuaʻa were walled rectangular blocks
aligned perpendicular to the ocean.”
Kīʻao
Previous archaeological work has not been conducted in the Kīʻao ahupuaʻa.
Puʻueo
The cultural resources identified within the Puʻueo ahupuaʻa differed slightly from those
found in the Pākini ahupuaʻa. Unlike Pākini, archeological evidence for Puʻueo indicates
the lack of habitation sites in the ahupuaʻa. The agricultural activity in the area was also
limited as provided by Cordy (1986a), “In Puʻueo, based on this project, there are no
walled field systems, rather scattered sites adapted to the lack of soil” (1986a:10-11).
Although habitation and agricultural sites were limited in the Puʻueo ahupuaʻa many
religious sites including heiau and heiau clusters were found in the region (TomanariTuggle a Tuggle 1991).
Kamāʻoa
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Like the cultural resources found in the Pākini ahupuaʻa, cultural resources found in the
Kamāʻoa ahupuaʻa included temporary habitation sites in the inland area and more
permanent habitation sites near the coastline. As for agricultural sites, the majority of
agricultural fields were located near the seaward areas and a few taro fields were
identified in the inland area (Cordy 1986b:28), supporting the idea of temporary
habitation in the inland areas and permanent settlement near the coastline.
Kawela
Although archaeological studies that were conducted in the Kawela area were limited,
Cordy (1986b) emphasizes the presence of many ancient trails found in the ahupuaʻa.
Cordy further adds that an “old trail” extended from mauka to makai between the Puʻueo
and Kawela ahupuaʻa (Cordy 1986b:20). In terms of agricultural sites in the area, Cordy
also mentions that the agricultural sites in Kawela are comprised of walled agricultural
field that are perpendicular to the sea (1986a:10-11).
Early Archaeological Studies in Southeast Kaʻū
In 1968, Violet Hansen conducted “the first systematic surveying and recording of sites”
(Rosendahl and Rosendahl 1986:5) of the Punaluʻu area (Hansen 1974; Hansen 1978;
Hansen n.d.). Hansen’s early investigations were the basis of many archaeological studies
in Punaluʻu, including the Salvage Archaeology report by William Barrera Jr. and Robert
Hommon (1972) and the Archaeological Survey and Excavations at Punaluʻu Report by
S. Neal Crozier and William Barrera Jr. (1974).
Subsequent to the work of Hansen, in 1970, Robert Hommon of the Bishop Museum
surveyed a portion of the Nīnole/Wailau ahupuaʻa (Hommon 1971). During the survey, a
total of 114 sites, including 216 features were identified and recorded. The features
included: rock walls, rock shelters, platforms, enclosures, depressions, mounds, terraces,
and C-shaped structures (Rosendahl and Rosendahl 1986: 90). Of the 114 sites, 18 were
selected for further research. William Barrera Jr. of the Bishop Museum carried out the
excavations of the 18 sites in 1971 (Hommon n.d). The excavation of these sites
provided evidence indicating an historic era function, and the results of the investigations
were published in Barrera and Hommon (1972).
In 1972, Neal Crozier of the Bishop Museum also conducted archaeological work in the
coastal Punaluʻu area. Crozier tested four separate areas that were previously surveyed by
Violet Hansen in 1971 for additional archaeological data. His results were reported in a
report entitled, “Archaeological Survey and Excavations at Punaluʻu, Island of Hawaiʻi”
(Crozier 1972). The first area he tested was located north of the Punaluʻu Harbor. A total
of six archaeological sites were identified during the first survey. The second survey area
was located inland of Punaluʻu Harbor, and five sites were recorded.
The third survey area was located in the Ninole/Wailau ahupuaʻa, and two sites that were
previously identified by Hansen were recorded. The final survey area was conducted
along the coast from Punaluʻunui Heiau to Kaiʻeiʻe Heiau. During this survey a number
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of sites were found in the area, most of which were habitation sites dating to the early
1600s (Crozier 1972) (Figure 50).

Figure 50. Survey area locations I, II, and II of Punaluʻu. (Crozier 1972:3).
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In 1974 a second report was published by Crozier entitled “Archaeological Survey and
Excavations at Punaluʻu Island of Hawaiʻi” (Crozier and Barrera Jr. 1974). This report
included the same information in the 1972 edition by Crozier, however it included the
results of additional work. In November 1972 and January 1973, Barrera mapped out site
complexes identified in the first survey area of Crozier (1972), including Lanipao Heiau
(Figure 51). The following description of Lanipao Heiau was provided by Crozier and
Barrera (1974):
The largest and best preserved of all the features in Area II is the heiau of
Lanipao (Stokes 1919:6). Lani means having a heavenly or holy character,
and pao is arch of a bridge or the bridge itself [one of many definitions]
(Andrews, 1992). This heiau is said to have been built by Laka of Kauaʻi
(Stokes 1919:6). Although we have no definite evidence that the heiau was
constructed by Laka, we do have a regerence by Kamakau (1964:41) that
Laka, the son of the famous ancient chief Wahieloa, brought his father’s
bones from this area, Punalu‘u, in Ka‘ū on Hawai‘i and buried them along
with the bodies of other famous chiefs in a cave at Papaluana, near the
village of Kīpahulu, Maui.
The heiau was constructed with large ‘a‘ā stones and, with the exception
of ‘‘ili‘ili paving, no waterworn stones were used. One long wall partially
encompasses several smaller enclosures. Many of the walls are still in
excellent condition, reaching a height of more than 2 meters with very
little batter (slope), and average between 1.5 to 2.5 meters in width.
Natural-outcrop boulders on the southern portion were utilized in
constructing a portion of one wall, a stepped platform, and a spring or
well. It is doubtful that the long wall to the south of the site was
associated, but rather was probably added later as a land boundary.
One feature that is unique to Hawaiian archaeology is the triangle-shaped,
low platform in the N sector of the site; it is 20 cm high and contains small
‘a‘ā paving. Although no portable artifacts were found on the surface,
numerous pieces of coral were observed which are characteristic to many
prehistoric religious structures in Hawai‘i but not generally found at
habitation sites. [Their] Figure 8 shows portions of the excellent walls at
the heiau of Lanipao. (Crozier and Barrera 1974:11)
In 1980, Lloyd Soehren documented six archaeological features found during an
archaeological survey of a 90 acre parcel in the Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa. These features
include, a lava tube, human remains, a large house platform and attached pen, a low
rough platform, a burial platform, and a large terrace. In his notes, Soehren writes, “ [the
land] has been bulldozed and chaindragged by way of ʻpasture improvements’”
indicating that the inland area of Punaluʻu were subject to prior destruction (Soehren
1980).
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Figure 51. Plan view map of Lanipao Heiau, (Crozier and Barrera 1974:12).
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In 1980, Violet Hansen reported the results of an extensive survey of historic sites located
on Kamehameha Schools’ lands in the makai portion of Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa. The report
describes approximately 76 sites, including trails, habitation sites, platforms, paved areas,
ahu, rock walls, rock lined depressions, ʻiliʻili scatter, enclosures, mounds, rock
alignments, storage pits, wagon roads, railroad beds, walled enclosures with platforms,
stone lined holes, L-shaped wall enclosures, and a retaining wall. Majority of the sites
were related to habitation (Hansen 1980).
In 1986, Margaret and Paul Rosendahl completed an Archaeological Reconnaissance
Survey for an Environmental Impact Statement for the Punaluʻu Resort. A total of 32
sites were identified during the reconnaissance survey, 25 of which were previously
identified (Figure 52). The sites identified during the survey included the following
feature types: platforms, enclosures, terraces, rock shelters, walls, and petroglyphs.
Historic properties that were identified during the survey included: railroad beds, a wharf,
a cement tomb, walls, and enclosures (Rosendahl and Rosendahl 1986:93). Rosendahl
and Rosendahl also documented Lanipao Heiau providing the following description:
Lanipao Heiau is comprised of a minimum of six component features. A
standing wall encloses the north, west, and south limits of the complex,
and measures a maximum of 2.0 m high and 1.5 to 2.5 m in width. In
general the interior wells are also quite massive, measuring 1.0 to 2.0 m in
width and 0.4 to 1.0 m high. Interior features include an enclosure with
overall dimensions of 24.0 by 24.0 m; a smaller enclosure off the west
wall of the central enclosure measuring 7.0 m on a side; a triangular
platform with a 23.0 m front, located in the north corner of the enclosing
wall; a C-shape with a 5.0 m opening; an ‘ili‘ili and coral paving
measuring approximately 12.0 m in diameter; and another paved area of
comparable size comprised of small ‘a‘ā. (Rosendahl and Rosendahl
1986:13)
In 1988 Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi (CSH) conducted a reconnaissance survey on a 2,500
acre coastal parcel, in the Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa. During the survey 30 archaeological sites
and features were identified (Figure 53). Archaeological sites were distributed evenly
along the coast, and the most significant archaeological remains were found on the east
side of Punaluʻu Harbor. These sites included, a heiau complex (Punaluʻunui Heiau),
habitation complexes, enclosures, possible burial platforms, petroglyphs, lava tubes,
historic shelters, koʻa, papamū, and cave shelters. The heiau complex included over 100
additional archaeological features. Hammatt and Borthwick also concluded, based on the
spatial analysis of habitation complexes that the settlements of the area subsisted mainly
on fishing resources. (Hammatt and Borthwick 1988).
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Figure 52. Historical and Archaeological sites of Punaluʻu. (Rosendahl and Rosendahl 1986).
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Figure 53. Survey area showing archaeological sites located in the Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa (Hammatt and Borthwick 1988:3).
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Recent Archaeological Studies in Southeast Kaʻū
Recent archaeological studies within the Southeast Kaʻū regoun are listed in Table 10. A
discussion of the previous archaeological investigations is also provided below, followed
by a summary of cultural resources found within the Southeast Kaʻū region.
Author
Year
McDermott 1993
et al.

Table 10. Recent Archaeological Studies in Southeast Kaʻū

Nature of Study
Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Location
Coastal section
of the Makaka,
Hionamoa,
Pāʻauʻau, Palima,
and Iliokoloa
ahupuaʻa
Pāhala area

Haun and 2004
Henry

Archaeological
Survey

Tulchin et 2006
al.

Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Sea Mountain,
Punaluʻu Resort

Dye
and 2006
Jourdane

Archaeological
Field Inspection

Pāhala Ahupuaʻa

Liston and 2013
Byerly

Archaeological
Reconnaissance
survey

Pāhala
Timberlands

Findings
A total of 138
archaeological sites were
identified during the
inventory survey,
including one confirmed
burial site.
One historic property
was identified during the
survey (SIHP #50-10-6924119).
A total of 34 cultural
properties and 125
archaeological features
were identified during
the survey.
No significant properties
were identified during
the field inspection.
Three post-contact
historic properties
associated with sugar
plantation were identified
during the survey.

In 1993, CSH conducted an AIS in the coastal sections of the Makaka, Hionamoa,
Pāʻauʻau 1, Palima, Pāʻauʻau 2, and Iliokoloa ahupuaʻa. 138 archaeological sites were
identified during the inventory survey, along with one confirmed burial site (Figure 54).
These sites included, habitation complexes, windbreaks, hearths, rock alignments,
enclosures, trail segments, mounds, terraces, religious structures, lava tubes, and an ahu.
Most of the sites concentrated along the coastline were interpreted as habitation
complexes, and the sites just mauka of the habitation complexes were interpreted as
agricultural sites (McDermott et al. 1993).
In 2004, Haun and Henry conducted an archaeological survey of a 2,000 acre parcel in
the Pāhala area. One historic site, a historic irrigation flume (SIHP #50-10-69-24119) was
identified during the survey. The irrigation flume is believed to have been used to
transport water and sugar cane from the sugar cane fields to the Pāhala mill. No other
historic properties were identified during this study (Haun and Henry 2004).
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Figure 54. Archaeological site distribution for the Hionamoa, Pāʻauʻau, and Palima Ahupuaʻa. Adapted from McDermott et al. (1993: 235).
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In 2005, Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi conducted an archaeological inventory survey of
approximately 430 acres at the Sea Mountain, Punaluʻu Resort. The Sea Mountain at
Punaluʻu Resort is located within the coastal area of the Nīnole, Wailau, and Punaluʻu
Ahupuaʻa. During the survey a total of 34 cultural properties, and 125 archaeological
features were identified. Fourteen of the 34 cultural properties were identified as precontact sites, and 17 were identified as historic sites. The historic sites were related to
ranching, port development, and military use in the area, whereas the pre-contact sites
included burial sites, habitation sites, rock art sites, a heiau (Lanipao Heiau), and an
agricultural site (Tulchin et al. 2006).
In 2006, T.S. Dye & Colleagues, Archaeologists, Inc., conducted an archaeological field
inspection of a land parcel located in the Pāhala Ahupuaʻa. No surface historic properties
were observed during the investigation (Dye and Jourdane 2006).
In 2013, Garcia and Associates conducted an Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey of
three Pāhala Timerlands parcels in the Kapāpala and Kaʻiliʻula Ahupuaʻa. Three postcontact cultural properties were identified during the field inspection (Figure 55). The
cultural properties included a sugarcane plantation laborer’s camp, an abandoned garden
area, and a stone-lined road drainage ditch (Liston and Byerly 2013).
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Figure 55. Location of archaeological sites located in the Kaʻiliʻula and Kapāpala Ahupuaʻa. (Liston and Byerly 2013:22).
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Summary of Cultural Resource Type and Distribution in Southeast Kaʻū
Punaluʻu
The Punaluʻa area was thought to be the first landing area in Hawaiʻi by the early
Polynesians (Rosendahl 1986). The robust amount of archaeological investigations
conducted within the Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa (Crozier 1972; Crozier and Barrera Jr. 1974;
Soehren 1980; Hansen 1980; Rosendahl and Rosendahl 1986; Hammatt and Borthwick
1988; Tulchin et al. 2006) has resulted in an abundance of archaeological data. The
cultural resources identified within the ahupuaʻa represent a range of functions including
habitation sites, agricultural sits, religious sites, and petroglyphs. Though majority of the
investigations of the region were conducted near the coastline area, the distribution of
resources vary. Habitation sites are found near the coast as well as in the inland Punaluʻu
area, and the same goes for agricultural sites. Religious sites (i.e., heiau, and cairns) were
also found near the coast.
Hionamoa
Previous archaeological work has not been conducted in the Hionamoa ahupuaʻa.
Pāʻauʻau
Archaeological studies conducted in the Pāʻauʻau ahupuaʻa (McDermott et al. 1993)
suggest that the majority of sites identified in the area consist of habitation sites.
McDermott et al., note that the habitation sites were found near the coast, while
agricultural sites were found more inland.
Pāhala
Recent archaeological investigations conducted in the Pāhala ahupuaʻa (as well as its
surrounding areas) suggest that the area was disturbed for sugarcane production, as the
majority of historic properties found in the area were related to sugarcane plantations
(McDermott et. al 1993; Haun and Henry 2004; Dye and Jourdane 2006; Liston and
Byerly 2013).
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HUAKAʻI INTERVIEWS
Ninole, Wailau and Punaluʻu Huakaʻi
The following interview huakaʻi summary was written by intern, Kehaulani Puou.
On Monday July 21, 2014 the interns from the Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program went on
a huakaʻi of Kaʻū with Nohea Kaʻawa, John Replogle, and Shalan Crysdale.
Ninole Ahupuaʻa
We started our huakaʻi in the ahupuaʻa of Ninole. Ninole means to bend. According to
Nohea, Ninole was a granddaughter of a kupua who used to live here named Kaikapu,
and Kaikapu was evil. Kaikapu and Ninole would sit on the shoreline and call for help to
the canoes who would pass by. And when the canoes would come in, Kaikapu would
take the men on the canoe, and drag them to a cave that’s under the water.
There is a heiau on the shore of Ninole Ahupuaʻa called Kaʻieʻie. Nohea explained that
fishermen would use the ʻieʻie roots to make fish traps and that could be one reason why
the heiau is named Kaʻieʻie. Kaʻieʻie was a multi-purpose heiau. It was not only for
fishing, but it was also known as a hoʻoulu heiau, which was worshiped to increase the
abundance of iʻa in the area. Nohea shared that this heiau was used to communicate with
other ahupuaʻa by fire. Large fires were lite around this area so other areas throughout
Kaʻū could see the blazing light and they could pass messages and warnings to people in
the surrounding ahupuaʻa. Nohea further explained that this heiau was also used for
studying navigation and the stars. It was also a place to study the wind patterns and
ocean currents. Nohea shared that the prominent wind in this area is the Aʻeloa makani.
Continuing on along the coastline in Ninole, Nohea took us to Puhau Pond, which is
known as a male pond. She shared a before and after photo of Puhau to illustrate how it
has changed over time. During the plantation era, roads were being built up mauka, so
when the area experienced heavy rains, the rocks that were used to fill the roads, washed
down to the shoreline and covered Puhau. Prior to western contact, Puhau was known for
ʻiliʻili stones that were gathered and used for hula implements. There are two types of
ʻiliʻili stones, male and female. The smooth stones are noted to be male and the porous
stones to be female. It was the male stones that were gathered here. The ʻiliʻili stones
from Puhau were especially prized because the bubbly waters of Puhau shaped the stones
to be flat and round. Nohea mentioned that kumu hula from Kaʻū could recognize the
pitch of the Puhau ʻiliʻili when clapped together, since these ʻiliʻili had a very distinct
sound.
Puʻu ʻEnuhe
While on the coastline of Ninole, we were able to get a spectacular view or the mauka
region. One of the most prominent features on the landscape was Puʻu ʻEnuhe. Nohea
shared the following moʻolelo about this puʻu:
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The son of Ku, who went by the name of Kumuhea, had fallen in love
with a beautiful woman from Kaʻū, a land known for its beautiful women.
Kumuhea and this women married and made their home on the side of a
cave at Puʻu ʻEnuhe. Kumuhea took care of his wife, but only fed her
ʻuala leaves. The wife’s family noticed that though she was eating a lot,
she wasn’t gaining any weight, and this concerned them, so they consulted
a kahuna.
One day, the woman’s brothers followed Kumuhea home only to discover
that he turned into a large caterpillar and realized that he was a kapua. The
brothers killed Kumuhea and diminished him into tiny pieces and placed a
stone to seal the cave. The brothers knew that Kumuhea was after their
sister’s beauty.
Nohea recalled a time during her childhood, in 1996, when she was on her way to the
beach with her grandfather, and they witnessed a mass amount of caterpillars crossing the
road after the second hill of Kāwā. Her grandfather immediately turned around and
drove back home. Nohea was confused and questioned him about this incident, but she
received no response. When she returned home, she informed her aunties and asked them
what had happened. One of her aunty’s explained that the ʻenuhe were crossing, and that
when she got older, she would better understand. Nohea later realized that because
Kumuhea was connected this Kaʻū family through marriage, he was regarded as an
ancestor of the Kaʻū people. Nohea further explained that some kūpuna from the area
believe that when the ʻenuhe are crossing, they are making their way to the shoreline to
pollinate back up the puʻuenehu. Another belief, is that the ʻenuhe enter the ocean and
turn into loli or sea cucumbers. And others believe that they return to the ocean, turn into
slime then die. Nohea also shared that when the cane roads were being made on and
around Puʻu ʻEnuhe, they severed the head portion of Kumuhea, the caterpillar, and some
kūpuna observed the puʻu bleeding.
Puʻu Makanau
While looking up at the mauka hills from the coastline, John shared his knowledge about
Kohāikalani Heiau, which is located on Puʻu Makanau.
Kohāikalani was the head aliʻi of this area and built the heiau named after
him. He was a demanding and harsh chief towards his people. The
makaʻāinana carried baskets of ʻiliʻili up the hill for the foundation of this
heiau for two years. When the foundation was completed, the kiʻi needed
to be placed on the heiau. Kohāikalani demanded that the ʻōhiʻa log that
he wanted to use was to be pulled up from the steepest side of the puʻu.
The people became upset and his demands so they took their complaints to
a kahuna. While the laborers attempted to pull the massive log up the puʻu
the kahuna advised Kohāikalani to help by standing below the log and to
use his chiefly mana to push the log up the hill. Kokāikalani accepted this

112

task, and when the log reached at a certain point on the puʻu, the kahuna
gave the laborers a sign to release the log, killing the harsh chief.
Kauwale
Walking along the Ninole shoreline, Nohea shared how her uncles and grandfather used
to throw net and catch a lot of moi. And also when she dives, there are many caves to
find ulua.
The next wahi pana we arrived along the shoreline was Kauwale fishpond. Nohea shared
that this pond was an incubator of slime and nutrients for the fish. The water that feeds
this pond comes from mauka so by the time it reaches Kauwale it is high in nutrients and
plenty of limu grows here as part of that process. Nohea shared while growing up, there
used to be schools of āholehole in the pond.
Wailau Ahpupuaʻa
After leaving Ninole Ahupuaʻa, we continued on into Wailau ahupuaʻa. Here Nohea
shared her manaʻo on a place called ʻIliʻili Hanau o Ka Loa. The people of Kaʻū believe
that the ʻiliʻili from this place are super natural. When one places a kane and wahine
pebble together in a bowl of water, they would have “babies” and produce an abundance
of ʻiliʻili. The wahine ʻiliʻili have small porous holes that house the baby pebbles. Nohea
recalled a story about Prince Kuhio leaving two ʻiliʻili in his tub at home prior to leaving
to England. Upon his return home, his entire tub had flowed over with ʻiliʻili.
Punaluʻu Ahupuaʻa
As we continued north along the shoreline, Nohea pointed out two coconut trees that
marked place of the Hoku Loa Church. Nohea shared that this was the church of the first
Hawaiian missionary, Henry Opukahaia.
As we continued along the shoreline, Nohea pointed out the pōhuehue vine. She shared
that during surf competitions in Punaluʻu, the pōhuehue vine and banana leaves were
slapped on the ocean to make the waves get bigger. This act will also entice Hina, the
goddess of the shoreline area. If an enemy of yours was in the ocean, this slapping
regimen would cause harm to them. According to Nohea, this vine was used for fishing
nets as well.
The next spot we stopped at was Lapapaʻōhua, a little cove known for manini’s. Manini
is a fish favored by the kūpuna when dried. When Nohea’s aunties and uncles were
growing up, her grandmother would enter the water and use her muʻumuʻu as a makeshift
net. The children would paepae the water leading the ʻōhua into the muʻumuʻu net. As
her grandmother scooped up the catch, the water would drain through her muʻumuʻu and
expose her catch of ʻōhua.
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The next pond that we came to was Waipuhi. This pond is well known today as the
medicine pond. Nohea explained that people with sores would wade in the pond and the
puhi would nibble on their scabs and heal them without leaving any scars. In ancient
times, Waipuhi was used as a bait source. Puhi would be caught here and then used as
bait for catching larger fish.
As we approached Punaluʻu Beach Park, Nohea pointed out the pavilion that sits on Puʻu
Moa. It is a spot where you can visualize the consolation of the Great Dipper that some
what looks like a Moa (chicken). This puʻu is also the first place where the sun hits at
sunrise which causes a deep red reflection on the puʻu.
We then continued on our huakaʻi to the black sand beach next to the Punaluʻu boat
ramp. Nohea introduced us to Kawaihūokauila pond, which means the gushing water.
The moʻolelo connected to this place talks about Kane and Kaneloa who were
responsible for the water source in Kaʻū and brought two honu, Honuea and
Honupoʻokea, with them. One turtle was a Hawksbill and the other a green turtle.
Together they had a baby named Kauila. To protect Kauila from the rough ocean
conditions at Punaluʻu his mother, Honupoʻokea, sought to dig a sheltered home for her.
As Honupoʻokea dug in the ʻāina, water started bubbling up from below which created
the pond that is still there today. Today, Kauila is looked upon as a guardian. She is
known to change into a little girl who protects the children while playing in the strong
ocean current.
Nohea explained that before Kawaihūokauila Pond was formed, people used to dive
down with their gourds to collect water from the fresh water springs in Punaluʻu Bay.
However, when the water in the bay was too rough, they had to collect water from Puhau
pond.
John remembers this area as having no coconut trees and that it was open to the ocean.
He recalls the area being used to store outrigger canoes and hau wood logs which people
would help roll up to the sandy area. At high tide, the salt water from the ocean would
pour into the pond which John believes helped keep the invasive plants out of
Kawaihūokauila Pond. He suggested that if the ocean water was able to filter into the
pond again, it might help kill off the invasive species that are taking over.
When asked about the community organization Mālama O Punaluʻu, both Nohea and
John shared that the organization is no longer active. One of them main active
organizations today is O Kaʻū Kakou. They support the local community and provide
Kaʻū and its residents with mālama ʻāina initiatives, educational endeavors, and
fundraising activities.
The last place Nohea and John took us to in Punaluʻu Punaluʻu Nui Heiau. Nohea
identified it to be a luakini heiau where human sacrifice took place. She also pointed out
a smaller complex outside the main complex which is known by several names, Halelau
and Mailekini, which is associated with Punaluʻu Nui heiau.
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John showed us of the lower edge of the heiau by the ocean, which was destroyed when
construction of the harbor was being constructed. He also noted a cement platform set
away from the shoreline where iwi kūpuna were found. There was a lua full of iwi
kūpuna, which suggested that was the place where the remains of the people sacrificed at
the heiau were placed. John noted that the lua is now capped off with concrete and
covered with sand so no one can disturb it.
Descending down from Punaluʻu Nui, Nohea showed us the sacrificial rock Mohai
Pohaku. It is currently surrounded by overgrown bush.
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Ka Lae & Kaʻaluʻalu Huakaʻi
The following interview was recorded and summarized by intern, Hattie Gerrish:
The Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program students and staff met with Nohea Ka‘awa and
John Replogle of Ka‘ū on July 23, 2014. They took us to many wahi pana in the ahupua‘a
of Kama‘oa and Kawela in the district of Ka‘ū. First, they took us to Mōlīlele Heiau,
where Nohea told us about the descendants of the chief Halaea and the places named for
them. She explained the significance of Mōlīlele and several stories about the area. At
Kalae, we visited Kalalea Heiau, Pu‘u Ali‘i burial site, Palahemo, and Lua Makalei. At
each place, Nohea shared mo‘olelo or family stories about these sites. Lastly, we went to
Ka‘alu‘alu, where John took the lead in discussing land use in the post-contact era.
On the way to Mōlīlele, Nohea told us that the heiau was named for Moli, an ali‘i
woman, and talked about Moli’s family. Moli’s grandfather was Halaea, an oppressive
chief who was drowned in the current that bears his name. He had two children, Kamā‘oa
and Kahuku, and the ahupua‘a they ruled now bears their names. Kahuku was eventually
turned into a pu‘u as a punishment for fighting, and this puʻu divides the ahupua‘a of
Kahuku and Kamā‘oa. Kahuku married Ahukini and had Moli, a daughter. Moli was very
highborn, and it was the custom for the highborn to intermarry a great deal, to conserve
their power. Unfortunately, Moli did not care for the man she was supposed to marry, and
was so unhappy, that she leaped off the Paliukulani. Moli did not die however, because
she turned into a moli, an albatross. The wind here, named Owili, is always very strong,
and people say that sometimes one can still here the sound of Moli’s kapa garments
flapping in the strong wind as she races for the cliff edge. Nohea has been told that the
place where Moli jumped is a place to enter the spirit world. Therefore, if someone
comes here with ill intent or the wrong mind set, the spirits may try to lure them off the
cliff.
Mōlīlele Heiau was built on the place where Moli leaped from the cliff. It is a luakini
heiau, and Kamehameha I once brought the body of a Puna chief here. It is currently in
rather poor condition, with much of the seaward side heavily eroded. Nohea remembers
seeing on old maps that the dimensions were once 52 feet by 112 feet with 8 foot high
walls.
From this pali, the beach of Ahukini, and a pool named Waioahukini, are visible. Also
visible is a puʻu which Nohea has always known as Pu‘u a Pele. It was likely created
during or after the 1868 eruption, because no written accounts mention it before. Nohea
shared the moʻolelo that it was one of the cinder cones Pele made on her way to Kilauea.
Maui’s kite is said to have fallen to earth here after a Ka‘ū woman cut his kite string. He
had taken his canoe up the Wailuku River. Nohea added that she was taught that it came
down in Kamā‘oa, below Paliukulani, where it left a large imprint. The kite is therefore
significant to the people of Kaʻū, who often tattoo the kite on their hands or feet. Nohea
explained, “It’s that connection to the hihimanu of the ocean, and bringing them up into
the heavens with the kite, and then throwing them up into the sky with the
constellations.”
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John mentioned that Kalaniopu‘u chose to die somewhere nearby, after spending a year
traveling around the island.
Kalalea
Nohea took us to Kalalea Heiau near Kalae which she explained is a hoʻoulu heiau for
increasing fish, specifically the aku, ʻōpelu, and akule, the three major fish in the area.
The Halaea and Kawili currents meet offshore. Nohea shared that Lea is the akua of
canoe building and voyaging, so people often stop here to make offerings before going on
a voyage, or to give thanks for the completion of a safe trip. Nohea shared that one time
when a group from Aotearoa visited this area, many dolphins came out and “danced” on
the water, and swam close enough to the shore to throw lei on them.
Offerings were once left inside the heiau, but now people place them on a small stone
platform on the outside of the makai wall. There are two stones on the platform, and they
are husband and wife. The taller stone on the left is the kane, and his name is
Kanemakua. The other is his wife, Kumaikea. There are several more significant stones
here. Within the heiau, there is a stone that is the manifestation on land of the heiau
kuʻula, Kua, who is a red shark in the sea. John also shared that there is a stone
significant to Kanaloa in the heiau as well. Nohea told us that the ʻAiʻai stone is near the
entrance on the outside. ʻAiʻai was from Kauaʻi, but he liked this place so much that he
sent for his parents as well as “the people who can see fish” from Kauaʻi to help him
build the heiau. Some of this information was recorded by Pukui, who also reported a
tradition that people should avoid wearing red around Kalalea.
John shared some additional information on Kalalea. He cited Stokes as recording that
Kalalea was built by menehune. John says that there was an imu near the entrance. The
common people were supposed to stay on the Hilo side of the heiau, and the other side
was for the aliʻi. He also explained that the stone next to the ʻAiʻai stone was once a
kupua, a shapeshifter named Makaulunulau.
Pinau Bay and Pu‘u Ali‘i
The bay that surronds Puʻu Aliʻi is named Pinau after a family that used to live here. A
road in Waiʻōhinu is also named for the Pinau family. Nohea’s family takes their babies
to bathe in the waters of this bay. Nohea bathed her daughter here when she was three
days old. The salt water helps to dry up the piko in a healthful way.
Palahemo
The significance of Palahemo is made famous in the ʻōlelo noeau, i ‘ike ‘oe ia Kaʻū a
puni, a ‘ike ‘ole ‘oe ia Palahemo, ‘a ‘ole ‘oe i ‘ike ia Kaʻū, translated as, If you have seen
all Kaʻū, and not seen Palahemo, then you have not seen Kaʻū. John added that on a clear
day, one can see to Puna in one direction, and Kona in the other. Therefore, literally, one
has not seen all of Kaʻū unless they’ve stood at Palahemo. John was told that the pool is
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named for a fern. Nohea added that the wind here in this area is said to be an energizing
wind. Cliff jumping was also practiced nearby.
Lua Makalei
The next place Nohea and John took us to was Lua Makalei. It is a lava tube with a
skylight access. Nohea explained that, “From an aerial view, it looks like two makas, like
two pukas.” She also shared that the name might have an additional meaning, “I was
taught that they would practice lua here. Makalei is an eye-gouging technique. When you
go in the cave you’ll notice a big temperature change because its a big cave or lua. So
warriors would train here so no one could see their moves. A makalei is also a snare, like
a fishtrap. So that’s the manaʻo I was told behind the name and the place.”
Ka‘alu‘alu, Kawela
The last wahi pana that we visited during this huakaʻi was Kaʻaluʻalu Bay. Nohea shared
that the smaller bay next to Ka‘alu‘alu is known as Shark Bay today, but the elders knew
it as Mano‘awa. Nohea shared the following story, “when we were kids, we used to come
down here and camp all the time. And one morning I woke up, and I noticed my grandpa
was walking out into the ocean right before the sun was rising. The sun wasn’t out, but it
wasn’t dark, and the sky was still kind of purplish and pinkish. Me and my cousin
Kainani followed him even though we knew we were not supposed to.” Nohea shared
that she suspected her grandfather knew they were following him, because at one point,
he turned around and gave a sharp look at the rock they were hiding behind. Nohea
continued, “We notice that he tilted a bowl into the water, and when he did that, the water
around him turned brownish, reddish. Then we saw a shark coming in, and it was
feasting, with its face in the bowl. We watched him flip the shark onto its back, and he
was rubbing the shark’s stomach. And then he flipped the shark back over and put him on
the clear side of the water. He took the shark by its tail and pulled the shark back and
forth. And that’s what I remember about this area.”
After Nohea’s grandfather passed away, she discovered the bowl while cleaning his
room. It was made of polished milo. She told her mother about what she had seen all
those years ago, and her mother said, “Papa used to feed the shark ‘awa.” This story also
sheds light on another explanation for the name Manoʻawa. Nohea’s mother explained
that the ‘awa would make the shark relaxed and drowsy, which allowed her grandpa to
handle it and clean the barnacles and limu off its underside. Pulling it around by its tail
flushed clean water through its gills, cleansing the sedative from its system. Nohea shared
that milo wood is used in love sorcery, so the bowl may have helped put a spell on the
shark. Many family members observed that the shark appeared at that bay soon after
Nohea’s grandmother passed away, and they felt that perhaps Nohea’s grandfather began
feeding the shark to retain his connection to her. They had had eighteen children together
and were very close. Nohea shared that although there are shark attacks throughout Kaʻū,
her family has always been safe at Shark Bay.
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While at Kaʻaluʻalu, John shared a lot of information about the land use changes in the
area during the post contact era:
Cattle and pigs have drastically altered the native ecosystem in Hawaiʻi and changed the
people’s way of life. Vancouver released the animals so European sailors could harvest
the meat later, and also to help clear the jungle. Kamehameha placed a kapu on cattle to
allow them to multiply, and they did indeed contribute greatly to deforestation and
erosion. The Hawaiian farmers had to build higher, thicker walls like the ones mauka of
Hoʻokena to defend their crops. Many stone corrals and cattle chutes were built in the
second half of the 19th century. Cattle were taken to Kupa to be loaded on to steamships.
Some of the beef was sold in Lima, Peru. Horses were specially trained to work cattle in
the surf. If sharks started attacking the cattle during loading, they would have to stop for a
while. Chinese were the first immigrants in the area, and many of them worked with
cattle.
During the plantation days, a slaughterhouse owned by C. Hutchinson supplied the
Naʻalehu Store with beef and pork for the plantation community. At one time, C-40
propeller planes were used to transport cattle carcasses. At Palahemo, stone alignments
were put in to remind the pilots not to run into the hole.
Life was hard for the early plantation workers. They received their meager wages once a
month, and would then spend their earnings at the Naʻalehu Store, where rice was sold in
100 pound sacks, so that they would last a family until the next payday. Wild pigs were
an important contribution to their diet. In turn, the sugar plantations provided the pigs
with a nutritious supply of food, allowing them to thrive. After the plantation closed, the
pigs had to find other things to live on, and their population declined as they moved into
the forest.
John Replogle and Nohea Kaʻawa generously shared the special places of Kaʻū, and their
knowledge of those places with us. Their deep love and appreciation for Ka‘ū was
evident. John’s knowledge on post contact changes in lifeways and land use and
ownership gave us a better perspective of how the landscape and the people were
affected, and continue to be affected from these changes. From Nohea’s stories, we
learned that many of the traditions and moʻolelo of Kaʻū wahi pana are kept alive by the
people of Ka‘ū, who retain a strong connection to the land that gives them life.
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FIELD WORK METHODS AND FINDINGS
Objectives and Methods
During the week of July 21, 2014 the Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program interns and staff
were fortunate to partake in a week full of huakaʻi to a variety of significant wahi pana
around Kaʻū. The WKIP hui went on a huakaʻi with Kaʻū kamaʻāina, Nohea Kaʻawa
(Department of Forestry and Wildlife), John Replogle and Shalan Crysdale, (The Nature
Conservancy) to visit the wahi pana of Kaʻū mā. The haumāna and staff visited various
ahupuaʻa of Kaʻū, mauka to makai, learning about many moʻolelo surrounding these
places as well as some of the changes that have impacted the landscape over the years. It
was essential for the interns to obtain an appropriate hoʻolauna to this moku in order to
connect and appreciate the unique nature of this place and its people.
During the week of July 28, 2014, Kumupaʻa Cultural Resource Consultants, LLC
initiated an archeological investigation of the makai region of Punaluʻu Ahupuaʻa in the
moku of Kaʻū. Under the guidance and supervision of Kelley Uyeoka, M.A., principal
archaeologist of Kumupaʻa Consultants, archaeological field technique training was
provided for four undergraduate student interns and a reconnaissance of the project area
was undertaken for Kamehameha Schools.
The reconnaissance survey was conducted on the coastal lands to the east of Punaluʻu
Nui Heiau. The survey was conducted to provide archeological field training. The interns
were trained in identifying features in the lava landscape, using a compass and GPS,
taking field photos, and filling out feature and artifact forms. The project area was
surveyed by pedestrian transects spaced at approximately ten meters between each
crewmember. Visibility was excellent with minimal to no vegetation and the landscape
consisted of ʻaʻā and pāhoehoe lava and scattered waterworns. The group was split into
two field crews, with one group conducting a transect makai of the Ala Kahakai and the
other group surveying the region mauka of the trail. All identified features in the survey
were documented with feature forms, GPS, and photographs, and selected features were
further documented with tape and compass mapping. Site numbers and feature letters
were assigned and prefixed by a PU, for Punaluʻu, and were recorded on a feature
description form.
During the week of August 4, 2014, training in tape and compass mapping was conducted
for features previously identified during the pedestrian survey. Two groups of four
individuals conducted mapping for features on the makai and mauka regions of the Ala
Kahakai. The north arrow, a 1:100 scale, and initials of participants of the map were
placed on the top right hand corner of map. Points were drawn in as measurements were
taken from corners or prominent features of the man-made structures. Plan view maps
were produced for sites with multiple features and profile maps were generated of
features with excellent facing. Once the maps were drawn and fieldwork was complete
the maps were taken back to the lab and digitized using the iDraw program on the iPad.
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All sites were described on a Kumupaʻa site/feature record form and were photographed
using Nikon Coolpix, Nikon D3000 and Canon D20 digital cameras. Detailed recording
of sites included written descriptions and measurements. Each site was marked with a
orange biodegradable flagging tape with the designated site number written in permanent
marker at the end of the flag. The flagging tape was either tied to a small stone or hung
from a branch directly above or in very close proximity to the feature.
Summary of Findings
Flat/Paved Area Site Complex
This area consists of seven features located to the eastern exterior of Punaluʻu Nui Heiau.
This site comprises of two C-Shapes, two walls, a circular alignment, a U-Shape and a
flat/paved area. The location and architectural design of the habitational features,
suggests that the site consists of modern features while the flat area is possibly traditional
due to its location to Punaluʻu Nui Heiau. The site is associated with a trail that passes
through the heiau and the flat/paved area. In comparison to the site complexes mauka and
makai of the Ala Kahakai, the “Flat/Paved Area” site complex comprises of the only
location where modern features present. This site complex is in relatively good to
excellent condition with waterworns of various sizes scattered throughout the site.
The most evident threat to the “Flat/Paved Area” site complex is human contact due to
the close proximity of this area to the trails that pass through and around the heiau.
Therefore, in order to preserve and protect these sites, interpretive signage could be
placed near the trails to provide information and education to anyone unfamiliar to the
area. It could also motivate visitors to help assist in caring for the preservation of these
sites.
Ala Kahakai Mauka Site Complex
This site complex is located mauka of the Ala Kahakai and east of the ridge that borders
the east end of the “Flat/Paved Area” site complex. There are total of 41 traditional
features constructed of ʻaʻā in this area. This complex consists of modified outcrops,
circular alignments, depressions, C-shapes, enclosures, platforms, terraced platforms,
lined depressions, a double enclosure, a retaining wall, a basalt core, a U-shape, an Lshape, a double C-shape, a partial enclosure and a wall. Due to the features’ locality and
construction it is concluded that this area was used primarily for habitation and possibly
some ceremonial use. The habitation features are situated in close proximity to the Ala
Kahakai, while the ceremonial sites are located in areas that are in higher elevation,
suggesting that these features were constructed with the purpose of having an enhanced
vantage point. The features range in condition from poor to good with many areas well
preserved and intact while other areas showed evidence of rock fall or lack there of
causing obscure definition.
Threats to the site are definitely caused by human impacts due to the trail systems along
the coastline and access roads at the eastern region of the site. Other adverse effects are
its proximity to the ocean and coastline of which the features are vulnerable to natural
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disasters. As suggested for sites within “Flat/Paved Area”, similar actions should be taken
to ensure the preservation of this site that includes interpretive signage and further
research to support current documentation and findings. Another recommendation would
be to consider investigating surrounding areas and ahupuaʻa to better understand the
region in its entirety. Long term future goals and recommendations are to work
collaboratively with the community on determining the management of this region.
Ala Kahakai Makai Site Complex
This site complex is comprised of 30 features - nine C-shapes, four platforms, four
enclosures, two walls, two mounds, a terrace, L-shape, retaining wall, circular hearth,
rock shelter/overhang, triple enclosure, double enclosure, terraced platform and a
modified outcrop. Prominently habitation sites, the features are situated makai of the Ala
Kahakai and in very close proximity to the coastline. The site ranges from poor to good
condition with rock fall and collapse being the main cause of obscurity. There is evidence
of modern modification to some sites, suggesting that human traffic is frequent in this
area.
The primary threats to this site complex are humans and natural disasters due to its close
proximity to the ocean and walking trails. Similar recommendations suggested for the
“Ala Kahakai Mauka” site complex should be considered for this site as well. Further
research should include investigating related features in other ahupuaʻa to compare and
contrast location and purpose in correlation to nearby or surrounding sites.
Table 11. Punaluʻu Feature Types

Feature Type

Amount

Enclosure
Partial enclosure (C-Shape)
Lined depression
Platform
Terrace
Terrace Enclosure
Uprights
Wall
Partial enclosure (L-Shape)
Mound
Cairn
Circular Alignment
Rock shelter
Hearth
Modified Overhang
Partial enclosure (U-Shape)
Total Features

26
15
8
6
4
4
4
4
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
96
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Figure 56. Identified sites in the project area.
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Figure 57. Trails and site boundaries.
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Figure 58. Close up of sites in the western project area.
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Figure 59. Close up of sites in the central project area.
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Figure 60. Close up of sites in the eastern project area.
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Site #: PU- Flat/Paved Area
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Paved, cleared area.
GPS Coordinates: *Track
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: Yes
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional, historic, and modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located northeast of Punaluʻu Nui Heiau, PU1, PU2A, PU2B, PU2C,
PU3 and PU4
Description of Location: Area is cleared of vegetation
Description of Feature: Measurements of the flat area is approximately 135m x 87m (refer to GPS track).
The flat area is constructed with ʻaʻā gravel, cobble, stone and boulders. Small and very large waterworns
were scattered throughout but mostly constructed on the northeast end. Southwest end is the boundary to
the Punaluʻu Nui. Northeast of the feature ends with a drop that forms a ridge that demarcates the northeast
boundary. There are six modern features that utilize the ʻaʻā from the flat area, that are located on the
northeast end. Area is mostly flat with approximately 30 depressions that vary in size. There is a historic
trail that runs in a northeast to southwest direction that cuts through the heiau and leads to the Ala Kahakai.

Figure 61. View of the Flat/Paved Area with the eastern wall of Punaluʻu Nui Heiau in the left side of the
photo. View to north.
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Figure 62. View of Flat/Paved Area with the eastern wall of Punaluʻu Nui Heiau on the right hand side of
photo. View to south.
Site #: PU – Unsurveyed Area
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Types:
GPS Coordinates: *Track
Artifacts: Yes
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: Yes
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional and historic
Possible Function: Habitation, religious, transportation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU 8
Description of Location: The Unsurveyed Area is located to the northwest of PU 8.
Description of Feature: The Unsurveyed Area consists of a cluster or habitation, transportation, and
possibly ceremonial features. There are approximately 7 C-shapes, 10 enclosures, 5 rock shelters, and 2
trails. A large wall runs mauka to makai (north to south) in this area. The wall continues mauka of a barbed
wire fence that runs in a northeast/southwest direction (parallel to the coastline). Historic railroad tracks
were also located in this area. The railroad remnants run along side the barbed wire fence, also in a
northeast/southwest direction. The railroad tracks are located on the mauka side of the fenceline.
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Figure 63. Mauka to makai wall located in the unsurveyed area. View to west.

Figure 64. Historic railroad remnants located in the unsurveyed area. View to southwest.
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Site #: PU1
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236895; Northing 2117760, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 15 meters south of feature PU2A and
approximately 52 meters from Punaluʻu Nui heiau.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of minimal vegetation and barren landscape and in
close proximity to coastline. Vegetation present is Kuala, golf course grass and Christmas berry on south
end of feature.
Description of Feature: The feature measures 1.8m long x 0.67m high x .65m thick and is of stacked
construction with four to five courses. Feature is constructed of cobbles, stones and boulders and is a of
linear plan view shape. Modern debris, such as plastics and gun shells, are prevalent on the southeast end of
feature. Collapse is located on southeast end approximately 0.5 meters from wall face to end of collapse.
Wall runs in a north to south direction. The feature curves slightly on north end and is relatively small. A
large boulder measuring 0.65 meters long is situated on north end of feature at the base of the wall, or niho
stone.

Figure 65. PU 1, east wall with Punaluʻu Nui in background. View to southwest.
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Figure 66. PU 1, wall with coastline in background. View to south.
Site #: PU2
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: C-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236885; Northing 2117785, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 15 meters north of feature PU1 and
approximately 52 meters from Punaluʻu Nui heiau.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of minimal vegetation and barren landscape and in
very close proximity to coastline
Description of Feature: Modern feature located east of Punaluʻu Nui. Measuring 2.8m x 1.55m x 0.63m x
0.72m, the feature is stacked with four to five courses and constructed with cobbles and stones. The feature
is of a C-shape design with the opening orientated east. Walls of feature are wide with a waterworn cobble
situated upright at center of interior wall. Evidence of collapse is located on the south end of feature
interior. Collapse also located exterior of feature with waterworn cobbles scattered throughout and collapse
extending approximately one meter out. Coral pieces placed on top of feature wall.
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Figure 67. PU 2A, overview of feature with Punaluʻu Nui in background. View to southwest.

Figure 68. PU 2A, C-shape with PU 2B in background. View to south.
Site #: PU2
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: C-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236884; Northing 2117789, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Adjoins with the southeast wall of feature PU2C
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of barren landscape and minimal vegetation and
located in very close proximity to the coastline. Feature located on a flattened area adjacent to Punaluʻu
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Nui heiau.
Description of Feature: Feature is modern and measures 1.94m x 1.5m x 0.68m. Constructed of stacked
architecture comprising of cobbles, stones and boulders and is built three to four courses high. The center
of feature has a slight depression with waterworns piled within.

Figure 69. PU 2B, small C-Shape with depression. Plan view.
Site #: PU2
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: U-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236881; Northing 2117764, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Adjoins with the southwest wall of feature PU2B
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of barren landscape. Feature located on a flattened
area adjacent to Punaluʻu Nui heiau.
Description of Feature: This modern feature comprises of approximately four to six courses of cobbles,
stones, boulders, and waterworns. Measuring 3.87m x 3.2m with an interior height of 1.04 meters and an
exterior height of 0.66 meters. The dominant wall is relatively long which contributes to the features
identity as a U-shape. The corners are slightly curved and the center has a slight depression. The feature is
built on a slightly higher elevation of which a ramp-like section at the opening was constructed. The ramp
and opening are located on the east end of the feature with waterworns scattered throughout. Collapse is
evident on the exterior and interior of feature as well as coral.
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Figure 70. PU 2C, C-Shape with Punaluʻu Nui and coastline in background. View to south.
Site #: PU3
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Circular alignment
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236888; Northing 2117764, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 5 meters northwest of feature PU1 and 15
meters, southeast of PU2A, PU2B, PU2C
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā field
Description of Feature: The feature is of a circular plan view and consists of 11 stones, ten waterworns
and one ʻaʻā stone. Some waterworns are positioned in an upright position. The single ʻaʻā stone is located
on the north end of feature. Evidence of fallen rocks nearby is disrupting the circular alignment. Measures
0.5 meters long and 0.45 meters wide.
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Figure 71. PU 3, small circular alignment. Plan view.
Site #: PU4
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Collapsed wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236885; Northing 2117762, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Soil, ʻaʻā and pāhoehoe
Possible Age: Modern
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 15 meters southwest of feature PU5A
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā field
Description of Feature: Feature is comprised of cobbles and stones and very large waterworn boulders
and is of irregular plan view. Evidence of heavy collapse, which measures 3.48 meters long and 2.2 meters
wide. The feature is a portion of a large section of waterworn cobbles and boulders scattered throughout the
flat area designated as site PU-Flat Area.
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Figure 72. PU 4, collapsed wall. View to northeast.

Figure 73. PU 5, wider angle of collapsed wall. View to northeast.
Site #: PU5
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Modified Outcrop
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236891; Northing 2117742, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Soil, ʻaʻā and pāhoehoe
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair to Good
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 15m east of feature PU4
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of barren landscape and minimal vegetation and in
very close proximity to coastline.
Description of Feature: The feature is located near the prevalent elevation change that designates the
eastern boundary of the flat area. Feature is built up on a natural landscape on the southwest end of feature.
The stacking is on top of outcrop with two to three courses and consists of gravel, cobbles, stones and
boulders. The feature measures 4.0m x 2.3m x 0.96m x 0.52m. As a partial enclosure with a C-shape, the
modified outcrop has large boulders situated on the southeast end that measures 0.78m x 0.48m. Another
large boulder on the west corner of the feature measures 0.69m x 0.64m.

Figure 74. PU 5A, wall of modified outcrop with Punaluʻu Nui in background. View to south.

Figure 75. PU 5A, south wall of modified outcrop. View to northeast.
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Site #: PU5
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Modified Outcrop
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236891; Northing 2117743, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Poor to Fair
Association with Other Features:
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature is of irregular plan view and measures 2.9m x .68m x 1.26m. Stacking of
cobbles and stones on the outcrop are two courses high. Midden of ʻopihi shells was found at east end of
the feature along with modern debris.

Figure 76. PU 5B, north end of modified outcrop. View to south.
Site #: PU6
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Circular alignment
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236902; Northing 2117767, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Soil, and ʻaʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located approximately 5 meters northeast of modern complex of
features and north of features PU5A and PU5B
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of grass and ʻuhaloa growing on the southeastern end
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with unknown vegetation in center of feature.
Description of Feature: The feature is of stacked construction with a circular plan view and measures
2.43m x 1.76m x 0.53m x 0.43m. Constructed of cobbles, stones and boulders. Prominent characteristics of
the feature are four large boulders on the north end with stones stacked on top. On the south end of feature
stones are piled with a slight opening at the southeast end. Modern debris including bullet shells were
found in the interior of the feature.

Figure 77. PU 6, circular enclosure with large boulders. View to northwest.

Figure 78. PU 6, circular enclosure with Puʻu ‘Enuhe in background. View to north.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: C-shape partial enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236934; Northing 2117765, Accuracy: 2m
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Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to good
Association with Other Features: PU6, PU7B, PU7C, PU7D, PU7E, PU7F, PU7G, PU7H, PU7I
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal to no vegetation near feature.
Description of Feature: Feature is obscure within the surrounding landscape. However, many areas of the
feature are still intact and in good condition. The feature measures 2.26m long x 1.55m thick x 0.74 high at
the north end. the northwest corner has the most distinguishable facing with somewhat of a built flatleveled surface on the northeast corner, indicating a possible platform. The west wall is fairly
distinguishable with evidence of collapse. A large foundational boulder is located on the northwest corner
of the feature. The east wall is slightly built up on a small slope with a leveled area on the elevated
landscape.

Figure 79. PU 7A, intact wall segment of C-shape. View to southeast.

Figure 80. PU 7A, overview of C-shape with surrounding landscapes. View to northwest.
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Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236941; Northing 2117766, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU7A, PU7C, PU7D, PU7E, PU7F, PU7G, PU7H and PU7I
Description of Location: Grass and plants growing within interior of feature
Description of Feature: Feature is of a circular plan view measuring 5.1m long x 4.3m wide x 0.9m deep.
A collapsed wall measures 6.1 meters long. Consists of cobbles, stones and boulders and is constructed
abutting the Ala Kahakai. Feature is 1.1 meters east of PU7A. The east end of feature is built on an extreme
elevation change. East end is collapsed and is built on a slope with rocks that tumbled downward along the
slope. Large waterworn boulders on the east end show signs of extreme weathering and are cracked.

Figure 81. PU 7B, exterior of west wall of C-shape. View to west.
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Figure 82. PU 7B, overview of C-shape. View to northeast.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236940; Northing 2117772, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation.
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU7A, PU7B, PU7D, PU7E, PU7F, PU7G and PU7H
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal to no vegetation
Description of Feature: The feature measures 5.5m long x 2.8m wide x 0.63m deep and is of irregular
shape. The depression consists of cobbles, stones and two very large boulders located on the northwest end
of feature. The largest boulder measures 0.99m long x 0.76m wide. There is another large boulder situated
in the center of the feature and a white coral on the northern corner.
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Figure 83. PU 7C, overview of irregular shaped depression. View to north.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: D
Feature Type: C-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236934; Northing 2117778, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and pāhoehoe
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to Fair
Association with Other Features: PU7A, PU7B, PU7C, PU7E, PU7F and PU7G
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and vegetation present, Christmas berry located at southern corner of
feature.
Description of Feature: The C-shaped feature measures 4.12m long x 3.4m wide x 0.58m high and is
comprised of cobbles, stones and boulders. The east end is built up against the landscape with a triangular
shaped boulder on northern end of feature, measuring 0.70m long x 0.51m wide x 0.36m high.
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Figure 84. PU 7D, C-shape with depression. View to southeast.

Figure 85. PU 7D, wall segment of C-shape. View to northwest.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: E
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236939; Northing 2117785, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and pāhoehoe
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU7A, PU7B, PU7C, PU7D, PU7F, PU7G and PU7H
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal to no vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature consists of cobbles and stones and measures 4.3m long x 3.1m wide x
0.57m deep and is an oval shape. Evidence of collapse is located on the north end exterior.

Figure 86. PU 7E, overview of depression. View to northeast.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: F
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236936; Northing 2117788, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU7A, PU7B, PU7C, PU7D, PU7E, PU7G and PU7H
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal to no vegetation
Description of Feature: This feature consists of cobbles, stones and boulders and measures 5.1m long x
4.1m wide x 0.47m deep. It is adjacent to the west end and abutting the southeast end of feature PU7E. An
extra large boulder is located on the northeast end of feature, which also abuts PU7E. There is a large
boulder situated in the center of depression with collapse on the west end.
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Figure 87. PU 7F, overview of C-shape and depression. View to south.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: G
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236944; Northing 2117790, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to good
Association with Other Features: PU7H is located 0.9 meters east and PU7I is 3.7 meters south.
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal to no vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature has an oval plan view and measures 4.2m long x 3.9m wide x 0.79m
deep. The east face is in good condition with a facing that has three courses of stacking. There are two
distinct depressions located on the north and south end of feature.
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Figure 88. PU 7G, overview of depression. View to southeast.

Figure 89. PU 7G, overview of depression with coastline in background. View to southeast.
Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: H
Feature Type: C-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236950; Northing 2117794, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Soil, ʻaʻā and pāhoehoe
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to fair
Association with Other Features: PU7G and PU7I
Description of Location: ʻAʻā, Christmas berry and ʻuhaloa
Description of Feature: Feature measures 5.4m x 4.6m x 0.60m and is constructed of cobbles and stones.
Approximately, two to three courses high with evidence of collapse on the exterior and interior of feature.
The east end is in the best condition and the north end covered in Christmas berry. There is a slight
elevation change on the southwest end of feature with major collapse on the northeast end. The wall is
extremely obscure due to the collapse on both the exterior and interior of the C-shape.

Figure 90. PU 7H, overview of C-shape with depression. View to west.

Figure 91. PU 7H, overview of C-shape. View to northeast.
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Site #: PU7
Feature Letter: I
Feature Type: C-shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236957; Northing 2117786, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Soil, ʻaʻā and pāhoehoe
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to fair
Association with Other Features: Located north of PU7H and 4.3 meters north of the trail.
Description of Location: ʻAʻā, Christmas berry and ʻuhaloa
Description of Feature: This feature measures 6.3m x 4.4m x 0.76m and comprised of cobbles, stones and
boulders. Evidence of collapse is seen within interior and exterior of feature. A very large boulder
measuring 4.9m long x 4.6m wide x 0.60m high is located at the features east exterior. It is of stacked
construction two to three courses high. Opening faces south. The southwest and northeast end somewhat
intact, however, the north corner is obscure due to heavy collapse.

Figure 92. PU 7I, overview of depression with coastline in background. View to southeast.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Enclosure with Cairn
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236984; Northing 2117862, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
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PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and minimal vegetation on the northeast end of feature.
Description of Feature: The cairn within the feature measures 1.54m long x 1.11m wide x 1.36m thick
and is built of stacked construction six to seven courses. Comprised of stones, cobbles and boulders. Large
niho stones are located at the base of cairn with stones and boulders stacked on top. A massive natural
outcrop is situated at the northwest end of feature and measures 1.15m x 1.4m x 1.39m. ʻIliʻili deposits are
scattered on the ground on the southeast corner of enclosure. The enclosure measures 5.85m x 2.62m x
1.17m x 1.26m. There are very large boulders throughout the feature. Another very large outcrop serves as
the base of the southeastern corner. This outcrop measures 1.52m wide x 0.72m high. Small cowry shells
found in center of feature

Figure 93. PU 8A, southeast face of ahu. View to northwest.

Figure 94. PU 8A, northwest face of ahu. View to southeast.
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Figure 95. Plan view map of PU 8.
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Figure 96. PU 8A, enclosure with ahu. View to east/southeast.

Figure 97. PU 8A, enclosure with ahu. View to south.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Double Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting: 236981; 2117862, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: Yes
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The entire feature measures 7.94m x 4.28m x 1.06m. The southeast enclosure
measuring 3.97m x 4.28m x 1.11m and the north enclosure measures 3.25m x 3.30m x 1.06m with the
measurement taken from the interior. An adze flake, cowry shell, and charcoal were found in the north
enclosure in the northwest corner. The feature is stacked six to seven courses high on the north interior wall
of the southeast enclosure. Both enclosures abut each other and share the central wall. The southeast
enclosure is slightly higher then north enclosure due to a gradual slope in the landscape. Northern enclosure
has a squared plan view with rounded corners. There is evidence of collapse on the southeast and west end
of feature. The north enclosure is stacked three to four courses high, observation taken from the northwest
and northeast end.

Figure 98. PU 8B, double enclosure with Kaʻū mauka in background. View to northwest.

Figure 99. PU 8B, double enclosure. View to northeast.
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Figure 100. PU 8B, northwest wall of double enclosure. View to southeast.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: C-Shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236981; Northing 2117864, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: Yes
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation.
Description of Feature: Measures 4.33m x 3.57m x 1.44m is of stacked construction three courses high.
Northeast wall is in the best condition. There is a hearth located in the southeast section of feature but no
ash deposit present. ʻOpihi shells present in hearth. North wall adjoins southeast corner of PU8B (southeast
enclosure). North wall is heavily collapsed as well as the south portion of southeast wall. There is an
opening towards the southwest and measures 2m wide and is an alignment. Waterworns are scattered
throughout the feature.
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Figure 101. PU 8C, C-Shape. View to northeast.

Figure 102. PU 8C, hearth located within feature. View to east.
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Figure 103. PU 8C, overview of hearth. Plan view.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: D
Feature Type: Retaining wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236983; Northing 2117869, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Wall measures 3.95m x 1.05m x 0.84m and is stacked two to three courses high.
The wall orients southeast to north and curves slightly to northwest. Comprised of stones, cobbles and
boulders.
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Figure 104. PU 8D, overview of retaining wall. View to northeast.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: E
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236983; Northing 2117867, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: This feature measures 6.48m x 2.79m x 1.16m. A massive natural outcrop is
situated at the north corner of the feature measuring 1.69m x 0.83m x 1.77m. The platform is comprised of
stones, cobbles and boulders and is built three to five courses high on the southeast and west ends. The
feature is constructed on a slight slope. Large outcrops are also situated on the southeast corner of feature.
The feature is located at the edge of a high ridgeline that overlooks the ocean and surrounding landscape.
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Figure 105. PU 8E, platform with large natural boulder on northwest corner. View to northeast.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: F
Feature Type: Basalt core
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236994; Northing 2117862, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Tool Production
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Located on the landing below PU8E and on top of PU8H
Description of Feature: The basalt core is a single stone that measures 0.47m x 0.27m x 0.28m. The stone
is of a rectangular plan view shape. The stone is relatively smooth with evidence of flake scars on all sides.
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Figure 106. PU 8F, large basalt core. View to northeast.

Figure 107. PU 8F, large basalt core. Plan view.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: G
Feature Type: Cairn
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236998; Northing 2117901, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
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Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located northwest and in close proximity to PU8E
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation. Situated on a high
ridge overlooking the ocean and surrounding landscape.
Description of Feature: Consists of cobbles, stones and boulders and measures 2.62m x 2.56m x 1.21m.
Feature is stacked five to six courses and is has a square plan view. The feature is relatively square with
round edges. Evidence of collapse on the southwest and west end of feature with the collapse measuring
1.41m out. The southeast face is intact and in excellent condition.

Figure 108. PU 8G, overview of ahu with landscape in background. View to north.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: H
Feature Type: Terraced platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236993; Northing 2117856, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8I, PU8J, PU8K,
PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of Christmas berry located on the east corner
Description of Feature: The enclosure is of circular plan view and measures 1.6m x 1.4m x 1.1m. The
north end of feature abuts PU8I (terraced wall) and is stacked two courses high. The remainder of feature is
an alignment and is comprised of eight boulders.
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Figure 109. PU 8H, view to north.

Figure 110. PU 8H, view to north.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: I
Feature Type: Terraced platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237519; Northing 2118061, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
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Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8J,
PU8K, PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature is a terrace measuring 4.4m long and 1.5m high. Comprised of boulders
and cobbles, the feature is stacked four to five courses high. The south and east facing walls form an Lshape. A very large boulder is located on the north end. PU8H adjoins the feature at the southeast corner.
The east facing wall is stacked four courses high.

Figure 111. PU 8I, view to north.
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Figure 112. PU 8I, view to north.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: J
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236987; Northing 2117861, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU8A, PU8B, PU8C, PU8D, PU8E, PU8F, PU8G, PU8H, PU8I,
PU8K, PU8L and PU9
Description of Location: ‘Aʻā, ‘ilima and non-native plants.
Description of Feature: C-shape enclosure measures 4.7m x 3.3m x 0.6m and is comprised of stones,
cobbles and boulders. Evidence of heavy collapse is located on the east end. The southwest end of the
feature connects to PU8C. ‘Ilima and non-native plants are growing in the center of the feature. Collapse is
evident on north end. Opening is located on the southwest end and measures 1.3m wide.
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Figure 113. PU 8J, view to east.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: K
Feature Type: L-shaped Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236969; Northing 2117864, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: Located 1.3 meters north of PU9 and 1.7 meters southeast of PU8L
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: L-shaped enclosure is comprised of stones and boulders and measures 7m x 2.1m
x 0.6m. Collapse is evident on southeast wall. North wall is obscure with collapse on the interior and
exterior of the wall.
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Figure 114. PU 8K, view to south.

Figure 115. PU 8K, view to east.
Site #: PU8
Feature Letter: L
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236969; Northing 2117864, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
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Association with Other Features: Located 2.1m northwest of PU8K
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: C-shaped enclosure is constructed of stacked cobbles, stones and boulders
approximately two to three courses high. Evidence of heavy collapse on the north end. Feature measures
3.1m x 2.0m x 0.7m. There are large boulders on the southeast corner, one measuring 1.4m long and 1.0m
high. The opening of enclosure is located on the southeast end, measuring 0.7m wide.

Figure 116. PU 8L, view to north.
Site #: PU9
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237092; Northing 2117868, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: Yes
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: Located one meter south of feature PU8K
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The east enclosure measures 6.3m x 5.4m x 0.7m and the southeast enclosure
measures 6.3m x 5.4m x 0.7m. Both are of square plan view and comprise of stones, cobbles and boulders.
The middle adjoining wall is 1m wide, with heavy collapse on the interior and exterior. The most intact
walls are on the south and southeast ends. Large boulder is located on the north end of the northwest
enclosure. Waterworns scattered throughout the interior of both enclosures.
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Figure 117. PU 9, view to south.

Figure 118. PU 9, view to northwest.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237123; Northing 2117887, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
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Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU10B, PU10C, PU10D, PU10E, PU10F and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Enclosure is of oval plan view and is comprised of cobbles, stones and boulders.
The feature measures 8.30m x 5.50m x 0.84m. At the east end the wall is stacked four courses high. Heavy
collapse on interior of west wall. South wall is slightly obscure and is orientated east to west.

Figure 119. PU 10A, northeast wall of enclosure. View to northeast.

Figure 120. PU 10A, overview of enclosure. View to northeast.
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Figure 121. PU 10A, overview of enclosure. View to north.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: U-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237124; Northing 2117881, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU10A, PU10C, PU10D, PU10E, PU10F and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The U-shaped enclosure is situated southeast of PU10A, measuring 4.56m x
4.46m x 0.86m. Constructed of stones, cobbles and boulders. The east corner has an intact wall face three
to four courses. Portion of northeast and northwest walls are only two courses high with heavy collapse.
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Figure 122. PU 10B, overview of U-shape. View to north.

Figure 123. PU 10B, view of east wall of U-shape. View to north.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: L-Shaped Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237128; Northing 2117862, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: Located 3.4 meters north of Ala Kahakai and associated with features
PU10A, PU10B, PU10D, PU10E, PU10F and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Partial enclosure measures 16.90m x 12.6m x 1.2m at the east end. Southeast end
abuts an enclosure on the west end. The southeast end may connect to the wall on the makai side of the Ala
Kahakai. Southeast wall curves to the northwest and the feature is parallel to the Ala Kahakai. On the north
end of the east wall is a possible enclosure but it is too obscure to distinguish.

Figure 124. PU 10C, overview of partial enclosure with intern as photo scale (5ʻ3” height). View to
northeast.
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Figure 125. PU 10C, southwest wall segment of feature. View to northeast.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: D
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237138; Northing 2117863, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to fair
Association with Other Features: PU10A, PU10B, PU10C, PU10E, PU10F and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Measures 12.3m x 8.12m 1.03m. North wall is located on the southeast and
southwest end of PU10C. The east corner is in excellent condition with five and six courses neatly stacked.
There is heavy collapse around perimeter of enclosure. A boulder is located on the northeast corner and
east end of the feature.
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Figure 126. PU 10D, overview of C-shape with intern as a scale (5’3” height). View to northeast.

Figure 127. PU 10D, northeast wall. View to northeast.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: E
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237137; Northing 2117868, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU10A, PU10B, PU10C, PU10D, PU10F and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Enclosure measures 5.60m x 3.70m x 1.33m and is stacked six to seven courses
high of stones and cobbles. The feature is slightly obscure and blends in well with landscape. East wall is in
the best condition. Southeast end abuts PU10D and west wall abuts the east wall of PU10C.
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Figure 128. PU 10E, overview of enclosure. View to northeast.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: F
Feature Type: Double C-shape
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237153; Northing 2117870, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to fair
Association with Other Features: PU10A, PU10B, PU10C, PU10D, PU10E, and PU10G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The feature measures 6.1m wide and 0.8m high and is comprised of stones,
cobbles and boulders. Opening is orientated to the north. It is of stacked construction with four to five
courses. North enclosure is slightly obscured and is heavily collapsed. The interior is leveled and flat with
boulders and stones scattered throughout the interior floor.
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Figure 129. PU 10F, overview of enclosure with intern as a scale (5’3” height). View to east.
Site #: PU10
Feature Letter: G
Feature Type: Partial Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237180; Northing 2117875, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor to fair
Association with Other Features: PU10A, PU10B, PU10C, PU10D, PU10E and PU10F
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature measures 1.74m long, 1.1m wide and 1.1m thick and is of rectangular
shape. It is stacked two to three courses high. Feature is primarily built with boulders, with the largest
boulder located at the southeast end.
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Figure 130. PU 10G, overview of enclosure with landscape in background. View to north.
Site #: PU11
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: C-Shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237222; Northing 2117868, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good to excellent
Association with Other Features: Located 5 meters north of Alahele
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and Christmas berry near opening.
Description of Feature: C-shape enclosure measures 3.30m x 3.2m x 1.1m with stacked construction,
three to five courses high. Feature is comprised of large boulders as niho stones with stones and boulders
stacked on top. Opening is facing south.
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Figure 131. PU 11A, overview of C-shape with mauka landscape in background. View to north.
Site #: PU11
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Cairn
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237217; Northing 2117874, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located eight meters north of PU11A
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: The ahu measures 1.56m x 1.47m x 0.9m with stacked construction, three to four
courses high constructed of stones and boulders. The feature is cone shaped and of circular plan view.
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Figure 132. PU 11B, overview of cairn. View to north.
Site #: PU11
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237223; Northing 2117864, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU11A and PU11B
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and Christmas berry
Description of Feature: Feature is a cairn that measures 3.6m x 1.4m x 0.9m and is stacked three to four
courses high. Cairn is constructed of stones and boulders and is of irregular plan view. West face is
collapsed with north end of feature in the best condition. Christmas berry growing at the southeast end of
feature.
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Figure 133. PU 11C, north end of cairn. View to south.

Figure 134. PU 11C, overview of cairn. View to south.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237443; Northing 2118056, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU12B, PU12C, PU12D, PU12E and PU12B
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, grass and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Platform measures 6.0m x 5.2m x 1.45m and has a square plan view. Constructed
of stones and boulders and rubble-filled with cobbles and stones. Constructed of stacked ʻaʻā, seven to
eight courses high. The southwest corner abuts PU12B. Coral was found near the northwest corner and
evidence of collapse is located on the northeast corner of feature. Very large boulders are situated at all four
corners.

Figure 135. PU 12A, overview of platform with intern as a scale (5’3” height). View to southeast.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Enclosure; Possible Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237438; Northing 2118044, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Fair to good
Association with Other Features: PU12A, PU12C, PU12D, PU12E, PU12F and PU12G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation.
Description of Feature: This enclosure, or possible platform, measures 5.0m x 3.8m x 1.46m and is of an
oval plan view. Feature has some rubble-fill still present, which indicates possible platform. Collapse is
located on the exterior of the northwest corner and throughout the interior. There is heavy collapse off of
the south wall, which is of stacked construction four to five courses high. North corner abuts the southwest
corner of PU12A. Coral is scattered around feature and a very large boulder is located on the southeast
corner that measures 2.8m x 1.0m x 1.7m. The platform is located on a ridge overlooking the ocean.
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Figure 136. Plan view map of PU 12.
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Figure 137. PU 12B, enclosure with intern as a scale (5’3” height). View to southeast.

Figure 138. PU12B, enclosure/possible platform with large natural boulder. View to west.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237430; Northing 2118052, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU12A and PU12B
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and Christmas berry to the north of feature.
Description of Feature: Enclosure consists of low-lying walls that are comprised of cobbles and stones of
piled construction. The feature measures 11.4m x 4.2m x 0.4m and is of rectangular plan view. Evidence of
collapse is prominent on the east wall within the interior and exterior. An opening is situated on the
southeast corner measuring two meters wide. The widest wall is on the east end and becomes narrow
towards the northwest. The feature is orientated east to west. Unique features include a large natural
boulder located on the north end and areas of which the wall becomes an alignment.

Figure 139. PU 12C, overview of partial enclosure with intern as a scale (5’3” height). View to northeast.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: D
Feature Type: Lined depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237431; Northing 2118046, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Feature is three meters east of PU12E and six meters north of PU12F
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: Lined depression measures 0.7m long 0.5m wide and 0.7m deep and is of circular
plan view. A very large boulder is located on the north end of feature measuring 1.1m x 0.8m x 0.4m.
There is evidence of collapse within the of feature. Depression is lined with ten stones and boulders. Large
boulder abuts east end of feature measuring 1.65m x 1.3m x 0.8m.
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Figure 140. PU 12D, overview of lined depression. View to northeast.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: E
Feature Type: Lined depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237430; Northing 2118048, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: Pastureland enriched soil and grass
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU12A, PU12B, PU12C, PU12D, PU12F and PU12G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: Measures 2.2m x 1.8m x 0.8m and is comprised of stones and boulders. Feature is
of circular plan view. Natural boulder outcrop located on the south end of feature and used as part of the
feature construction. Two large stones on the northwest end of feature align to connect the natural boulder
outcrop and landscape. The depression is in poor condition with cobbles and stones collapsed inside.

Figure 141. PU 12E, lined depression. Plan view.
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Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: F
Feature Type: Depression
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237434; Northing 2118044, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU12A, PU12B, PU12C, PU12D, PU12E, PU12G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and grass
Description of Feature: Depression measures 0.7m long, 0.7m wide and 0.7m deep and is of circular plan
view. Comprised of stones and boulders and constructed on a natural slope of rocks. Two very large natural
boulders are situated on the southeast and southwest end of feature and are covered with stones and
cobbles. Cobbles and stones slope downward at the south end of feature while the north end has a gradual
incline of boulders and stones.

Figure 142. PU 12F, overview of depression. View to north.

186

Figure 143. PU 12F, depression. View to north.
Site #: PU12
Feature Letter: G
Feature Type: Circular Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237425; Northing 2118043, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: PU12A, PU12B, PU12C, PU12D, PU12E, PU12G
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and vegetation west of feature
Description of Feature: Circular enclosure measures 1.8m long and 0.5m deep and is of irregular plan
view. Feature is comprised of gravel, cobbles, stones and boulders. A natural boulder is located at the
southwest and northeast corner of the feature. The circular enclosure is built on a slope.

Figure 144. PU 12G, view to southwest.
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Site #: PU14
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236871; Northing 2117693, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ‘Aʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located 12 meters south of Alaloa approximately 30 meters from the
northeast wall of Punaluʻu Nui.
Description of Location: On ‘aʻā flow, located east of Punaluʻu Nui and north of ocean.
Description of Feature: The feature is a rectangular mound of piled construction that measures 4.4m x
2.9m x 1.4m. Feature is dominated by ‘aʻā, ‘ili‘ili and coral. The southwest wall is stacked with cobbles,
four courses high. The stacking measures 0.85m high and 1.1m wide. The south face of feature is collapsed
with evidence of lithics in area. Several branches of coral are also found on south end of feature. West end
of feature appears to have organized stacking with the height of the feature decreasing as the feature
continues north. The north end of feature is almost level to the landscape. The landscape length measures
0.45m and the south end of ‘aʻā collapse measures 1.9m.

Figure 145. PU 14, overview of platform. View to northeast.
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Figure 146. PU 14, stacked facing of platform. View to northeast.

Figure 147. PU 14, birdseye view of platform. Plan view.
Site #: PU15
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Terrace
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236883; Northing 2117696, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ‘Aʻā and broken pāhoehoe
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located 25 meters south from Alaloa and 8.5 meters from feature PU14
and approximately 5 meters north of the edge of the coastline
Description of Location: East end of feature blends with the landscape. The area slopes west and ‘aʻā and
waterworns throughout.
Description of Feature: The feature is of rectangular plan view and measures 3.10m long 2.10m wide with
measurements taken from the outcrop. The terrace is of stacked construction and built up against the
landscape where the slope descends westward. An outcrop is located on the southeast end of feature.
Northwest of feature consists of cobbles, ʻaʻā and waterworns. The outcrop measures 1.9m x 0.9m x 1.6m x
1.5m and is situated in a north to south direction near an ocean inlet. There is a possible imu located on the
southeast corner of feature as well a single coral on the north end. Evidence of collapse within interior and
exterior of feature, which indicates it could possibly be a terraced shelter or enclosure.

Figure 148. PU 15, overview of terraced wall. View to east.
Site #: PU16
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: L-shaped enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236886; Northing 2117701, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ‘Aʻā
Possible Age: Historical
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: Located 5 meters southwest to PU15, 5 meters east to PU17 and 20
meters north to the Alaloa
Description of Location: Open ‘aʻā field
Description of Feature: The northeast wall measures 5.6m x 0.9m x 0.3m and the north wall measures
4.1m x 0.9m x 0.25m. The feature is low lying and is constructed of cobble sized ʻaʻā and waterworn. The
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interior of enclosure is cleared and paved with gravel, ‘aʻā and ʻiliʻili. The back of the L-shape faces the
northeast trade winds and the opening is to the south. The feature is of an L-shaped plan view.

Figure 149. PU 16, L-shape enclosure. View to northeast.

Figure 150. PU 16, L-shaped enclosure with surrounding landscape. View to east.
Site #: PU17
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Retaining Wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236891; Northing 2117706, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
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Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ‘Aʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Unknown
Condition: Good to excellent
Association with Other Features: Located 11.5 meters to the west of feature PU18
Description of Location: Located on the ridge of a ravine and on a very steep slope
Description of Feature: The terraced wall or retaining wall measures 6.4m x 0.6m x 1.3m with a southeast
orientation. The feature is comprised of ʻaʻā cobbles and stones and is stacked six to seven courses.
Waterworns are scattered throughout the feature but not used in the construction. It has a rectangular plan
view and is in good condition. The wall is in excellent condition on the south side with heavy collapse
towards the middle and relatively good condition near the north end. Directly below the wall is a slope with
natural ʻaʻā outcrops, ʻaʻā cobbles and stones along with waterworn cobbles.

Figure 151. PU 17, south end of wall. View to west.

Figure 152. PU 17, view of terraced wall down slope. View to north.
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Figure 153. PU 17, terraced wall. View to south.

Figure 154. PU 17, northeast face of terrace. View to southwest.
Site #: 18
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: C-Shape Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236902; Northing 2117709, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: Yes
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ‘Aʻā and waterworn
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Feature located 11.35 meters southwest from feature PU17. Located
south of coastline and north of Alaloa.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ‘aʻā lava and waterworns.
Description of Feature: This feature measures 2.6m x 3.5m x 0.6m x 0.7m and is stacked two to three
courses. The opening of feature is situated northwest and measures 0.9m wide. The southeast interior wall
is collapsed and extends towards the opening. Large outcrop is located at the southeast portion of wall,
which was modified for construction of feature. Exterior of northwest wall is collapsed. Coral midden was
identified near the opening.

Figure 155. PU 18, C-shape. View to southeast.

Figure 156. PU 18, C-shape with Alahele and surrounding landscape in background. View to northeast.

194

Figure 157. PU 18, C-shape. Plan view.
Site #: PU19
Feature Letter:
Feature Type: Circular Hearth
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236906; Northing 2117721, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: Yes
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and waterworns
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Agriculture
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located 9.1 meters, east/southeast from feature PU18 and 21 meters
from Alaloa.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, ʻuhaloa and other vegetation.
Description of Feature: A circular alignment comprised of five waterworns and two ʻaʻā cobbles. An ʻaʻā
stone upright is located north of the feature and measures 0.3m wide and 0.5m high. No ash or charcoal
deposit present but top layer consists of soil and small ʻaʻā.
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Figure 158. PU 19, hearth with north arrow. Plan view.
Site #: PU20
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236947; Northing 2117697, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: Yes
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good to excellent
Association with Other Features: Located 12.6 meters southwest of feature PU21 and south of Alaloa.
Coastline to the west of feature.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, waterworn boulders and stones.
Description of Feature: Platform is constructed of ʻaʻā cobbles, stones and boulders that are stacked three
to seven courses high. Some waterworns are used in the construction. Height of cairn decreases to the south
and platform slopes towards the east. Collapse is evident on the south corner of feature. Large pāhoehoe
outcrop is used in the construction of the southwest wall. West corner of platform curves towards
northwest. The feature is built on a bedrock outcrop. There is a depression in the platform that measures
0.5m x 0.36m x 0.6m.
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Figure 159. Plan view map of PU 20, 21, & 22.
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Figure 160. PU 20, west end of Cairn. View to east.

Figure 161. PU 20, north end of cairn. View to south.
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Figure 162. PU 20, southwest end of cairn. View to northeast.
Site #: PU21
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236960; Northing 2117697, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious)
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located 3 meters, southeast of feature PU22. Feature PU21B is located
on the northeast end of feature PU21A. Naupaka is situated to the west perimeter of the feature.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, coral and waterworns.
Description of Feature: The feature measures 3.8m x 0.5m x 1.0m and is stacked one to two courses high
with rubble-fill. It is comprised of gravel, cobbles, stones, and boulders and is of oval plan view. Collapse
is evident on the southern corner and northwest end. Northeast end abuts an alignment. Large boulders are
situated at the east corner. The southeast end also has heavy collapse. Facing is not visible due to the
collapse. A large upright boulder is located at the south corner and boulders ranging in various sizes outline
the platform. ʻOpihi shells were found to the southeast of the platform.
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Figure 163. PU 21A, wall alignment. View to southeast.

Figure 164. PU 21A, alignment with surrounding landscape and Kaʻū mauka in background. View to
northwest.
Site #: PU21
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Rock shelter; Overhang
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236963; Northing 2117704, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed

200

Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located and connected to PU21A on the northeast end.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, coral, waterworn.
Description of Feature: Opening of feature is located to the northwest. The overhang measures 1.8m long
x 1.8m wide x 0.65 deep and the wall measures 0.7m high x 0.97m wide. The plan view is of circular
shape. There is stacking on northeast end of overhang three courses high. An outcrop is situated at
northeast end of feature.

Figure 165. PU 21B, rock shelter with overhang. View to southeast.

Figure 166. PU 21B, rock shelter with wall. View to southeast.
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Figure 167. Profile map of PU 20.

Figure 168. Profile map of PU 21A, a platform.
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Site #: PU22
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236966; Northing 2117694, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Possible burial
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU21 is 3 meters to the east of feature and in the vicinity of two other
platforms.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of coastline and Ala Kahakai
Description of Feature: The platform measures 2.7m x 1.9m x 0.7m high on the west face. Feature is
stacked three courses high with rubble-fill and comprised of cobbles, stones and boulders. The platform is
of irregular plan view and is built up on all four sides. A few waterworn pebbles are located on top of
platform. Exterior of platform is constructed with boulders and stones. Interior is filled with smaller
cobbles and gravel sized ʻaʻā with top of platform leveled. The feature could possibly be a burial site.

Figure 169. PU 22, platform. View to south.
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Figure 170. PU 22, platform. View to east.

Figure 171. PU 22, overview of platforms with Puʻu ʻEnuhe in background. View to north.
Site #: PU23
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236994; Northing 2117665, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and sand
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: N/A
Description of Location: In close proximity to coastal cliff
Description of Feature: The C-shape enclosure is constructed mostly of ʻaʻā cobbles along with a few
waterworns cobbles. Feature measures 4.2m x 2.1m x 1.0m x 1.3m thick on the southeast wall. Interior of
C-shape is a flat and leveled with portions of the feature covered in sand. Opening of C-shape faces
northwest and the walls curve around to create an opening that measures 1.1m wide. Midden is scattered on
the floor of the feature and modern crosses made of coral are present.

Figure 172. PU 23A, east wall of C-shape with modern coral art. View to north.

Figure 173. PU 23A, southeast wall of C-shape. View to west.

205

Figure 174. PU 23A, overview of C-shape with ocean and cliff in background. View to southeast.
Site #: PU23
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236992; Northing 2117671, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and sand
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU23A and PU23C
Description of Location: In close proximity to coastal cliff
Description of Feature: The wall measures 2.9m x 1.0m x 0.65m and abuts the east end of C-shape.
Constructed of ʻaʻā stones, stacked three courses high, and built on top of a natural outcrop. This feature is
in relatively fair condition.
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Figure 175. PU 23B, wall with stacked facing. View to northeast.
Site #: PU23
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Wall
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236995; Northing 2117671, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and sand
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU23A and PU23B
Description of Location: In close proximity to coastal cliff
Description of Feature: Feature is abutting the southwest end of PU 23A and measures 3.4m x 1.0m x
0.67m. Constructed of cobbles and stones, the wall is stacked three courses high towards the middle of the
feature. The rest of the wall is piled or collapsed and is in fair condition.

Figure 176. PU 23C, view of north end of wall. View to south.
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Site #: PU23
Feature Letter: D
Feature Type: Mound
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237000; Northing 2117665, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and sand
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU23A, PU23B, PU23C, and PU23E
Description of Location: In close proximity to coastal cliff
Description of Feature: Constructed of ʻaʻā cobbles and stones with waterworns in a piled construction.
On the western portion there are waterworns and pebbles and coral scattered throughout.
Site #: PU23
Feature Letter: E
Feature Type: Mound
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236994; Northing 2117664, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā and sand
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU23A, PU23B, PU23C and PU23D
Description of Location: In close proximity to coastal cliff
Description of Feature: Constructed of aʻā stones, cobbles and coral. Large boulders and one single
waterworn are at the base of the mound at the southwest end of feature.
Site #: PU24
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Triple enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236942; Northing 2117747, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU25B and PU25C
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: Feature is a large enclosure with three compartments. The feature is constructed
with gravel, cobbles, stones and boulders and is mainly stacked three to four courses high with some areas
piled. It measures 7.0m x 2.6m x 1.3m x 0.69m and is of rectangular plan view. The opening of enclosure is
situated on the west end of feature. There is a large upright ʻaʻā boulder that measures 1.17m long, 0.92m
high and 0.35m thick. The west wall is built slightly higher then the east wall by 0.1m in height. There is
stacking on the south wall. A boulder is situated on north end that measures 1.5m wide and 0.57m high. To
the north of the feature there are two enclosures PU25B and PU25C approximately 2m northwest of
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feature. The north wall has some piled construction, but the rest of feature does not have any organized
stacking.

Figure 177. PU 24A, enclosure with ʻaʻā and waterworn. View to southeast.
Site #: PU24
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Triple enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236942; Northing 2117747, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU24A and PU24C
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: This enclosure measures 2.5m x 2.2m x 0.58m x 0.7m and is constructed with ʻaʻā
cobbles and stones. This feature is stacked three courses high and is of rectangular plan view. The
northwest interior corner is rounded and is in good condition with minimal collapse. The east wall of
feature is the dividing wall for PU24C. This wall is 0.9m thick. The west end has facing in poor condition
on the exterior portions of the wall. There are two waterworns located in the center of the feature.
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Figure 178. PU 24B, enclosure. View to northeast.

Figure 179. PU 24B, northwest corner of enclosure. View to northwest.
Site #: PU24
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Triple enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236942; Northing 2117747, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: 24A and 24B
Description of Location: ʻAʻā and no vegetation
Description of Feature: Enclosure measures 3m x 1.7m x 0.58m x 0.9m and is of piled construction. The
feature comprises of cobbles, stones and boulders and is of rectangular plan view. The south wall uses the
natural landscape in its design and therefore only has a facing in the interior of the feature.

Figure 180. PU 24C, southeast corner with large outcrop. View to southeast.
Site #: PU25
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-Shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236948; Northing 2117758, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located 4m to the east of the Ala Kahakai and in a large concentration
of other habitation features PU26, PU27 and PU28
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā field and in close proximity to Ala Kahakai.
Description of Feature: C-shape enclosure measures at 5.2m x 1.0m x 0.8m with an opening measuring
4.5m wide to the southwest. It is constructed of ʻaʻā cobbles, stones and boulders and is stacked three
courses high with some areas that are piled. Interior of C-shape has collapse and the floor is leveled and
covered with ʻaʻā gravel. Five waterworns are located on and in the feature.
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Figure 181. PU 25, overview of C-Shape. View to east.
Site #: PU26
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-Shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236958; Northing 2117765, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Feature is located 3 meters to the northeast of feature PU25 and 4
meters to the east of Ala Kahakai.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā field and in close proximity to Ala Kahakai.
Description of Feature: C-shape enclosure is constructed of ʻaʻā cobbles, stones and boulders and
measures 4.1m x 4.1m x 1.3m x 1.2m. It is stacked five to six courses high and is of square plan view. The
opening is orientated northwest and measures 0.5m wide. Enclosure is constructed around three large
outcrops on the back wall. Interior walls have some collapse. Floor is clear and leveled, made of ʻaʻā stones
and waterworn pebbles. Modern debris, including glass bottles were found in and around the enclosure.
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Figure 182. PU 26, overview of large outcrops. View to southeast.
Site #: PU27
Feature Letter: A, B
Feature Type: Double Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236967; Northing 2117769, Accuracy: 4m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located 4 meters to the northeast of PU26
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā field and in close proximity to Ala Kahakai.
Description of Feature: PU27A, measures 3.1m x 3.1 x 0.9m 1.5m and PU27B, measures 3.2m x 2.2m x
0.94m x 0.6m. The two enclosures, which make up a double enclosure, are constructed side by side with a
middle wall joining them. Both enclosures have small openings facing a west direction and measuring
approximately 0.6m wide. The enclosures are constructed out of ʻaʻā cobbles, stones and a few natural
outcrops. Portions of the walls are piled and others are stacked five courses high. The interior of both
enclosure walls show evidence of collapse. The floor is level with ʻiliʻili cobbles found on interior floors of
both features.
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Figure 183. Plan view map of PU 27 & 28.
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Figure 184. PU 27A, southeast wall of enclosure. View to east.

Figure 185. PU 27B, large outcrops. View to southeast
Site #: PU28
Feature Letter: A
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236966; Northing 2117765, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
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Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Excellent
Association with Other Features: Connected to features PU28B and PU28C
Description of Location:
Description of Feature: Feature measures 3.7m x 2m x 0.7m x 0.7m and is rectangular plan view. Its
stacked three to five courses high and constructed of cobbles, stones and boulders. The opening is located
on the northwest end of enclosure and measures 0.77m wide. At the entrance there is a flat ʻaʻā boulder
functioning as a step that measures 0.12m high. The interior and exterior walls have facings. The corners of
the interior walls are defined and in good condition.

Figure 186. PU 28A, overview of enclosure from opening. View to southeast.

Figure 187. Profile map of PU 28A, enclosure.

216

Site #: PU28
Feature Letter: B
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236966; Northing 2117765, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Connected to features PU28A and PU28C
Description of Location: Located 7 meters south of Alaloa
Description of Feature: The enclosure measures 4.5m x 3.57m x 0.76m x 1m and is of irregular plan
view. The feature is comprised of gravel, cobbles and stones and is stacked four courses high in some areas,
and piled and rubble-filled in other areas. The wall opening is located on the northwest end of feature.
There is a large outcrop used within the construction of the south corner of the enclosure. The southwest
wall is a dividing wall for PU28A. At the entrance, there is large concentration of ʻiliʻili pebbles.

Figure 188. PU 28B, overview of double enclosure. View to east.

217

Figure 189. PU 28C, flooring of enclosure. Plan view.
Site #: PU28
Feature Letter: C
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 236966; Northing 2117765, Accuracy: 3m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Connected to PU28A
Description of Location:
Description of Feature: Enclosure measures 3.7m x 2.0m x 0.7m and is of rectangular plan view. It is of
stacked and piled construction comprised of cobbles, stones and boulders. It is a well defined, low-laying
enclosure. The north end of feature is flush with the landscape. The wall on exterior measures 0.76m high
on the southeast end.
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Figure 190. PU 28C, overview of enclosure. View to northeast.
Site #: PU29
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Terraced platform
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237158; Northing 2117862, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: Yes
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Ceremonial (Religious) and/or Habitation
Condition: Poor
Association with Other Features: None
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā, Christmas berries and ʻuhaloa
Description of Feature: Three sided platform that measures 11.3m x 4.5m x 0.8m and is of irregular plan
view. Constructed mainly of stacked construction with four courses with some portions piled. The back is
flush to the cliff of the ocean on the south side of feature. West side of platform is stacked four courses.
The northwest corner has large boulders. The top of the platform is mainly constructed with ‘aʻā gravel.
The cliff edge is the southern boundary of feature. Present are ‘iliʻili stones located at the back towards cliff
at southwest corner with some midden.
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Figure 191. PU 29, overview platform with ocean and cliff in background. View to south.
Site #: PU30
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237173; Northing 2117862, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located one meter to west of Ala Kahakai
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation.
Description of Feature: Enclosure measures 4.6m x 4.3m x 1.6m x 1.1m with stacking three to five
courses high and other portions that are piled. The feature is constructed of cobbles, stones and boulders
and is of square plan view. Opening of enclosure is to the northwest. There is evidence of collapse while
floor is leveled and paved with ‘aʻā cobbles.
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Figure 192. PU 30, C-shape with surrounding landscape. View to southeast.
Site #: PU31
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237197; Northing 2117844, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Alaloa is located 9.6 meters north.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The C-shape measures 2.7m x 3.6m x 0.8m x 0.7m and is stacked one to two
courses high. The feature is comprised of gravel, cobbles, stones and boulders and is of circular plan view.
The interior floor is made up of ʻaʻā gravel. The opening is located on the southwest end and measures
2.6m wide. The northeast wall is constructed on a natural landscape with an interior face of the most
organized stacking of entire feature.
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Figure 193. PU 31, C-shape. View to northwest.
Site #: PU32
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-shape Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237193; Northing 2117842, Accuracy: 2m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU33
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and no vegetation.
Description of Feature: The C-shape enclosure is of stacked construction with one to three courses and
measures 5.0m x 3.2m x 0.4m x 0.5m. The feature has a rectangular plan view and is comprised of gravel,
cobbles and stones. There are areas that are piled but there is evidence of slight collapse that indicate
possible stacking of walls. There are four walls. The opening is located on the southwest corner and
measures 1.6m wide. The interior has ʻaʻā gravel flooring. The south end of enclosure is lower than the rest
of the interior floor, with a measurement of 0.6m deep which covers an area measuring 0.9m wide.
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Figure 194. PU 32, C-Shape. View to north.
Site #: PU33
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237187; Northing 2117841, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: PU32 and PU31
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and no vegetation.
Description of Feature: The feature measures 3.4m x 2.8m x 0.72m 1.15m and is of rectangular plan
view. It is constructed with gravel, cobbles and stones and stacked three to four courses high. There are
four walls with mostly stacking however, some portions are piled. ʻAʻā gravel rocks are used throughout
the interior floor of the feature. The opening of feature is at the southwest end and measures 1.6m wide.
There is a flat paved area made up of ʻaʻā gravel between this feature and PU32.
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Figure 195. PU 33, C-shape with natural boulders. View to northeast.
Site #: PU34
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: C-Shape enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237217; Northing 2117852, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Historic
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located in very close proximity to the Alaloa.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and Christmas berry.
Description of Feature: C-shape built approximately two to three courses high. Constructed of cobbles
and stones, and measures 3.4m x 3.0m x 0.8m x 0.8m with a rectangular plan view. It is a relatively small
enclosure with an opening located on the west side and measuring 1.13m wide. There are two large
boulders on both ends of the opening. The exterior wall on the south end has evidence of collapse. The
north end has a very large lava formation and the interior of the northwest wall as well as the south wall has
some facing. There is no leveled or paved flooring.
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Figure 196. PU 34, overview of C-shape. View to northeast.
Site #: PU35
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Modified Overhang
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237218; Northing 2117849, Accuracy: 1m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Fair
Association with Other Features: PU36 and PU34
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: The modified overhang measures 2.4m x 1.9m x 1.10m x 0.6m with stacked
construction, two to three courses high. The feature consists of stones and boulders and is of circular plan
view. There is a natural outcrop on the south end that has been modified. On the east end there is another
lava formation that creates a natural overhang. On the north end of the overhang there is some stacking of
ʻaʻā boulders. Boulders are also used on the east end of the opening that measures 0.65m wide. There is no
evidence of paving within interior. PU36 is located on the exterior wall of feature and is located 3.9m
southeast of PU34.
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Figure 197. PU 35, modified overhang with large outcrop. View to southeast.
Site #: PU36
Feature Letter: N/A
Feature Type: Enclosure
GPS Coordinates: Easting 237220; Northing 2117848, Accuracy: 0m
Artifacts: None Observed
Midden: None Observed
Historic Material: None Observed
Skeletal Remains: None Observed
Substrate: ʻAʻā
Possible Age: Traditional
Possible Function: Habitation
Condition: Good
Association with Other Features: Located 6 meters to the east of the Ala Kahakai, PU35 is 2.5 meters to
the northwest and runs parallel to the feature.
Description of Location: Surrounding area consists of ʻaʻā and minimal vegetation
Description of Feature: Construction is of stacked ʻaʻā, three courses high and piled in other areas with a
rectangular plan view. Enclosure measures 3.6m x 2.1m x 0.85m and is comprised of cobbles, stones and
boulders. The feature is constructed around modified outcrops with a stacked construction on the southwest
wall. Interior floor is level and consists of ʻaʻā pebbles and a few waterworns scattered throughout. Some
collapse is evident within interior and modern rubbish, such as plastic and a t-shirt were found.
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Figure 198. PU 36, south wall of modified overhang. View to southwest.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Site Specific Recommendations
Specific site recommendations primary focus on educational and interpretive signage that
can inform visitors to Punaluʻu of the significance of the place and how to mālama the
existing cultural resources. Many of the cultural sites that were documented this summer
are in close proximity to Punaluʻu Beach Park and the historical coastal trails, so efforts
should be taken to protect these sites from human disturbance.
Further research should also be conducted to better determine site function. Examining
previous research that has been conducted in the coastal lands of Kaʻū and comparing and
contrasting similar features would help assist with site interpretation. Additionally,
collaborating with archaeologists that have conducted work in Kaʻū to look specifically at
the sites in Punaluʻu could provide further insight to these features.
The most evident threat to the “Flat/Paved Area” site complex is human contact due to
the close proximity of this area to the trails that pass through and around the heiau.
Therefore, in order to preserve and protect these sites, interpretive signage could be
placed near the trails to provide information and education to anyone unfamiliar to the
area. It could also motivate visitors to help assist in caring for the preservation of these
sites.
Existing and potential impacts to the “Ala Kahakai Mauka” site complex are primarily
attributed to human traffic and influence from the easily accessed trail systems along the
coastline and the four-wheel drive roads at the eastern end of the site. Other threats
include its close proximity to the rough ocean and coastline of which the features are
vulnerable to natural disturbance and disasters. As suggested for sites within “Flat/Paved
Area”, similar actions should be taken to ensure the preservation of this site that includes
interpretive signage and further research to support current documentation and findings.
Another recommendation would be to consider investigating surrounding ahupuaʻa to
better understand the region in its entirety. Long term future goals and recommendations
are to work collaboratively with the community on determining the management of this
region.
The primary threats to the “Ala Kahakai Makai” site complex are humans and natural
disasters due to its close proximity to the ocean and walking trails. Similar
recommendations suggested for the “Ala Kahakai Mauka” site complex should be
considered for this site as well. Further research should include investigating related
features in other ahupuaʻa to compare and contrast location and purpose in correlation to
nearby or surrounding sites.
Future Archaeological Work
The limited archaeological reconnaissance survey and mapping conducted at Punaluʻu
was part of a larger five-week internship-training program. The survey and
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documentation focused on the coastal area located along the Ala Kahakai as this area is
most frequently accessed by fishermen, hikers, and visitors. Over 90 features were
identified and recorded, and an additional 50 features were observed but not recorded due
to time constraints. Additional recordation of these sites is recommended for future work
within this area to help acquire a better and more complete understanding of Punaluʻu’s
cultural landscape. Archaeological work such as detailed recording, mapping, and
possibly subsurface testing would provide data on the age, function, and association of
sites.
Because only the sites that were located along the Ala Kahakai and coastline were
recorded, we strongly recommend that a more complete archaeological survey be
conducted of the entire parcel of land to the east of Punaluʻu Nui Heiau and up to
Mamalahoa Highway (Highway 11). Conducting an archaeological survey of this area
should include a 100 percent ground cover survey, site identification, and documentation.
This survey will provide valuable information on newly discovered cultural sites and will
provide more of a complete picture of this relatively intact coastal landscape.
Determining the current condition of sites is also important for assessing the current and
potential impacts (natural and human) on these sites. In turn, KS staff can use this
information to properly identify, categorize, and inventory the various cultural sites and
determine how best to care for, protect, and preserve these wahi kūpuna.
Cultural Resource Management Plan and Procedures
Another recommendation includes developing a cultural resource management plan
(CRMP) specific to Punaluʻu and the Kaʻū moku to better manage the area. The CRMP
should include a resource inventory, management recommendations and protocols, and
procedures to minimize damage to cultural resources. Another component of the CRMP
should include procedures for when newly discovered cultural sites and artifacts are
found in the area. The recommendations and procedures of the CRMP should be
established with input and assistance from the KS cultural resources division and Kaʻū
kamaʻāina that are knowledgeable of this area.
Educational Opportunities
Educational and internship opportunities, especially training in cultural, natural, and
marine resource management, are also recommended for Punaluʻu and the broader Kaʻū
moku. Punaluʻu is an ideal ahupuaʻa for providing outdoor learning activities and
opportunities for students to learn about the unique resources of this ʻaʻā coastal
landscape. Year-round programs with schools in Kaʻū as well as UH Hilo and Hawaiʻi
Community College can establish long-term partnerships providing local students with
access to Punaluʻu, opportunities to learn more about the history and resources of the
area, and tools to help KS and kamaʻāina better appreciate, preserve, and mālama this
special place. Additionally, cultural resource curriculum (specific to ethnohistorical data,
archaeology, and culture resource management) could be developed for place-based
educational programs at Punaluʻu. Curriculum could be taught in the classrooms prior to
students visiting the area, and then once at the site, hands on learning activities could be
conducted utilizing the wealth of cultural resources located at Punaluʻu.
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APPENDIX A – PUNALUʻU, KAʻŪ SITE DESCRIPTION TABLE
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Site #
PU

Feature
Letter

Flat
Area
1

Type

Wall

2

A

C-Shape

2

B

C-Shape

2

C

U-Shape

3

7

A

7

B

Circular
Alignment
Collapsed
Wall
Modified
Outcrop
Modified
Outcrop
Circular
Alignment
C-Shape,
possible
platform
Depression

7

C

Depression

7

D

C-Shape

7

E

Depression

7

F

Depression

7

G

Depression

7

H

C-Shape

7

I

C-Shape

4
5

A

5

B

6

Table 12. Punaluʻu Site Table

Surface

Modern
Debris

Historical
Material

Remains

Human

Artifacts

1, 2A, 2B, 2C, 3, 4,
Punaluʻu Heiau
2A, Punaluʻu Nui Heiau,
Flat Area
1, Punaluʻu Nui Heiau, Flat
Area
2C, Flat Area

None

None

Yes

None

None

None

Yes

None

None

None

None

Yes

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

2B, Flat Area

None

None

None

None

None

2A, 2B, 2C

None

None

None

None

None

3.48 x 2.2

5A, Flat Area

None

None

None

None

None

2.3 x 0.96 x
0.52
2.9 x 0.68 x
1.26
2.43 x 1.76 x
0.53 x 0.43
2.26 x 1.55 x
0.74

4

None

None

None

None

None

5A

None

None

None

None

None

5A, 5B

None

Yes

None

None

None

6, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E,7F, 7G,
7H, 7I

None

None

None

None

None

5.1 x 4.3 x
0.9
5.5 x 2.8 x
0.63
0.70 x 0.51 x
0.36
4.3 x 3.1 x
0.57
5.1 x 4.1 x
0.47
4.2 x 3.9 x
0.79
5.4 x 4.6 x
0.60
6.3 x 4.4 x
0.76

7A, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7F, 7G,
7H, 7I
7A, 7B, 7D, 7E, 7F, 7G, 7H

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

7A, 7B, 7C, 7E, 7F, 7G

None

None

None

None

None

7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7F, 7G, 7H

None

None

None

None

None

7A, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7G,
7H
7H, 7I

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

7G, 7I

None

None

None

None

None

7H

None

None

None

None

None

Accuracy

Condition

Possible Age

*Track

2m

Good

Traditional

Unknown

E 236895
N 2117760
E 236885
N 2117785
E 236884
N 2117789
E 236881
N 2117764
E 236888
N 2117764
E 236885
N 2117762
E 236891
N 2117742
E 236891
N 2117743
E 236902
N 2117767
E 236934
N 2117765

2m

Good

Modern

Unknown

2m

Fair

Modern

Unknown

2m

Good

Modern

Unknown

1m

Good

Modern

Unknown

2m

Fair

Modern

Unknown

1.8 x 0.67 x
0.65
2.8 x 1.55 x
0.63
1.94 x 1.5 x
0.68
3.87 x 3.2 x
1.04
0.5 x 0.45

N/A

Poor

Modern

Unknown

1m

Traditional

Religious

Traditional

Religious

N/A

Fair to
Good
Poor to
Fair
Fair

Traditional

Religious

N/A

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

E 2230594
N 0204521
E 236940
N 2117772
E 236934
N 2117778
E 236939
N 2117785
E 236936
N 2117788
E 236944
N 2117790
E 236950
N 2117794
E 236957
N 2117786

N/A

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

Poor to
Fair
Poor

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

Poor to
Good
Poor to
Fair
Poor to
Fair

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Habitation

N/A

N/A
N/A

Possible
Function

Remains

GPS
Coordinates

Dimension in
meters
(length,
width, height)

135 x 87
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Association with other sites

8

A

8

B

8

C

8

D

8

E

Retaining
Wall
Platform

8

F

Basalt Core

8

G

Cairn

8

H

8

I

8

J

Terraced
Platform
Terraced
Platform
C-Shape

8

K

Enclosure

8

L

C-Shape

9

Enclosure
with cairn
Double
Enclosure
C-Shape

Enclosure

10

A

Enclosure

10

B

U-Shape

10

C

L-Shape

10

D

C-Shape

10

E

C-Shape

10

F

10

G

11

A

Double
C-Shape
Partial
Enclosure
C-Shape

11

B

Cairn

E 236984
N 2117862
E 236981
N 2117862
E 236981
N 2117864
E 236983
N 2117869
E 236983
N 2117867
E 236994
N 2117862
E 236998
N 2117901
E 236993
N 2117856
E 237519
N 2118061
E 236987
N 2117861
E 236971
N 2117861
E 236969
N 2117864
E 237092
N 2117868
E 237123
N 2117887
E 237124
N 2117881
E 237128
N 2117862
E 237138
N 2117863
E 237137
N 2117868
E 237153
N 2117870
E 237180
N 2117875
E 237222
N 2117868
E 237217
N 2117874

2m

Good

Traditional

Religious

2m

Good

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Fair

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Fair

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Good

Traditional

Religious

2m

Good

Traditional

2m

Good

Traditional

Tool
Production
Religious

1m

Fair

Traditional

Religious

0m

Fair

Traditional

Religious

0m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

1m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

0m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

3m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Poor

Traditional

Habitation

2m

Poor to
Fair
Poor

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Habitation

Poor to
Fair
Poor to
Fair
Good to
Excellent
Fair

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Habitation

Traditional

Religious

2m
2m
2m
3m
2m

5.85 x 2.62 x
1.17
7.94 x 4.28 x
1.06
4.33 x 3.57 x
1.44
3.95 x 1.05 x
0.84
6.48 x 2.79 x
1.16
0.47 x 0.27 x
0.28
2.62 x 2.56 x
1.21
1.6 x 1.4 x
1.1
4.4 x 1.5
4.7 x 3.3 x
0.6
7 x 2.1 x 0.6
3.1 x 2.0 x
0.7
6.3 x 5.4 x
0.7
8.30 x 5.50 x
0.84
4.56 x 4.46 x
0.86
16.90 x 12.6
x 1.2
12.3 x 8.12 x
1.03
5.60 x 3.70 x
1.33
6.1 x 0.8
1.74 x 1.1 x
1.1
3.30 x 3.2 x
1.1
1.56 x 1.47 x
0.9
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8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L 9
8A, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8D, 8E, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8C, 8E, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8E

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

Yes

None

None

None

None

Yes

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8F, 8G,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F,
8H, 8I, 8J, 8K, 8L, 9
8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E, 8F,
8H, 8I, 8G, 8K, 8L, 9
8L, 9

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None
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LAND USE HISTORY OF KA‘ALU‘ALU
Hattie Le‘a Wheeler Gerrish, UH Hilo
Abstract
To the casual observer today, little remains at Ka‘alu‘alu Bay to indicate the
former importance of this rare natural harbor that was in continuous use from prehistoric
times up until recent years. The story of Ka‘alu‘alu; - a fishing village, landing, and cattle
exporter, - lies scattered throughout the historical and archaeological records, oral
histories, and the recollections of families with connections to the region. This paper
attempts to gather these fragments into a synthesized history of the site with a focus on
land use. The results of this effort suggest that the site’s history could be viewed as four
approximate stages, with overlap between them, and some continuity, particularly
between the first and second stages. During the first stage (Polynesian settlement – 1779),
Ka‘alu‘alu was a fishing village and canoe landing. Transition to the second stage (17791870s), in which the bay served as a stopping place for sailing ships and steamships,
began with Captain Cook in 1779, and was complete by the mid 19th century when the
bay became a part of regular steamship routes. The third stage (1870s-1940s) is marked
by the beginnings of cattle ranching near Ka‘alu‘alu, and ends when the bay was no
longer used to export cattle. During the fourth stage (1940s - present), the site was
gradually abandoned with the exception of fishing and recreation. This synthesis has
benefited from ethnographic research and the methods of historical archaeology, but it is
certain that additional information on Ka‘alu‘alu’s history remains hidden in the physical
remnants of the past that have largely gone unstudied at this site.
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Background
When Polynesians first arrived in the islands, the resources of their new land were
largely unfamiliar, but they were already adept at exploiting the marine environment, and
marine resources and probably resident flightless bird populations sustained the first
generations while they explored what the islands had to offer and established their crops
of introduced cultigens (Kirch 2000:55-56). One of the most productive marine
environments in the main islands is situated along the southeast coast of Kaʻū District on
the island of Hawai’i. At Kaʻaluʻalu Bay, a fishing village inhabited since a pre-contact
date made use of the abundant marine life and the natural harbor provided by the bay.
Natural harbors are rare on this island, and throughout most of its history, activity at
Ka‘alu‘alu has been shaped by access to the ocean. Once a fishing village and canoe
landing, the bay later served as a stopping place for steamships. Cattle ranching was
introduced to the Ka‘alu‘alu area in the second half of the 19th century. The purpose of
this paper is to review available information on Ka‘alu‘alu from the pre-contact era to the
20th century, in order to examine when, how, and why the patterns of land use have
changed, and in what ways they have remained the same.
The Ka‘alu‘alu village site sits on a Mauna Loa flow emplaced several thousand
years before the arrival of humans, and the southern side of Paiāha‘a Bay, the small
adjoining inlet, is on an older flow, dated at 11,780 years. A biological survey found 95
species of fish living in the bay (Devaney & Whistler 1972:25). An earlier survey by
Laubenfels in 1951 “found the greatest variety of sponges here of any place studied on
the island of Hawaii - 10 species in all” (Lubenfels, in Devaney & Whistler 1972:1). Two
of the species had never been found anywhere else.
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Ka‘alu‘alu and Paiāha‘a are located in the ahupua‘a of Wai‘ōhinu, Kiolaka‘a, and
Kawela. The earliest references to Ka‘alu‘alu are found in several ‘olelo no‘eau
(proverbs) and in oral histories about several chiefs. The written record is believed to
begin with Captain Cook, and continues in the 1800s with missionaries, travelers, and
historians, among others. Documents related to the 1848 Māhele provide insight into the
lives of ordinary residents, and newspaper coverage began by 1856. In 1972 Violet
Hansen and Marion Kelly conducted an archaeological survey of the area (Hansen and
Kelly 1972).
Methods
In order to gain a more complete picture of land use history at Ka‘alu‘alu,
information was drawn from a variety of available sources, including unpublished works,
an archaeological survey, government documents, online databases, recorded oral
traditions, historical maps, and ethnographic interviews. Additional information on
traditional and historical activities at the site was shared by interviewees Stanley Brooks,
John Replogle, and Nohea Ka‘awa. Hawaiian place names are spelled according to the
Ulukau dictionary, except where quoted or used in titles.
Ethnographic
All three interviewees were born, raised, and continue to reside in Ka‘ū. Ka‘awa
has ancestral ties to the district stretching back many generations. Currently employed by
the Division of Forestry and Wildlife, she is knowledgeable about traditional stories
associated with places and persons and the genealogy of Kaʻū families. Replogle works
for The Nature Conservancy, and is also knowledgeable about some aspects of Hawaiian
culture as well as post-contact history, and land management issues. In his youth,
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Brooks’s kūpuna shared stories with him of the cultural and land-use changes they had
witnessed.
Ka‘awa and Replogle were recorded on July 23, 2014 during an excursion to
Ka‘alu‘alu, and Brooks was recorded the evening of August 4, 2014 during a kūkākūkā,
an informal talk story session, with our group. The recordings were then transcribed and
summarized. The summaries were submitted to the interviewees to allow them to make
corrections or omit anything they did not feel comfortable sharing.
Archaeological Information
The Cultural and Historical Survey of Kaalualu, District of Kau, Island of
Hawaii, conducted in February and March of 1972 by Violet Hansen and Marion Kelly,
contains all the existing archaeological data for the site, as far as could be ascertained. It
also contains considerable information on the historical, or post-contact era. The methods
used by Hansen and Kelly, as stated in the report, were zig-zag transects, site recording,
literature review, and ethnographic interviews with several residents.
Primary and Secondary Sources
Primary sources referenced consist of a livestock survey, a popular magazine,
sugar plantation reports, Māhele documents, and newspapers. Several sources were
obtained from Google Books, the Māhele documents were found in the Papakilo
Database, and digitized newspapers came from Chronicling America. A Chronicling
America search on “Kaalualu” produced many results, and every currently available
newspaper from Hawaii that mentioned the place name from the years 1856 to 1885 were
viewed, and issues from 1886 to 1890 were sampled. Plantation reports and some
unpublished manuscripts are from the archives of the Olson Trust. Scholarly syntheses,
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cultural, archaeological, biological surveys and other secondary sources were located
with the aid of the Edwin H. Mo‘okini Library, the Ulukau Hawaiian Electronic Library,
and Google Books.
Findings
Pre-contact
Throughout the history of Ka‘alu‘alu, humans have valued the bay for giving
them access to the ocean and its resources. The Ka‘alu‘alu area is rich in fish and other
marine species, and on an island where natural harbors are scarce, the bay offers enough
shelter to make it one of the best landings in Ka‘ū. A fishing village was founded at an
unknown date and was inhabited until the later 19th century. Among the features at the
former village site identified by Hansen and Kelly, enclosures and several types of
shelters predominate (Hansen & Kelly 1972:4-5). A stone wall was constructed across
the narrow neck of the bay, converting the inner part into a fishpond, but the small pond
within the main pond is thought to have been added in the 20th century (Hansen & Kelly
1972:27). Besides a possible fishing shrine, five clusters of exceptionally large bait cups
at the shoreline are the only surviving features explicitly identified as being tied to fishing
at present (Hansen & Kelly 1972:9-11). Brooks suggests that Ka‘alu‘alu had a greater
population than the sites within the Hansen and Kelly survey area would indicate, and
reports observing numerous habitation sites beyond the survey area, extending inland
above the bay (Brooks Interview 2014). The village’s vulnerability to the ocean was
probably the main drawback to the site, and tsunamis and severe storm waves
periodically swept the flat terrain around the larger bay (Hansen & Kelly 1972:9-11).
Hansen and Kelly noticed “a heavy scattering of shell, coral, and ‘ili‘ili, all indicative of
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possible house sites” on the higher ground by Paiāha‘a (1972:14). Their observations led
them to hypothesize that there is a greater concentration of housing sites at Paiāha‘a than
at Ka‘alu‘alu. Perhaps the threat from high seas is the reason.
In a land where water is precious, accessible water sources were an important
asset. The villagers were not dependent on the springs of Wai‘ōhinu approximately
eleven kilometers away. Water could be obtained at the Kapenako waterhole, where
numerous footpaths converge, and drinkable water could be collected where it seeps into
the bay, particularly at low tide (Hansen & Kelly 1972:17, 28). Water could also be found
in caves and cracks (Brooks Interview 2014). According to Native Planters, coconuts,
bananas, taro, sweet potatoes, and gourds were once grown at Ka‘alu‘alu (Handy &
Handy 1991:562).
Oral history concerning Ka‘alu‘alu reflects its marine orientation. Four ‘ōlelo
no‘eau, collected by Pukui mention Ka‘alu‘alu. Two are puns on ‘alu‘alu, which means
baggy or loose fitting, but the others reference canoeing, fishing, and currents (Pukui
1983:7, 253). For example, Na mamo piha‘ā i kai o Ka‘alu‘alu, or “The driftwood
descendants at the sea at Ka‘alu‘alu ” alludes to a current that piles driftwood on the
shores of Ka‘alu‘alu (Pukui 1983:247), or as was the case in 1861, a 70 foot long spar
from the U.S. warship Levant, lost the year before (Whitney 1882). As Brooks points
out, where there are many fish, many sharks will be found also, and both were once
abundant at Ka‘alu‘alu before being depleted by overfishing in modern times (Brooks
Interview 2014). Hawaiian culture has a close alignment to the ocean, and relations
between sharks and humans are important. Stories of supernatural sharks from Kaʻū are
plentiful. Tradition states that a shark-man lived at “Kawai-uhu in Ka‘alu‘alu” (Beckwith
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1970:140). Ka‘awa says she has heard many people call Paiāha‘a Bay “Shark Bay”, and
her elders called it “Mano‘awa,” which essentially means the same thing. According to
Ka‘awa, the traditional cultural practice of feeding the sharks of this bay with ‘awa from
a milo wood bowl continues to this day. This practice is meant to ensure a good
relationship with the sharks (Ka‘awa Interview 2014).
Oral history characterizes several of the chiefs of Ka‘ū as being oppressive, and
some chiefs abused their people until they turned against them, earning Ka‘ū the
reputation of a rebellious land. Two of the “Three Despotic Chiefs of Ka‘ū” were killed
at Ka‘alu‘alu. The strong offshore current that flows towards Ka Lae is named for
Hala‘ea, a selfish chief who consistently took more than his fair share of fish. The
fishermen retaliated by deliberately overloading his canoe with fish, and he drowned in
the current that bears his name. Koihala was killed by his mistreated servants when he
landed his canoe at Ka‘alu‘alu, after hastening ashore to see what they were doing. From
this incident comes the proverb, Kau ‘ino ‘au wa‘a o Ka‘alu‘alu, or “The canoes arrive
hurriedly at Ka‘alu‘alu ” (Pukui & Green 1995: 75). However, in ‘Ōlelo No‘eau:
Hawaiian Proverbs and Poetical Sayings, in the explanation for the proverb, Pukui says
it refers to Hala‘ea’s fishermen abandoning him to his fate, and was afterwards used to
refer to those who ran from trouble (Pukui 1983:174). Although this proverb agrees that
his drowning occurred at Ka‘alu‘alu, the explanation for a proverb used to describe
forgetful people, Kō ke au ia Hala‘ea, or “The current carried Hala’ea away” says only
that he died at “the fishing grounds outside of Ka Lae” (1983:196). These traditional
sayings reaffirm Ka‘alu‘alu’s use as a fishing grounds and canoe landing.
Early Post-contact
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The written history of Ka‘alu‘alu may begin with Captain Cook’s expedition in
1779, when it stopped at a bay matching its description in search of water. In that he was
unsuccessful, but his men purchased “a few Bonetas” from the Hawaiians who canoed
out to meet them (Handy & Pukui 1998:32). Ka‘ū’s first missionary, John D. Paris,
provides several clues about crops and diet in his Fragments of a Real Missionary Life.
Paris (a Presbyterian) arrived by ship at Ka‘alu‘alu Bay on Sept. 10, 1841, and that
evening, his belongings were unloaded on the side of the bay covered by a pāhoehoe
flow. The following day, a large tattooed Hawaiian man helped Paris ashore, carrying
him through the surf. People estimated in the hundreds turned out to greet the missionary,
and headman Job Lilikalani invited Paris to his home three miles inland. Several
welcome feasts were held over the next few days. The overwhelmed New Englander
recalls fish, fowl, pig, poi, sweet potatoes, bananas, coconut water, melons, sugar cane,
and goat milk that had been sieved through a kapa cloth (Paris 1926:13-16). The last item
indicates that the people had begun keeping goats, and were adding new foods to their
diet.
Ka‘ū was the last district to receive Christian missionaries, but other major
changes were soon to come. The Māhele of 1848 initiated private landownership in the
kingdom, and the Kuleana Act of 1850 gave common people the opportunity to attempt
to claim the land they lived and worked on. The government also became a major
landowner. Kiolaka‘a became government land, Wai‘ōhinu became Crown Land, and
Kawela went to the mother of future sovereigns Kalakaua and Lili‘uokalani (Hansen &
Kelly 1972:17). However, the Privy Council decided that the Ka‘alu‘alu fishpond would
not be included in any land awards (Hansen & Kelly 1972:28).
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Testimony submitted to the Land Commission and Boundary Commission
includes many details about land use. The testimony of Ikipaananea describes landmarks
on the ahupua‘a boundary between Wai‘ōhinu and Kiolaka‘a. He mentions “the fish
pond at Ka‘alu‘alu landing”, a cultivating ground, a water-collecting cave called
Pōhakuloa, and two goat pens. He asserts that Wai‘ōhinu has “ancient fishing rights
extending out to sea” (Maly & Maly 2003:328). Testimony on behalf of Nalaau and
Molina of Kawela speak of kalo cultivation (Heleu 10062 1849, Heleu 10297 1849).
Steamer Port
Small steamers were making regular stops at Ka‘ū landings like Punalu‘u,
Honu‘apo, and Ka‘alu‘alu by the 1860s (Handy & Pukui 1998:24), but Ka‘alu‘alu had
already received attention for its shipping potential. In 1856, a Mr. Kupakee “introduced
a Bill to open the port of Kaalualu” (Hawaiian Legislative Session of 1856, House of
Nobles 1856). Two years later, the Commerce Committee voted against making the bay a
port of entry (Hawaiian Legislative Session of 1858, House of Nobles 1858) In 1868, a
petition from Ka‘ū again requested port of entry status (Proceedings of the Legislative
Assembly 1868a), and was denied once more by the Commerce Committee (Proceedings
of the Legislative Assembly-1868b) In 1860, though, Mr. Kaulia of the House of Nobles
asked that funds be appropriated to construct a bridge and buoy at the bay (Hawaiian
Legislative Session of 1860, House of Nobles).
Steamships appear to have been busy through the 1860s, but a natural disaster in
1868 that was preceded by a year of famine and drought permanently changed the
character of the coastal settlements (Handy & Pukui 1998:239-240). On April 2, a series
of earthquakes culminated in a powerful shock, spawning a tsunami that devastated the
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southern coast of Hawai‘i Island (Baldwin 1965:3). The Hawaiian Gazette published a
traveler’s account reading “the sea swept Kaalualu on Thursday last, as it had swept
Honuapo and the other places along the coast, washed away several houses and killed a
number of people - how many is not yet known” (The Volcano! 1868). Another article
laments, “on all that coast of Kau there remained no vestige of habitation: houses, canoes,
nets, - everything had been swept away” (Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly1868a). The fishpond at Ka‘alu‘alu also sustained heavy damage (Hansen & Kelly
1972:27). The waves destroyed “the villages from Punalu‘u to Ka‘alu‘alu”, Paris writes.
Some villages were left uninhabitable, and Pastor J. Kauhane adds, “none ever recovered
their former prosperity” (Handy & Pukui 1998:239-240). When word reached King
Kalakaua of the extent of the suffering in the district, he lead a relief mission to Ka‘ū that
distributed aid to 800 people. The Hawaiian Gazette reports: “on the 20th the vessel
stopped at Kaalualu where 205 people were found destitute of clothing and food. There
the steamer landed rice, biscuit, and salmon, and what remained of the clothing”
(Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly-1868a).
Steamer traffic continued to pass through Ka‘alu‘alu in the 1870s and 1880s, but
the sources give the impression that other activities diminished after the tsunami. In
1871, the government permitted N.C. Haley, a private businessman, to build a wharf at
the bay (Hansen & Kelly 1972:21). The government then purchased the wharf the
following year for $250 (Raplee 1872). In 1877, the Report of the Royal Commissioners
on Development of Resources optimistically concluded “the landing at Kaalualu is good,
and should be supplied with a good mooring and buoy” (Report of the Royal
Commissioners on Development of Resources 1877). Perhaps in response, the legislature
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appropriated $1000 for the wharf in 1882 (Legislative 1882). The bay was now primarily
of commercial importance and had become part of the story of the economic
development of the district.
Cattle Shipping
The sugar and cattle industries in Ka‘ū had roots in the 1820s, but rose to
prominence in Ka‘ū in the 1870s and came to dominate the economy of the district
(Guerrico, Gregg, & Kennedy 2009:19). Alexander Hutchinson, the founder of
Hutchinson Sugar Co., purchased land in 1870, and had the components for his Na‘alehu
mill hauled up from Ka‘alu‘alu by oxcart soon after (History of Hutchinson Sugar
Company:1-2 1 ). Until 1878, Hutchinson had all the supplies for his mills sent to
Ka‘alu‘alu, but switched to the rougher but more conveniently located Honu‘apo landing
as soon as he got a wharf installed (Baldwin 1965:4-5). Princess Ruth Ke‘elikōlani
founded Ka‘alu‘alu Ranch sometime before 1873 (Henke 1929:29) with land she
inherited from family members. Upon her death, most of her lands passed to her cousin,
Bernice Pauahi Bishop (Van Dyke 2008:53). Hutchinson Sugar operated the ranch as a
side business, and stacked stone corrals and cattle chutes were built on top of the former
village site (Replogle Interview 2014).
As Ka‘alu‘alu’s popularity with steamers diminished in the 1880s (A Kamaaina
Growls 1884), the port found a new purpose as a cattle exporter. Reasons for the port’s
abandonment by freight and passenger ships may include the growing importance of the
Honu‘apo landing (Third Circuit Court 1890) and the construction of railroads in Ka‘ū in
the 1890s (Baldwin 1965:14). Whatever the case, long after passenger ships ceased
1

This undated document was found with other original documents written by Thomas Baldwin in the
Olson Trust archives, and is tentatively attributed to him.
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calling at Ka‘alu‘alu, ranchers continued to use it to export cattle. Charles Baldwin states
that by 1908, the landing was “long since abandoned” (Baldwin 1908:50). Henry Kinney
describes the site as a “fairly desolate” place in 1913, and he also speaks of the landing in
the past tense (Kinney 1914:71). However, ranchers shipped cattle from Ka‘alu‘alu at
least as early as 1886 (Shipping Notes 1886), and continued to do so in 1937, when
Lodge emphasized that Ka‘alu‘alu was “so far off the steamer lanes that the cattle boat
Humuula calls only four times a year (1937:28). Gilbert Patten, interviewed by Hansen
and Kelly, gives a description of the loading system used in 1914 that is repeated by
James S. Beatty, Hutchinson Sugar’s Assistant Manager for 1922-1938, the 1929 A
Survey of Livestock in Hawaii, and Popular Science Monthly in 1937 (Hansen & Kelly
1972:24, Henke 1929:28, Lodge 1937:28). This system, in which cattle were forced into
the water from a chute built over the bay, then towed by a power launch to a cattle boat
and hoisted aboard, was considered an advantage over the method used by ports like
Kawaihae that lacked chutes (Lodge 1937:28-29). Henke adds that Kahuku and Kapapala
Ranches also shipped cattle there (1929:31,36). The last shipment of cattle probably left
Ka‘alu‘alu in 1942. Sugar company reports do not give the name of the landing, but after
that year, there is no mention of shipping cattle from Ka‘alu‘alu Ranch (C.B. and Co.
Ltd. Plantation Reports 1942).
Population Decline and Abandonment of Site
Ka‘ū experienced major demographic change in the 19th century, similar to the
rest of Hawai‘i. The district’s population was estimated at 10,000 in the early 1800s, but
dwindled dramatically. Escott summarizes, “disease, starting with the 1804 cholera
epidemic, draught, deforestation due to goats and cattle, and the introduction of a cash
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economy and the resultant changes in subsistence all brought about a reduction of the
population to about 2,000 individuals” by late in the century (Escott 2009:13). The loss of
self sufficiency is demonstrated in 1886 when many people complained that the reduction
of shipping to Ka‘alu‘alu caused a shortage of their staple food, poi (A Kamaaina Growls
1886). The 1868 tsunami also took a heavy toll on the once thriving village, and coastal
settlements throughout the district were abandoned as subsistence declined (Guerrico,
Gregg, & Kennedy 2009:19). Kinney notes that in 1913 there were only a few houses
there besides the ranch house built for Princess Ruth (Kinney 1913: 80). Ka‘alu‘alu was
considered as a location for a small boat refuge harbor in 1972, but the idea was
discarded (Devaney & Whistler 1972:1). By that date, no one lived there and the site had
become overgrown with kiawe trees.
The Burial Ground
The mention of a “Royal Burial Ground” was one of the most intriguing results of
this research, and should be investigated further. In 1887, King Kalakaua named a Mr.
Hukiku “Overseer and Keeper of the Royal Burial Ground at Kaalualu” but no more
information was found (Hansen and Kelly 1972:20). There are several other references to
death and burial at Ka‘alu‘alu that would be instructive if a connection between them
could be demonstrated. For example, Kamakau and Brooks share ambiguously related
stories. Brook recalls hearing that in the early 1900s, people would sometimes go into
one of the large caves above Ka‘alu‘alu Bay to die. Kamakau tells that when Kekuipoiwa
Liliha, Kamehameha’s half sister, fell ill, she left her residence in Wai‘ōhinu and went to
Kapa‘akea near Ka‘alu‘alu, where she died in 1815. According to Kamakau, though, she
was not buried there (1961:206). Therefore, it is unclear whether Ka‘alu‘alu held special
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significance as a place of death and burial. Kinney states “Throughout Kau are many
caves, many of them used as burial places in the days when Kau was densely populated”
(1913:73). Even if burial caves were common on this coast, surely royal burial grounds
would not be. A burial ground, royal or otherwise, is a culturally significant site and
should be given proper protection if located.
Suggestions for Research
It is certain that the archaeological record holds more information on Ka‘alu‘alu’s
past. Only the site itself can reveal the village’s age, or the pre-contact population
density. The history of land use remains incomplete until changes in pre-contact
subsistence strategies can be appreciated. Paiāha‘a Bay deserves more attention, as it was
not the focus of the Hansen and Kelley survey. Hansen and Kelly did not conduct any
excavations, and time constraints limited their reconnaissance and mapping efforts. They
concluded that Paiāha‘a has the most potential to provide information, and suggest that
excavations be carried out in the thick ash deposits on the North and West sides of the
bay (1972:14-16). It would also be interesting to learn whether the two names for the bay,
“Paiāha‘a” and “Mano‘awa”, were used successively or concurrently. Perhaps the names
refer to different aspects of the bay, since “Paiāha‘a” seems to be used in connection with
surf and the art of surfing in historical accounts (Hansen & Kelly 1972:17). Paiāha‘a’s
past is surely inseparable from that of its larger neighbor.
Conclusion
Throughout Ka‘alu‘alu’s history, some uses of the land and bay have remained
constant while the human landscape has undergone major changes. The bay’s value as a
landing unites most of its history and has only ceased to define it recently. In this light,
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the steamship and cattle shipping eras could be treated as a continuation of the bay’s use
as a canoe landing. Through the second half of the 19th century, the Hawaiian
government viewed Ka‘alu‘alu as an asset in developing Ka‘ū, but by the early 20th
century, it had become an obscure port, and today is known only to a few. Onshore, there
was more change than continuity. Cultivation declined as the population shrank, and
organized commercial activity replaced subsistence and habitation. In the 1870s, ranching
began a new economic chapter and dominated activity at Ka‘alu‘alu for decades. In
many ways the history of Kaʻaluʻalu is emblematic of trends experienced by the district,
but the activity attracted by the landing gives it a special character. Although no one
resides at the bay today, people still enjoy the sheltered inlet, the surf, and the fishing as
they have done since ancient times.
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Appendix A: Location

Figure A1. Map of Hawaiʻi Island. Project area marked in red.
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Figure A2. Enlarged portion of USGS map showing Kaʻaluʻalu and Paiahaʻa Bays.
From Ka Lae Quadrangle Island of Hawaiʻi, Kaʻū District, 7.5 minute series, 1962.
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Appendix B: Historical Maps and Archaeological Findings

Figure B1. Pre-contact and traditional features located by Hansen and Kelly survey
pictured. (Hansen and Kelly 1972:34)
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Figure B2. Historical and modern features pictured in association with traditional
features. (Hansen and Kelly 1972:34)
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Figure B3. Historical Map, 1939. Note the placement of the cattle pen with chute
extending over bay. (Hansen & Kelly 1972:19)
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Appendix C: Cattle Loading

Figure C1. Photo of cattle being transported to ship from Kaʻaluʻalu landing. This is
the loading method used from at least 1914 to 1942. (Lodge 1937:28)
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ULU PONO PUNALUʻU

Kehaulani Puou, University of Hawaiʻi, West Oʻahu
Introduction and Background:
Punaluʻu is a well known place amongst the kamaʻāina who reside on Hawaiʻi
Island, across the state, and by tourists who travel from around the world. However, it
holds a much deeper sense of place to the people of Kaʻū. Situated between Wailau and
Mohokea ahupuaʻa, Punaluʻu shown on the map, (Figure 1) is known for its black sand
landscape against pāhoehoe and ʻaʻā lava flows. The name Punaluʻu means “coral dived
for” which depicts the history of this place as an ancient fishing ground as well as a place
well known for collecting fresh water. The spring water pond, Ka wai hū o kauila, which
means, “the gushing water,” neighbors Punaluʻu Bay also known as Kauila Pond. It is
truly a beauty that contributes to the frequent visitors of the hawksbill and green sea
turtles. Its shorelind blends with Wailau and Nīnole ahupuaʻa forming a complet cultural
landscape that should be noted and acknowledged in this context.

Together, this

shoreline functioned as a thriving community which provided its people a rich source of
food, a structure of cultural practice and order.
Continuing up north along the shoreline of Punaluʻu, is Punaluʻu Nui Heiau also
known as Kaneʻeleʻele Heiau in other sources such as John F. G. Stokes. This religious
fearture functioned as a luakini heiau where human sacrifice was conducted. This heiau
is also associated with a sacrificial stone, Pohaku Mohai (Figure 3).
In this section about Punaluʻu, the following information will be presented:
1. Moʻolelo (story) and mele (song) that portray how our kūpuna interacted with
the ʻāina and its surrounding elements.
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2. Ethnographic interviews with kamaʻāina today that validate the deep
connection they continue to have with the core ofthis place.
3. Archaeological reports which support the history of this thriving shoreline
including maps that illustrate the placement of Punaluʻu within the Kaʻū
moku.

Figure 1. Map of Punaluʻu (Marion:77)
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Documented historical events about a place account for vital information that tells
a story about its significance by the writer, and its existence in that space and time.
People who were born and raised on this ʻāina formed intimate relationships with all of
its surroundings. Mele, oli (chants), and poems are just some of the ways they expressed
their aloha (love) and connection. George Kealoha Iopa Sr. was one of Punaluʻu’s
kamaʻāina. He was born and raised in Punaluʻu and through his mele, he describes the
profound beauty and his connection. The following is a mele he wrote, simply called
Punaluʻu, is still sung today by many entertainers who share the same aloha and
continues to bring existence to this place.
Mele:
Aloha Punaluʻu, I ka ʻehu kai
Ke kai kokolo aʻo Puʻumoa

This love of Punaluʻu with the mist of the sea spray
spread
And the creeping waves at Puʻumoa

Me ka wai kaulana, aʻo Punaluʻu
Ka wai punapuna aʻo Kauwila

Then by the water place at Punaluʻu
The spring water spurting like fountains at Kauwila

He uʻI nā moku, aʻe kau mai nei
Kaulana kou inoa I ka poʻopaʻa

The beauty part of the reef awaits
Which is the famous place where poʻopaʻa fishing is
good

Mai poina iā Kōloa aʻe kou inoa
Ka home hānau o ka ʻiliʻili
HoʻI aku wau ia Nīnole
I ka was hu ʻihu ʻI mai ke kuahiwi
Haʻina ʻa mai ana ka puana
Aloha Punaluʻu i ka ʻehu kai

This unforgettable and famous place, Koloa
The home and birthplace of the Pebbles
As I enter at Ninole
There the cool water from the mountain
This is the end of my version about
This love of Punaluʻu with the mist of the sea spray
spread

Through moʻolelo a place gains its existence and provides meanings to the place
names. Visiting Punaluʻu on a huakaʻi (excursion), Nohea Kaʻawa, a kamaʻāina of Kaʻū
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and also a representative from the Department of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) shared
a moʻolelo about the fresh water pond, Kauila (Figure 2). This moʻolelo recognizes both,
the water source, and the daily visits of the honu, which are still part of this landscape
today.

Figure 2. Kauila Pond

In essence of Kane and Kaneloa, the two were responsible for bringing the water
source to Kaʻū. They brought two honu, Honuea and Honupoʻokea to Punaluʻu. One
turtle was a Hawksbill and the other a green sea turtle. Together they had a baby named
Kauila. Honupoʻokea, the mother, started making a home to protect Kauila from the
rough water conditions at Punaluʻu. As she kept on digging, water started bubbling
creating the pond. Kauila is looked upon as a guardian. She is known to change into a
little girl who protects the children while playing in the strong current.
The history of Punaluʻu includes the arrival of Captain James Cook, followed by
the missionaries, the sugar plantation era, ranching, and then most recently, coastal
development. In addition to the influx of foreign influences and diseases, the community
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shouldered a ban of natural disasters that altered their surroundings and resources. The
changes affected the natives of Punaluʻu and across Kaʻū on every level, and yet it is
what makes them unique and grounded to their ʻāina. Their resilient demeanor and aloha
for their sense of place has sustained their existence to maintain their cultural practices,
lifestyle, and especially with keeping Punaluʻu from further development.
Archaeological studies have made a significant impact in describing and
analyzing the functions of cultural resources along the Punaluʻu shoreline and how
adaptable the community was to the diverse landscape. The two heiau located within
Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa, Lanipao Heiau constructed inland, and Punaluʻu Nui Heiau situated
on the coast to the east of the bay, indicate the level of religious practice and order taking
place in the ahupuaʻa.

The earliest documentation of Punaluʻu Nui also known as

Kāneʻeleʻele, was by John F. G. Stokes who surveyed the heiau of Hawaiʻi Island in
1906. Following is his description of this luakini heiau, and the sacrificial stone noted in
his description at its present state.
Kāneʻeleʻele Heiau, Heiau of Kāneʻeleʻele, Mailekini Heiau, Halelau
Heiau, or Punaluʻunui land of Punaluʻu, Kaʻū. Located east of and
adjoining Punaluʻu wharf and warehouse, which are probably built on the
heiau premises. Puʻu Ehu benchmark bears 12237’, 4532 feet.
This Heiau probably extended to near the edge of the cliff bordering
Punaluʻu Bay, and its western boundary was destroyed when the face of
the cliff was graded forthe wharf and the first warehouse, built before
1906. Since that date, another larger warehouse has been erected, and the
man in charge of the work has informed me that he had dug into a high
bank of artificially laid stones and during the work came across a pit about
10 feet deep and “full of bones” The site of the bone pit is now occupied
by the concrete base of the warehouse engine, at the southeast corner of
the building, a mark which will no doubt remain for some time. ...the
heiau site consisted of a large level area of ʻaʻā about 700 by 500 feet,
which had been leveled off and partly paved with beach pebbles. The only
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definite feature remaining was a large wall on the eastern side, 8.5 feet
high and 9 feet thick: it ran 34130ʻ0 for 648 feet. From either extreme,
broken walls continued at right angles towards the west for about 230 feet.
Outside the southern wall was a large flat stone, called locally “the
sacrificial stone.” (Stokes 132)

Figure 3. Sacrificial Stone

To illustrate the placement of the two heiau and the space between them on the
shoreline, the following map (Figure 4) identifies the two heiau in relation to their
surroundings and to each other.

Lanipao heiau was surveyed by Stokes in 1916,

KennethEmory in 1970, and then S. Neal Crozier and William Barrera, Jr. in 1974.
Crozier and Barrera documented its condition including a map of the heiau.
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Figure 4. Map of Lanipao and Punaluʻu Nui Heiau

The Lanipao heiau was construted with large ʻaʻā stones and, with the
exception of ʻiliʻili paving, no waterworn stones were used. One long wall
partially encompasses several smaller enclosures. Many of the walls are
still in excellent condition, reaching a height of more than 2 meters with
very little batter (slope), and average between 1.5 to 2.5 meters in width.
Natural-outcrop boulders on the southern portion were utilized in
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constructing a portion of one wall, a stepped platform, and a spring or
well. It is doubtful that the long wall to the south of the site was
associated but rather was probably added later as a land boundary.
One feature that is unique to Hawaiian archaeology is the triangle-shaped,
low platform in the N sector of the site; it is 20 cm high and contains small
ʻaʻa paving. Although no portable artifacts were found on the surface,
numerous pieces of coral were observed which are characteristic to many
prehistoric religious structures in Hawai’i but not generally found at
habitation sites. (Crozier and Barrier 11)
Methods
The methods used to gather my research data and to support my analysis were
archival research, ethnographic interviews, and archaeological documentation. Utilizing
these three methods not only gave life to the research area, but also to a significant space
stretched along the shoreline.
Archival Research
Archival research laid the foundation for understanding the history of Punaluʻu.
Information collected provided valuable insights to Hawaiian place names and moʻolelo
were also found that provided significant information about Punaluʻu. In addition to
moʻolelo, prior archaeological surveys conducted near the research site provided maps
and findings of how the shoreline was essential to the living conditions, and the natural
resources it provided.

More importantly, the features mapped and documented

represented the settlement structure and function inland of the shoreline covering Ninole
and Wailau ahupuaʻa.
Ethnographic Interviews
Before our huakaʻi (fieldtrips), I gathered information on place names pertaining
to the research area in order to better understand these places and the relationships that
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had with one another. We were escorted by Nohea Kaʻawa from the Division of Forestry
and Wildlife, and John Roplogle (Figure 5) from The Nature Conservancy, on our
huakaʻi across the shoreline from Ninole ahupuaʻa, through Wailau and all the way to
Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa. Interviewing both Nohea (Figure 6) and John provided additional
moʻolelo and ʻōlelo noʻeau (proverbs) from traditional and historical events, as well as
intimate stories about their experiences growing up in Kaʻū. They spoke passionately
about their relationship with these places through childhood memories and historical
events, such as natural disasters, which were significant happenings that affected how the
ʻāina appears today. Having the opportunity to ‘talk story’ with kamaʻāina (native to
area) such as Nohea and John truly displayed their profound and compassionate
demeanor towards the ʻāina and all the elements that encompasses the area.

Figure 5. John Roplogle sharing a moʻolelo.
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Figure 6. Nohea sharing a moʻolelo in Punaluʻu.

We also were fortunate enough to talk story with Uncle Stanley Brooks, a
kamaʻāina from Waiʻōhinu, about his childhood days in Kaʻū. He shared stories about
artifacts he collected throughout the years. As he shared some traditional and historical
events that took place in Kaʻū, he reminisced about the shoreline of Punaluʻu and expert
fishermen of the area. He described the shoreline to be ‘momona’ (rich, fertile) which
always fed the community. Uncle Stanley remembered when hukilau (fishing method
with net) was still practiced. It was practiced at least twice a year where family members
would participate in this gathering event. The fish caught was distributed amongst family
and community members along the shoreline.
Archaeological Documentation
The archaeological documentation techniques that we utilized to gather data in the
field included a reconnaissance survey and mapping.

We started off conducting a

reconnaissance survey (Figure 7) which allowed us to move forward in a transect line,
covering a significant portion of coastline, in order to document artifacts and features that
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were located on the surface. As we came across features, we documented the findings by
filling out feature forms, taking photos, and noting the coordinates by using a Global
Positioning System device (Figure 8).
Following the reconnaissance survey, we further documented the cultural sites by
conducting baseline-mapping techniques (Figure 9). This type of mapping gave us a
visual placement of the sites and a clearer idea of the construction and physical state of
the features. This vital process showed each feature at a plan view stance including what
was located around the feature in the immediate surroundings. Utilizing this method
provided an overall visual of where and how each feature was situated in addition to the
relationship it had with the ʻāina.

Figure 7. Reconnaissance Survey.
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Figure 8. Documenting feature’s GPS coordinates.

Figure 9. Mapping.
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Results
The following table illustrates the number and types of features that were
documented during our survey of the project area. There were a total of ninety-six
features in which each served and contributed to a settlement pattern. Significant features
such as partial enclosures, both C-shaped and L-shaped displayed placement
independently as well as in clusters. The C-shaped enclosure in Figure 10 displays the
construction of well-defined walls and evidence of ʻiliʻili (pebbles) that were used during
traditional times for flooring. Another significant feature relative to a settlement pattern
were platforms that were typically located on prominent puʻu along the coast that
provided vantage points.
Feature Type

Amount

Enclosure
Partial enclosure (C-Shape)
Lined depression
Platform
Terrace
Terrace enclosure
Uprights
Wall
Partial enclosure (L-Shape)
Mound
Cairn
Circular Alignment
Rock Shelter
Hearth
Modified Overhang
Partial enclosure (U-Shape)

26
15
8
6
4
4
4
4
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

Total Features

96

The six platforms that were located and mapped appeared to be in good condition
considering the exposure to human traffic. In Figure 11, the visual of white coral placed
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within the wall and on the platform likely indicates the sacredness of this feature because
of the significance symbolism coral were used during traditional times.

Figure 12

captures a birdʻs eye view of Punaluʻu’s coastline, which illustrates the location of
features, and how they relate tothe landscape as well as to each other. Each is labeled
with a feature number and color code to represent its classification. In relation to the
ninety-six features that were documented, a vital component that confirms the connection
and function of this environment is the Ala Kaha Kai (trail/line seaside), pictured in
Figure 13. This stretch of worn and eroded ʻaʻā lava, which then transitions to a trail of
water worn stones placed in line on the ʻaʻā likely exemplifies that the path was designed
with to sute this environment.

Figure 10. C-shaped enclosure with ʻili ʻili.
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Figure 11 Coral in wall and on top of platform.

Figure 12 Birdʻs eye view of the documented cultural features.
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Figure 13. Ala Kahakai.

Analysis and Discussion
The findings on the makai side of Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa, shows identical features
documented at neighboring Nīnole and Wailau ahupuaʻa, by other archaeologists such as
John F. G. Stokes, Violet Hansen, Lloyd J. Sorhren and most recent Hallet H. Hammatt,
PhD. with Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi, Inc. Figure 14 outlines the projet area in relation to
Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa. The archaeological inventory survey conducted by CSH covered
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approximately 430-acres which included developed and undeveloped lands. The AIS
identifies in the report that all historic properties were documented within the subject
parcel. The work at hand completed State and County requirements for an archaeological
inventory survey [perHAR 13-13-276]
The project area documented on the makai side of Punaluʻu ahupuaʻa was its first.
The following, Table 1 is a compile of archaeologists who conducted surveys along the
coast of Punaluʻu, Nīnole and Wailau.

Figure 14. Map of Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi project area.
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Source

Table1. Previous Archaeological Studies at Punaluʻu,Nīnole and Wailau.

Nature of Study

Location of Study

Finds

Salvage excavation
of 1 site
Archaeological
survey and
excavations

Site 50-Ha-B9-21
Wailau Complex
Coastal Punaluʻu
Ahupuaʻa

Excavates in a house
enclosure
Documented 25+
archaeological sites.
Noted bulldozing in
area prior to study

Hansen 1974

Limited
reconnaissance
surveys

Focused north &
west of presnt
project area

Briefly documents
archaeological sites

Hansen, 1980

An Historic Sites
Survey of a portion
of Punaluʻu Kaʻu,
Hawaii, TMK 9-602:6, Lot 9-A

Kamehameha
Documented 76
Schools lands
archaeological sites
adjacent to the NE of
present study area.
Punaluʻu

Kelly 1980

Historical sketch

Addresses 9
Ahupuaʻa of Kaʻū

Soehren 1980

Summary of
archaeological
features

Addresses TMK 9-6- Documented 6
02:39 (90 acres)
archaeological sites.
Noted extensive
bulldozing

Haun & Rosendahl 1986

Archaeological
Inspection

S corner of present
project area

Documents curbstone trail only short
portion in project
area

M. Rosendahl 1986

Archaeological
Inspection

S corner of present
project area

Documents curbstone trail only short
portion in project
area

Rosendahl and Rosendahl
1986a,b

Preliminary & Full
Archaeological
Reconnaissance
Survey Reports

Present project lands
at Punaluʻu Wailau

Provides a summary
of previous work &
reports new sites

Cordy 1988

Settlement pattern
overview

Kaʻū District

Little discussion of
present project area

Kaschiko
Crozier and Barrera Jr.
1974
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Documented
Lanipau, Kaʻieʻie
and Kaneʻeleʻele
Heiau in the vicinity
of the project area

Source

Nature of Study

Location of Study

Finds

Stokes (and Dye)
1906/1991

Survey of Big Island
Heiau

Island wide

Stokes 1910

Study of Petroglyphs Archipelago-wide

Hansen, 1974

Letter Re: Walkthrough sites survey
of the proposed
additional 9 hole
golf course (21
October).
Letter Re:
Reconnaissance
survey of road “A.”
(26 October)
Letter to Dr. Pila
Kikuchi, Kauai, Re:
Informaion on
fishponds at Nīnole,
(2 November).
Unpublished Field
Notes for 19681974, Site Record
File, Deparment of
Anthropology, B.P.
Bishop Museum.
Report on 1971
archaeological
survey
Salvage
Archaeology at
Wailau-Nīnole,
Kaʻū, Island of
Hawaiʻi

Documents 3,
perhaps 4 heiau in
vicinity of present
project
Documents a
petroglyph site +/-25
units in coastal
Punaluʻu
Briefly discusses
sites

Hansen, 1974

Hansen, 1978

Hansen, n.d.

Hommon n.d.
(1971)
Barrera, and
Hommon 1972

Punaluʻu

Punaluʻu

Briefly discusses
sites

Nīnole

Information on
fishponds

Coastal Punaluʻu,
Wailau and Nīnole
Ahupuaʻa

Precursor to Barrera
and Hommon (1972)
and Crozier and
Barrera (1974)
reports

Coastal Wailau and
Nīnole Ahupuaʻa

Precursor to Barrera
and Hommon (1972)
report
Documented 111
archaeological sites,
including 216
features. Precontact and historic
habitation,
agricultural, and
burial sites.

Coastal Wailau and
Nīnole Ahupuaʻa
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Figure 15. Map of Wailau Site Survey. Initial archaeological surveys (Barrera & Hommon 1972)

And finally Figure 15 identifies and plots the features documented and mapped. In
addition to the habitation sites, the three heiaus, Ka iʻeiʻie, Lanipao, and Kaneʻeleʻele are
acknowledged indicating a religious practice that was prevalent during traditional and
well after the arrival of westerners. John F. G. Stokes documented and mapped the
heiaus on Hawaiʻi island in 1906.
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His report stated:
Ka‘ie‘ie Heiau Heiau of Ka‘ie‘ie, land of N�nole, Ka‘ū�. Situated on the
edge of an ‘a‘a� flow on the west side of Nnole Bay. Pu‘u Ehu bears 170
degrees 50’, 5476 feet. All that was found was a cleared level stretch of
‘a‘ā paved with beach pebbles. On the east it overhung the sea, the rough
‘a‘ā forming the other boundaries. On account of these natural limits, it is
probable that the place was never enclosed with walls.
Mokini Heiau Heiau of Mokini, land of Nīnole, Ka‘ū. Perhaps identical
with Ka‘ie‘ie Heiau. It was a name heard in Wai‘hinu and Honu‘apo, but
the single resident of Nīnole I met knew only of Ka‘ie‘ie Heiau.
Lanipao Heiau Heiau of Lanipao, land of Punalu‘u, Ka‘ū. Located near
the southwest boundary of Punalu‘u 1600 feet from the sea. Pu‘u Ehu
benchmark bears 131 degrees 56’, 2804 feet. This is a small, L-shaped
enclosure with walls 6 feet high and from 6 to 7.5 feet thick. The southern
portion is occupied by three terraces, each rising 1 foot. Outside and
adjoining the western wall is an enclosure with small walls, 3 feet high
and wide. This heiau is said to have been built by Laka of Kaua‘i.
Kāne‘ele‘ele Heiau Heiau of Kane‘ele‘ele, Mailekini Heiau, Halelau
Heiau, or Punalu‘unui land of Punalu‘u, Ka‘u. Located east of and
adjoining Punalu‘u wharf and warehouses, which are probably built on the
heiau premises. Pu‘u Ehu benchmark bears 122 degrees 37’, 4532 feet.
This Heiau probably extended to near the edge of the cliff bordering
Punalu‘u Bay, and its western boundary was destroyed when the face of
the cliff was graded for the wharf and the first warehouse, built before
1906. Since that date another, larger warehouse has been erected, and the
man in charge of the work has informed me that he had dug into a high
bank of artificially laid stones and during the work came across a pit about
10 feet deep and “full of bones.” The site of the bone pit is now occupied
by the concrete base of the warehouse engine, at the southeast corner of
the building, a mark which will no doubt remain for some time.
Given the documentation and evidence found at this project site, makai of Punaluʻu,
the cultural history and connection with this ʻaīna stretches along the coast of Wailau and
Nīnole as well. The features found on this project contributed to the populous thriving
community with structure and order.
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NĀ WAI O WAIʻŌHINU: THE WATERS OF WAIʻŌHINU
Pōlanimakamae K. Kahakalau, Hawaiʻi Community College
Introduction
“Water, which gave life to food plants as well as to all vegetation symbolized
bounty for the Hawaiian” (Handy & Pukui 1991:57). Since ancient times till today the
source of freshwater plays an important role in Hawaiʻi. Water is the source of life to all
things. The source of freshwater is very precious especially in the ʻāina, or land, of Kaʻū.
The focus of this research project was to identify and compile the historical information
regarding the water of Waiʻōhinu. The goals and objective were to gather information
through historical research and ethnographic interviews. Previous work gathered in the
area of Waiʻōhinu included various moʻolelo, historical and oral histories, and
archaeological surveys.
Background
The following historical research is compiled of stories, newspaper articles, and
Hawaiian proverbs of the ahupuaʻa, or land division, of Waiʻōhinu.
Nā Moʻolelo o Waiʻōhinu
Presented below are sections from the kaʻao (legend) of Pīkoiakaʻalalā that
focuses on his experiences traveling through the district of Kaʻū. This story was written
by S.M. Kaui, from Kulanakauhale Aliʻi, Oʻahu and printed in the Hawaiian language
newspaper, Ka Nūpepa Kūʻokoʻa. The selected portions of this kaʻao are given below and
followed by an English translation.
He Kaʻao No Pīkoiakaʻalalā, Ke Keiki Akamai I Ka Pana, A Story About Pīkoiakaʻalalā,
The Child Skilled In Bow And Arrow
O Alala ka makuakane, o Koukou ka makuahine. O ko laua aina i noho ai, o
Waioli i Kauai. Ua ao no laua i ka laua hana o ka Pana iole i ko laua wa. A
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hanau mai na laua eono kaikamahine Akua, a hookahi kaikamahine kanaka. A
o ka muli loa ʻo Pikoiakaalala, ke keiki kaulana hoi no ke akamai i ka Pana
Iole, ka mea hoi nona keia Kaao [December 16, 1865:1].
...i hoao ai o Pikoiakaalala me Keakalaulani. A noho iho la no hoi e like me
ka Keawenuiaumi olelo; hui pono ae la hoi ka piko o ke one i Waiolama, ia
wa no hoi i kukuni paa loaʻi ka puuwai palupalu o Keakalaulani maluna o ke
keiki Kauai. O i noho aku hoi laua nei a lua wale one o Punahoa. Lana mai la
ka manao o Pikoiakaalala e hele i ke kaapuni ia Hawaii Loa, no ka mea, o
kana huakai no ia i olelo mua ai ia Waiakea, i kona wa i Oahu.
Olelo aku la ia i kana alii wahine, “Ina he mea oluolu i kou puuwai a me kou
manao, i ka hooko ana mai i ke noi a kau kauwa kane nei, alaila, e hooko aku
au i ka mea a koʻu naau i kau nui ai.” Alaila, pane mai la kana wahine me
kona mau leo nahenahe, “Heaha la ka mea a kuu puuwai i kau nui ai, e noi
mai nei e ae aku wau, ina paha o ka hapalua o koʻu kino palupalu nei, alaila,
e hooko aku no au ia mea a i ole paha ia, o kekahi mea e aku paha,” pane aku
la
o
Pikoiakaalala,
“e
ahoeaemaioeeiaʻuehelehoiauemakaikaiikoumokuoHawaiinei.”
Ahe
mea
oluolu loa ia imua o kana alii wahine, me kona kauleo e mai no hoi i kana
kane, a penei no ia: “Ke ae aku nei au ia oe, o hele, eia nae kaʻu kauoha ia
oe, i hookahi anahulu la ou e hele ai a puni o Hawaii nei ia oe,” (oia hoi he
umi la.) A he mea maikai no hoi ia imua o Pikoiakaalala, i ka lohe ana ʻku i
ka leo uwauwali o kana wahine. A o ka hooko wale no ka hana i koe ia
Pikoiakaalala no kana mea i makemake ai o ka hele makaikai ia Hawaii Loa
[January27, 1866:1].
O ka hoomaka koke iho la noia o ko Pikoiakaalala hele, oia a me kekahi mau
kukini mama a Keawenuiaumi, elima lakou, a oia no ke ono.
Hele aku la o Pikoiakaalala me kana aliiwahine pu no, e ukali ana a kahi e hoi
mai ai. A kipa ae la e ike i ko laua makua alii, a pau ka ike ana, o ka hele loa aku
la no ia o Pikoiakaalala, a hoi no hoi kana aliiwahine me ke kaumaha o ko Hilo
kini, hoi luuluu i ke one o Hanakahi, i ka hele o ka mea aloha he kane, ka mea hoi
nana e hoopumehana kona poli o na po anuanu o ua aina la [February 3, 1866:1].
Ma hope o ka mākaʻikaʻi ʻana ma Puna, ua huakaʻi pū ʻo Pīkoiakaʻalalā lāua
ʻo kona mau hoa hele i Kaʻū. Hoʻomau ʻia ka moʻolelo:
...hoeu ae la lakou e hele, oiai e hoi aku ana ka la e pee ma ke kuaʻku o
Maunaloa, a e kau mai ana na ao malumalu maluna o ka pali o Holei; a o ko
lakou hele aku la no ia, ia lakou e hele akahele ana, haupu mai la ka manao
kauoha a kana aliiwahine, oia hoi o Keakalaulani, ina paha pela wale no
lakou e hele akahele ai, pau e na la i haiia mai ai iaia, e aho paha e hele
mama ka pono; a no ia manao maikai i loaa iaia, nolaila, pane aku la ia i
kona mau hoa hele, “E aho e holo mama kakou a moe iluna o Kau,” “Aole
paha kakou e hiki i Kau poeleele e,” wahi a na hoa hele. Pane mai o
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Pikoiakaalala, “Ka inoa no hoi i ao oukou i ka mama i ke kukini na
Keawenuiaumi no ka mama hoi, a he aha hoi ko kakou mea e hiki ole ai i Kau
i keia ahiahi? Ka inoa naʻu e hopo na ka mea i ao ole i ke kukini, he pana
kaʻu mea i ao ai,” “Oia hoi ha, e holo kakou,” wahi a na hoa hele, o ka holo
nui aku la no ia a hala o Apua, a hala mai o Kukalaula, a hiki ana lakou nei i
Punaluu, i ka wa a ka noe o ka po i uhi mai ai i kona mau eheu; a ia lakou i
hiki aku ai i Punaluu, e noho ana ilaila o Kohaikalani ke alii o Kau. Hele aku
la na kukini a Keawenuiaumi, na hoa hele hoi o Pikoiakaalala imua o
Kohaikalani; a olelo aku la lakou penei, “I kauoha mai o Keawenuiaumi ia
makou ke hiki i Kau nei i ou la, e hai aku ia oe i ka hunona ana, ei ae me
makou, o ke kane hoi a ke aliiwahine opio,” “Auhea?” wahi a Kohaikalani,
aia no i waho o kahua, kena koke mai la o Kohaikalani, “Kii iaʻku ke kane a
ke alii a hoihoi mai i ka hale nei, eia ka hale,” o ke kii aku la no ia o ke kahu
o Kohaikalani a ka lima o Pikoiakaalala; a o ke komo aku la no hoi ia iloko o
ka hale, me na hoa hele ona, a ike ae la o Kohaikalani me Pikoiakaalala ka
malihini, ke kane hoi a ke aliiwahine, ka Haku hoi o lakou.
Hoomakaukau ia no hoi na mea ai a na malihini, e like me ka mea mau. A pau
ka paina ana, moe nui lakou ilaila, a ia Pikoiakaalala no ke ao, o ke ala ae la
no ia a hoala aku la i kona mau hoa hele e ala, “ina kakou,” wahi a
Pikoiakaalala. Ala like ae la lakou, paina iho la ke kakahiaka, a pau ka paina
ana, ninau mai ia o Kohaikalani, “E hele ana ka huakai a ka hunona a kuu
Haku i hea?” “I ka makaikai,” wahi a Pikoiakaalala. “E aho maluna o ka
waa ke hele, a ina e hele mauka, he nui loa ka luhi, no ke ino a no ka lohi no
hoi ke hele mauka.”
Ua maikai hoi ia olelo a Kohaikalani i ko Pikoiakaalala manao. Ae aku ia ia
ma ka waa, “Ae, ma ka waa io makou, ua ike mai nei au, ia makou i hele mai
nei makai o Puna, he oi no hoi ka loihi. Ina paha e ike e ia la ke ino a me ka
loa o keia moku o Hawaii nei, i na no hoi ua kau no makou ma na waa o
Keawenuiaumi,” alaila, pane mai la o Kohaikalani, “Ua like no oia mau waa
me nei mau waa, no ka mea, nona wale no na mea a pau e waiho mai nei iaʻu,
a he malama waiwai au,” o ka hoomakaukau ia mai la no ia o na waa a paa,
a panee ia a lana ana i ke kai, ee ae la no hoi na hoe waa o ua mau waa nei, a
ee pu ae la no hoi me Pikoiakaalala a me kona mau hoa hele no hoi he umi, a
o ka holo nui aku la no ia a pae i Kaalualu, o ke kumu o ko lakou pae ana, no
ka poina ana o ka wai i na hoe waa, no ka wikiwiki loa o ka holo.
Ia lakou i pae ai i Kaalualu, ninau ae la o Pikoiakaalala, “Auhea ka wai o
keia wahi?” “Aohe wai, he wai kai wale no ko keia wahi,” wahi a na hoa hele
me na hoe waa ona. “A i hea la auanei ko kakou wai e loaaʻi?” wahi a
Pikoiakaalala, “I hea hoi, o kahi aku la noia o ka wai maoli o hope aku la,”
wahi a na hoe waa. “Aohe wai o keia uka aku, he panoa wale no i ka la,” a
no ko lakou hoole nui mai i ka wai, nana aku la o Pikoiakaalala iuka, a ike
aku la i ka paa mai a ka ohu iluna aku o Waiohinu, olelo aku la ia i na hoe
waa ona, “Aia no hoi ha ka wai iuka o kela ahua e kau mai la ka ohu iluna
pono la,” “Aohe he wai o ia wahi,” wahi a na hoe waa. Ia wa, kena ae la o
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Pikoiakaalala i kekahi mau kukini mama ona, e holo i ka wai, me kekahi mau
kamaaina pu kekahi elua, aha ka poe i pii i ka wai.
I ka poe pii wai e pii ana me na hue wai, ua pii no lakou me ka hoomaloka,
mamua ae nae o ko lakou pii ana, ua olelo mua aku la o Pikoiakaalala, “Ina e
hiki oukou i kela ahua e kau mai la la ea, e kali oukou ilaila, a ike oukou i
kahi a kuu pua i ku aku ai, alaila, hele aku oukou ilaila, a ike oukou i ka wai,
e ukuhi oukou i na hue wai a piha, a i hoi mai oukou, e hoihoi pu mai me kuu
pua,” “Ae,” wahi a ka poe pii wai. A hiki ua poe nei i kahi i kuhikuhi ia ia
lakou, ia lakou no a hiki, maalo ana ka pua ma ko lakou alo, a ike aku la
lakou i ke kolili o ke kumu o ka pua ma kahi umalu pali, i hele aku ka hana, e
paa ana ka pua i ka pohaku me ka lepo, i huki mai ka hana o ua poe la i ka
pua, e huai mai ana ka mapuna o ka wai. O ka ukuhi nui iho la no ia i na hue
wai a lakou a pau i ka piha, a hoi nui aku la, me ka paa pu anaʻku me ka pua.
A hiki no hoi lakou i kai o Kaalualu, a hai aku la e like me ka lakou mea i ike
ai, no ka loaa ana o ka wai. Aia no kela wai ma uka iki aku o Waiohinu, o ka
loa oia wahi i loaa ai ka wai mai Kaalualu aku, he 6 1/2 mile, a mai Waiohinu
aku a kahi o ka wai, 1 1/2 mile paha; a o ka inoa o ua wai nei, o Waiakapuna.
A o ka wai mau ia o ia kaona e noho la i keia wa, mai mau ka nele o ia wahi i
ka wai ole a hiki paha i keia wa, ina aole o Pikoiakaalala.
A loaa hoi ka wai o lakou, panee no hoi na waa no ka holo, a ina hoe waa e
liuliu ana, o Pikoiakaalala hoi, iaia e ku ana ma kikepa o ka waa, a ee ae
iluna, hiki mai ana kekahi kukini mai a Keawenuiaumi mai, i hoouna ia mai e
hele e imi i kahi e loaaʻi o Pikoiakaalala, a e hai aku ia ia i kahi e hui ai laua,
(o Keawenuiaumi me Pikoiakaalala) no ka mea, e hoi ana o Keawenuiaumi i
Waipio me kana kaikamahine pu, Keakalaulani, no ka manao o
Keawenuiaumi, o hala loa ka hunona mauka o Hamakua, aole la e iho ma
Waipio, no ka mea, he hele wawae wale no ko ka hunona hele ana, aole hoi i
ike ia e he waa, eia ka ua loaa ka waa. A pau ka olelo ana a ke kukini (elele) a
Keawenuiaumi imua o Pikoiakaalala, hoi no hoi ia i Hilo, a holo no hoi o
Pikoiakaalala ma [February 10, 1866:1].
[English Translation]
ʻAlalā is the father, Koʻukoʻu is the mother. The land where they both lived
was Waiʻoli on Kauaʻi. They both learned to shoot rats with an arrow during
their time. Born to them were six supernatural daughters, and one human
daughter [son]. The youngest was Pīkoiakaʻalalā, the child renowned for his
skill in shooting rats, the one this legend is for [Dec. 16, 1865:1].
... Pīkoiakaʻalalā married Keakalaulani. They lived like
said; The umbilical cord of the sand of Waiolama was
time Keakalaulani’s soft heart burned strongly for the
they were living alone on the sands of Punahoa.
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Keawenuiaʻumi had
joined, at that same
Kauaʻi child. While
The idea came to

Pīkoiakaʻalalā to travel around Hawaiʻi, because his trip was first mentioned
to Waiākea during his time on Oʻahu.
He told his wife, “If it’s something that sits well in your heart and your mind,
to fulfill the request of your outcast husband, then I will fulfill the things that
weigh heavily on my heart.” Then his wife responded in her delicate voice,
“What are the things that weigh heavily on your heart, I am asking to grant
you [this request], if it be half of my soft body, then I would without a doubt
fulfill these things and possibly more.” Pīkoiakaʻalalā answered, “It would be
better if you allow me to go and tour your island of Hawaiʻi.” And his wife
responded, with her voice speaking to her husband like so: “I’m allowing you
to go, however, here is my command to you, in 10 days you will travel around
Hawaiʻi.” And it was a great thing presented to Pīkoiakaʻalalā, when he heard
the soft voice of his wife. And all that was left for Pīkoi to fulfill was his
desire to go and tour all of Hawaiʻi [Jan.27, 1866:1].
Pīkoiakaʻalalā quickly began his journey, he and some swift runners of
Keawenuiaʻumi, five of them, and he is the sixth.
Pīkoiakaʻalalā went with his chiefess, to escort them to the place of their
return. They visited their chiefly parents, and after visiting them,
Pīkoiakaʻalalā began his long journey, and his chiefess sadly returned to
Hilo’s multitude, sorrowfully returning to the sands of Hanakahi, because of
the departure of her beloved husband, the one who warms her bosom during
the cold nights of this land [Feb.3, 1866:1].
After traveling through the district of Puna, Pīkoiakaʻalalā and his entourage
traveled to Kaʻū. The story continues:
....They got moving while the sun began to hide on the slope of Maunaloa, and
the dark clouds began to rise on the cliff of Hōlei; they traveled along. While
they were carefully walking, the advice of his wife was remembered, that is
Keakalaulani. If this is how they would continue to walk, the amount of days
that were agreed upon would quickly run out, it would perhaps be better if the
traveling is done quickly; what a good thought she had, therefore, he told his
traveling companions, “It’s better if we quickly travel and spend the night in
Kaʻū,” “We may not reach Kaʻū until the darkness of night,” replied the
traveling companions. Pīkoiakaʻalalā answered, “You are all known as the
swift runners of Keawenuiaʻumi, what exactly is it that makes it impossible to
reach Kaʻū this evening? I worry about this title because I have not been
taught to be a runner, I was taught to shoot bows and arrows,” “Hurry up, let
us all go,” said the traveling companions. They all traveled past ʻĀpua, and
past Kūkalaʻula, until they arrived at Punaluʻu during nightfall. When they
arrived at Punaluʻu, Kohāikalani was the chief of Kaʻū that was living there.
The runners of Keawenuiaʻumi, who were the traveling companions of
Pīkoiakaʻalalā confronted Kohāikalani and said, “Keawenuiaʻumi has
commanded us to arrive here in Kaʻū, to tell you the son-in-law is here with
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us, the husband of the young chiefess,” “Where is he?” said Kohāikalani, “He
is still outside of the platform.” Kohāikalani quickly ordered, “Fetch this
husband of the chiefess and bring him here to the house,” The attendant of
Kohāikalani immediately grabbed the hand of Pīkoiakaʻalalā and brought him
into the house, along with his traveling companions. Kohāikalani saw
Pīkoiakaʻalalā the foreigner; who was the husband of the chiefess, the Lord of
them all.
Preparations were made for the visitors, as customary. When the feast was
over, they all spent the night there. Pīkoiakaʻalalā awoke at dawn and began to
awaken his companions, “Let’s go,” said Pīkoiakaʻalalā. They all awoke,
feasted at breakfast, and when the feast was over, Kohāikalani asked, “Where
is the son-in- law of my Lord going?” “To sightsee,” replied Pīkoiakaʻalalā.
“It would be better to use the canoe to travel. If you travel through the
uplands, you will get extremely tired, because it will be rough and slow to
travel.”
The advice of Kohāikalani was useful for Pīkoiakaʻalalā’s plan. He agreed to
go on the canoe, “Yes, we will use the canoe, I just realized that when we
traveled along the coast of Puna, it took a long time. If perhaps I would have
known about the roughness and length of this island of Hawai’i, we would
have rode the canoes of Keawenuiaʻumi,” Then, Kohāikalani replied, “His
canoes are indeed like these, because, everything that belongs to him was left
here with me, and I am a property caretaker,” The canoes were immediately
prepared and secured, and pushed forward to float on the sea. The paddlers
got aboard the canoes, and so did Pīkoiakaʻalalā with his 10 traveling
companions. They traveled fast and landed at Kaʻaluʻalu. The reason they
landed was because the paddlers forgot the fresh water for the trip.
When they landed at Kaʻaluʻalu, Pīkoiakaʻalalā asked, “Where is the fresh
water of this place?” “There is no freshwater, this place only has saltwater.”
Said the traveling companions and paddlers. “Where will we get our drinking
water?” said Pīkoiakaʻalalā, “Where indeed, the place where there is fresh
water is behind us,” said the paddlers. “These uplands have no freshwater, it is
parched because of the sun,” and because they were denied water,
Pīkoiakaʻalalā looked toward the mountain, and saw the steady mist above
Waiʻōhinu. He told the paddlers, “The freshwater is inland of that mound
where the mist is suspended above.” “There is no water there,” said the
paddlers. At that time, Pīkoiakaʻalalā commanded some of his fast runners, to
run toward the freshwater with two people who were familiar with the area.
Four people ascended upwards toward the water.
When the water ascending people were climbing with the water gourds, they
traveled with skepticism, however, before they ascended, Pīkoiakaʻalalā said,
“If you reach that mound, you wait there, and you look for the place that my
arrow has struck, then, go there and when you see the water, scoop it up into
the water gourds until they are full, and bring them back, also return my arrow
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to me,” “Yes,” said the water fetching people. Those people arrived to the
place that was prescribed to them. When they arrived, the arrow passed by
their faces, and they saw the main stalk of the arrow fluttering in the shaded
area under the cliff where it went. The arrow was sticking in the rocks with
the dirt. When the people pulled the arrow, the spring of water gushed forth.
They all dipped their water gourds in right away and filled them up. Then,
they all returned stifling with the arrow.
When they arrived at the ocean of Kaʻaluʻalu, they told it like they saw it
because they had water. That freshwater is still a little upland of Waiʻōhinu.
The distance of this place that the water was retrieved, from Kaʻaluʻalu on, is
6.5 miles, and from Waiʻōhinu on until the place of the water is about 1.5
miles. The name of this water is Waiakapuna. As for the continuous water of
that town that resides there today, that area would be destitute with no water
until perhaps today, if it wasn’t for Pīkoiakaʻalalā.
When they got the water, the canoes were launched to travel, and when the
paddlers were making preparations, Pīkoiakaʻalalā was standing on the edge
and boarding the canoe. A messenger from Keawenuiaʻumi arrived, who was
sent to go and search for the place where he would find Pīkoiakaʻalalā, to tell
him where they were to meet up, (Keawenuiaʻumi and Pīkoiakaʻalalā)
because Keawenuiaʻumi was going to return to Waipi’o with his daughter
Keakalaulani, and because Keawenuiaʻumi thought, lest the son-in-law pass
by in the uplands of Hāmākua, and not decend into Waipiʻo, because the sonin-law’s traveling was only by foot. He did not know it was by canoe. Because
at last, they had canoes. When the messanger of Keawenuiaʻumi was done
speaking to Pīkoiakaʻalalā, he returned to Hilo, and Pīkoiakaʻalalā sailed on
[Feb. 10, 1866:1].
The Name, Waiʻōhinu
Provided below are a few explanations as to the origin of the place named Waiʻōhinu in
Kaʻū.
In those days the stream coming from Haʻao, heading toward the sea, spread
out at the base of the escarpment over a series of terraced wet-taro plantations
around which clustered the houses of Waiohinu. The name of the town, which
means “water-shining-like-oil,” is said by some to describe the bright sheen of
the sun on the flooded area as seen from the hillsides above. But there is an
old story that gives another meaning.
A cruel kupua, or nature spirit, came from Kahiki and dwelt just below the
Haʻao springs. He married a Kaʻu woman, who bore him a son named Kupa.
They inflicted all sorts of suffering on men who went to the spring; they killed
many and hid the bodies among the tall weeds around the spring. A cloudburst
brought down in the stream the grease (hinu) from these corpses and so the
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stream was called Wai-o-hinu. By a ruse the ogre and his son were caught in a
net, and were burnt in an imu.
Another story is that the name Waiohinu belonged to one of two kupua who
were stones which had come from Kahiki. The male stone was named Kaʻuloa
and was black. Waiohinu was the female stone, which was red. These stones
stood in a kukui grove, sinking deeper and deeper into the earth in the course
of time. They were often heard conversing with each other. Kaʻuloa, the name
of the male stone, was given to the whole land, now called Kaʻū. (Handy et al.
1991:586).
The Springs of Hāʻao
Provided below is a description of the five names belonging to the freshwater springs of
Hāʻao in Waiʻōhinu, Kaʻū.
Perhaps the most distinctive and prized possession of Kaʻu was the multiple
springs high above Waiohinu known as the Punawai-o-Haʻao (the Springs of
Haʻao).
Actually there are five separate springs, three of these close together at the
head of a small natural channel at the head of the stream that flows to
Waiohinu. These three were named Wai-a-ka-ʻilio, Haʻao, and Wai-aKahoaliʻi (or Wai-a- Moho-aliʻi). The fourth was Mauʻoliʻoli, a short distance
east of the three main springs, where small neneleau trees grew. Kapuna was
the fifth, several hundred yards east of the others, emptying into a small gulch
filled with kukui trees which cuts through the rim of the hillside and enters the
course of the mainstream about 50 feet below.
...Each of the springs stood in its own right. Wai-aka-ʻilio (Water-belongingto- the-dog) is so named because its discovery is said to have been made by a
dog’s scratching in the ground to find water to quench its thirst. The dog is not
identified, but it is fair to assume that it was not just an ordinary dog, but one
of the dog “forms” of a forest god like Ku-mauna, who stands as a great stone
in the forest above Hilea, a stone potent as a rain maker. Ku-mauna might
appear in the form of a dog to assist travelers or hunters lost in the uplands.
Ku-mauna is notable in recent history for a story that will be discussed in the
section on Hilea.
Haʻao was the general name for all the springs; it was the specific name for
one spring, presumably the main, or original spring. It was also the name of a
reptile nature goddess (moʻo), such as is identified with a spring, pool, or
pond. This moʻo was the grand-daughter of Ku-mauna.
From Naʻauʻoni, a native of Kaʻu, came this story of seeing the moʻo. When
the plantation wanted to have water piped from Haʻao Spring, he was one of
the men sent there to dig. One day, in the midst of digging, the water turned a
peculiar red color. They stopped and went home. When they came the next
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morning, they saw a girl with her back turned toward them. Between her
shoulders was a wound where someone’s pick had pierced her. At the sound
of their approach, she turned her head, saw them and leaped into the water.
They never saw her again.
Wai-a-Kahoaliʻi (or Wai-a-Kamohoaliʻi) bears the name of the elder brother
of Pele, whose form, when he led his clan in their migration to Kaʻu, was that
of a shark. Shark gods, like moʻo, are sometimes associated with pools in the
ancient lore. Sometimes the name of this spring is said in this way: Wai-a-kamoʻo-ha- liʻi, haliʻi meaning to spread out (as in spreading a mat, haliʻi
moena). When the name was said in this way, it probably referred to the
spreading of the water below the spring, perhaps resembling the form of a
lizard (moʻo) (Handy et. al. 1991:592).
ʻŌlelo Noʻeau
The ʻōlelo noʻeau or Hawaiian proverbs is a collection of Hawaiian sayings. The sayings
offer a basis for understanding to the origins of traditional Hawaiian values.
E loaʻa ana ia ʻoe ka mea a Paʻahao.
You'll get what Paʻahao has.
Paʻahao, a native of Ka`u, was often teased by his neighbors because when annoyed he
would snap. “Naio!” (“Pinworms!”) This amused his tormentors. When annoyed, one
might say, “You’ll get what Paʻahao has.” Paʻahao lived in Waiohinu, Kaʻu during the
late 1800s and early 1900s. (Pukui 1983:341)
I puni ia ʻoe o Kaʻu a i ʻike ʻole ʻoe ia Kaʻuloa, ʻaʻohe no ʻoe i ʻike ia Kaʻu.
If you have been around Kaʻu and have not seen Kaʻu loa, you have not seen the whole of
the district.
Kaʻuloa and Waiʻōhinu were two stones, wife and husband, that stood in a kukui grove
on the upper side of the road between Naʻalehu and Waiʻōhinu. With the passing of time,
these stones gradually sand until they vanished completely into the earth. After Kaʻuloa
was no longer seen, Palahemo was substituted as the chief point of interest. (Pukui
1983:1257)
Ka ua Haʻao o Waiʻōhinu.
The Haʻao rain of Waiʻōhinu.
A poetical expression in reference to Waiʻōhinu in Kaʻū, Hawaiʻi. The Haʻao rain comes
down from the mountain in columns to Waiʻōhinu. It is mentioned in songs and chants of
Kaʻū. (Pukui 1983:1550)
Ka wai naʻuke poʻo o Kaha.
The water of Kaha that removed head lice.
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The water of Kaha is in Waiʻōhinu, Kaʻu. The chief Keouakuahuʻula once discovered
that he had head lice on his head. Not wanting others to know, he went to Kaha where he
washed his head and had the pests removed. (Pukui 1983:1659)
O Waiʻōhinu aku ia kahi o ka maiʻa pala.
That is Waiʻōhinu, where ripe bananas are.
A Kaʻū saying meaning that one is in for bad luck. To see bananas while on a fishing or
business trip was an omen of failure. From the story of twin brothers who were climbing
a hill. The strong brother climbed on while the weaker one sat and cried. The older
looked down and said “cry, baby, cry! Go to Waiʻōhinu to eat ripe bananas.” (Pukui
1983:2546)
Methods
The methods conducted for this research project were historical research and
ethnographic interviews. Books included Native Planters (Handy & Pukui 1991), Heiau
of the Island of Hawaiʻi (Stokes 1991), Place Names of Hawaiʻi (Elbert & Pukui 1974),
The Polynesian Family System in Kaʻū (Handy & Pukui 1972), and ʻŌlelo Noʻeau
(Pukui 1983). Other sources included Hawaiian language newspapers, Land Commission
Awards, Native Testimonies, Native Register Boundary Certificates (volume 8, page
661), United States Geological Survey maps, Register maps, Boundary Commission
Testimonies, and Indices of Awards. My interview participants were Kaʻū kamaʻāina
Nohea Kaʻawa, Shalan Crysdale, and John Replogle.
Results
Ethnographic interviews
Ethnographic interviews were conducted with the following individuals; Nohea
Kaʻawa, Shalan Crysdale, and John Replogle. Information gathered was either historical
or oral history passed down to them or their personal experiences and connections to the
ahupuaʻa of Waiʻōhinu.
Ahupuaʻa o Waiʻōhinu
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On July 24, 2014 the Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program students met with Nohea
Kaʻawa, Shalan Crysdale, John Replogle and Bobby Camara at the Waiʻōhinu park
before departing on a daylong huakaʻi in the ahupuaʻa of Waiʻōhinu. We were blessed
with a slight drizzle before our departure and Nohea shared that the rain of Hāʻao is
particular rain which comes down in columns symbolic of how Keoua’s army marched.
Kamilo
As we headed down toward Kamilo Nohea explained that on the coastline of
Kamilo there are two distinct areas; one being Kamilo pae aliʻi which is the cliffy side
were the water is really rough and the other being Kamilo pae kanaka, which is the sandy
area where water is subtle and rough because of the reef. When voyagers died out at sea,
if you were an aliʻi your body would wash on the rougher side of Kamilo and if you were
a commoner your body would wash on the more subtle side. Not too many people could
retrieve a body of an aliʻi.

Figure 1. Kamilo pae alii on the left and Kamilo pae kanaka on the right.
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Nohea shared that the Kamilo stretch has an abundant strand of native coastal
plants in one area. The only real threat to the native coastal plants here are the sour bush
and fountain grass, although they’re not much of a threat because the state is working on
controlling these invasive species. Since Kamilo a remote area, not many other species
can survive down there, so for the most part, the natives are fairly protected.

Figure 2. Abundant strand of native coastal plants.

Lua Nunu
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The next spot we visited on our huakaʻi was Lua Nunu Cave. John expressed how
he doesn't take many people to this specific ʻana or cave since it is significant to him. The
name of the cave is Lua Nunu and it sits on State land. As far as John remembers, the
cave remains to look the same, although he believes that it was once in better condition
during ancient times but due to earthquakes and time it probably incurred some damage.
In ancient times it is believed that the cave was used for refuges during the time of Keoua
and Kamehameha. It was used as a home during the time of the wars. John explained that
part of the raiding was not so much. “I'm gonna take your watch and go back to Kauaʻi,
but more I'm gonna take your women, children, cut down the coconut trees, burn the
homes, now all the kane are in disarray.”
While exploring the cave, John explained that people basically stayed in the
central area on the interior side of the wall, where there are still sleeping/living platforms,
ledges, fireplaces, and ashes. Some platforms being hallow with a fireplace being bellow
still having extensive ash remnants. John shared that if enemy soldiers came down there,
when entering the doorway their silhuete would make an easy target. Some people would
hide and others would stand on the second wall and could throw rocks on the enemies
and hit them with slings, and poke them with spears, not necessarily killing but hurting
them. Because there was only one way in and one way out, it made the cave such a good
fortress.
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Figure 4. Large wall in Lua Nunu with Lyle as scale (5’10”).

John shared that he has never found human bones in the cave, and there are no
accounts in the literature of any being discovered in this area. However, many artifacts
were discovered in the cave including adzes, stone implements, and old mats.
Unfortunately, the cave has been looted and robbed years ago, so the cultural resources
have been impacted.
Hāʻao
The water that feeds Waiʻōhinu, Discovery Harbor, and Ka Lae comes from the
springs of Hāʻao. Hāʻao is made of five springs; Hāʻao, Waiakailio, Waiakahoaliʻi,
Mauʻoliʻoli, and Kapuna. Three of the springs are capped and have black pipes running
from them. Water is very abundant and is continuously flowing.

299

Figure 5. Haʻao spring.

The research uncovered that there were several historical references regarding the
water source (Handy & Pukui 1991:587). However, due to our limited time in the field I
was unable to gather all the information I wanted to from the ethnographic interviews.
Discussion/Reflection
The overall information gathered from this research project shows that the water
sources within Waiʻōhinu are still very much abundant. From ancient times till today the
source of water is still being used not only for the ahupuaʻa of Waiʻōhinu, but also for
Discovery Harbor, and Ka Lae. To do preliminary research of the area you plan on
researching is very important in order to get a better understanding of how the place is.
As mentioned in the introduction, the source of freshwater is very precious especially in
the ʻāina of Kaʻū.
From doing my research I discovered several different moʻolelo and historical
references regarding the water of Waiʻōhinu from the time of Pīkoi to the time of the
sugar plantation era. I learned that from this research project it takes time to gather
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information either from historical interviews or ethnographic interviews, and due to our
limited time I wasn’t able to acquire all the knowledge I wanted to.
This research project has definitely brought up more research questions regarding
the water use within Waiʻōhinu. For the past seven years I’ve been fortunate to have been
apart of a stream restoration project testing the water quality, water velocity, and stream
habitat within the stream systems in Waipiʻo. With knowing how important the source of
freshwater is, I have made it my kuleana to educate those in the community, especially
the younger generation, with the different moʻolelo and historical information regarding
the ʻāina and waters of Waiʻōhinu. Water gives every living life and that is why it is so
important to protect our freshwater sources and to spread the word to the community to
protect our water sources while we still have them.
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NĀ WAHI PANA O HĪLEA
Lyle Auld, Hawaiʻi Community College
On July 22, 2014, the Wahi Kūpuna Internship Program cohort, He Lua ‘Ole
Mauna Loa, of Kauwela 2014, had the opportunity to link up with Kaʻū kamaʻāina,
Shalan Crysdale and John Replogle of The Nature Conservancy along with Nohea
Kaʻawa of the Department of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW), to tour the ahupuaʻa of
Hīlea Iki and Hīlea Nui. My kuleana for this excursion was to document the time we
shared with Nohea, John, and Shalan, and to gather as much information on Kaʻū, in
particular, the wahi pana of Hīlea, Kauwā, Kaʻiholena, Kūmauna, Pāneʻeneʻe, Makanau,
Kohaʻikalani, and ʻImakakaloa Heiau.
Hīlea village, on the coastline at Kauwā beach, was the first place we stopped in
the ahupuaʻa. This beach is also spelled Kauwā, Kauā, Kaawa, Kawā (N. Kaʻawa,
personal communication). This beach is a well-known surf spot and camping area. Once
getting out of the vehicles, we crossed a fresh water pond that flows out into the ocean.
The water from this pond was cool and was likely a major water source for the village of
Hīlea in the past. From the shoreline, looking towards the mountain, one can see the
forest reserve and all the puʻu on the slope of Mauna Loa. The green grass along the
mountainside during our visit was evidence of a rainy season and a healthy ʻāina.
As we walked across the shoreline, some body boarders were making ready for a
surf session despite the normal windy conditions. We crossed another small river outlet
and then took a short walk to Keʻekū Heiau. As I entered the heiau I realized that I had
only passed an exterior wall and that I would have to walk through yet another small
corridor that led into the main temple area where the altar was. The stones that were used
for the floor had a lot of olivine and were laid with such precision. Keʻekū was used as a
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luakini heiau and the kauwā that inhabited this area were used as sacrifices. Kauwā were
the untouchables or outcasts (N. Kaʻawa, personal communication).

Keʻekū Heiau at Kauwā Bay in the ahupuaʻa of Hīlea
The only ʻōlelo noʻeau located that references the area of Hīlea was, Hele i Hīlea i
kalo ʻeka ʻeka, Go to Hīlea of the dirty kalo. This saying is associated with the following
story from (Pukui 1983:1030). The chief Kohaʻikalani, wanted to see what kind of kalo
was being produced in his lands of Kaʻū. Word was sent out to all the villages to bring a
sample of their poi for the chief to try. The poi of Hīlea village was dirty and the ones
who prepared the poi were put to death. Nohea Kaʻawa shared that the people knew that
the chief would be angry with the dirty poi but they did not like Kohaʻikalani, so putting
dirt in the poi was a way to show disobedience and retaliation.
Later that day we headed mauka where Nohea told us stories of the ancient
Hawaiians as she drove through the quiet town of Pāhala, slowly making her way along
the old cane road. She mentioned Paʻao and his arrival from Tahiti and how the aku and
ʻopelu followed the canoes up from the South Pacific, calming the waters, which allowed
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the canoes to sail smoothly. With Paʻao, came the kapu system and the royal chiefly lines
of the Pacific. Paʻao’s arrival changed life in ancient Hawaiʻi with the introduction of
luakini heiau and the kapu system.
We drove into an area known as ʻAikoʻolua, where John told us a story of
Kohaʻikalani, who was a chief in Kaʻū that worked his people hard. He had chosen Puʻu
Makanau as the site of his next temple to build and wanted to dedicate it to the gods to
increase his mana.

Kahaʻikalani required all men of the district to help in the

construction of the heiau and to carry the rocks from several miles away, at Koloa beach
in Ninole. Laborers were not allowed to speak during the construction and if a stone was
dropped, it could not be picked up. The people retaliated by tricking Kohaʻikalani to help
push a huge ʻōhiʻa log up a steep hill. The workers all made as if the log was impossible
to move unless Kohaʻikalani put his mana filled hand upon the log. When the chief
touched the log, the workers pulled it, and when he removed his hand the workers
stopped pulling so the chief believed he was powerful enough to push the log up the puʻu.
Kohaʻikalani continued to help until the kahuna gave the signal to let go of the ropes and
the cruel chief was crushed to death by the fallen log. An ʻōlelo noʻeau that I found
relative to this incident was Kaʻū ʻāina kipi, Kaʻū land of rebels. The Kaʻū residents were
loyal to their chiefs but if mistreated for too long, they would stand against the chief and
kill him. The people knew that a chiefs strength comes from his followers.

304

Kohaikalani Puʻu in the ahupuaʻa of Hīlea
As we continued up mauka, Nohea pointed out the borders of the different
ahupuaʻa around us as we drove past the Searle property. As we made our way to
Kaʻiholena or the lands of Kūmauna, Nohea told us of the legendary ʻIholena banana
patch that Kū and Kanaloa planted. And to our surprise the patch was still thriving, even
through all of the sugar plantation years.
John shared a story about the rain god of this area named Kūmauna who was
Pele’s half brother. Kūmauna wanted to grow bananas but needed permission from Pele.
She gave her blessing but her only rule was that the first harvest must go to her. Kūmauna
grew his ʻIholena banana patch and at harvest time he called out to Pele to come and get
her share. He was unable to find Pele so Kūmauna ate the first fruit and right after he bit
the banana, Pele appeared and turned him into a huge stone, the Kūmauna stone.
John explained that the Kūmauna stone was treated like a shrine where the sick
would go and pray to it, or if there was a drought one bring ʻopelu and hit the stone with
it to appease the rain god. If one did not have the proper fish, the ʻopelu grass was used as

305

a substitute offering. Kūmauna’s other form was that of a dog, and it is said that if one
gets lost in the forest, the dog will come to your aid and lead you out to safety. John also
said that reverence is required in this area, too much noise will cause the rains to come.

Patch of ʻIholena maiʻa that still stands at the base of Kūmauna today
John told us that in 1917, the field manager Jonny Searle, shot the Kūmauna stone
after hunting. He said, “I will show these Hawaiians that it is all superstition”, and pulled
out his rifle and shot the stone, breaking part of it off. Some people from the hunting
party took off in fear and it is said by the time he got back to his house, the mountains
was thundering and a heavy downpour caused a flood, washing the Kūmauna stone away
and also bringing other boulders down into the pastures. Jonny Searle almost got washed
away in the flood but was saved by his wife.
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The Nature Conservancy Chalet, located at Kaʻiholena
As we made our way up the river to Pāneʻeneʻe falls, John described the different
landmarks, ridges, puʻu, plants and tributaries in the area. Due to the recent rain,
Pāneʻeneʻe was flowing and the water was clean, cold and refreshing. John shared that
Pāneʻeneʻe was a favored swimming hole of Kūmauna and having the river close to his
banana patch was beneficial. This water source is one of three main springs that feed the
south eastern side of Kaʻū. Nanuamaia and Palimoku are the two rivers that join together
to become Hīlea River downstream.

View of Pāneʻeneʻe Falls from a distance.
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Pāneʻeneʻe Falls and pond located on Kūmauna Puʻu in Hīlea Ahupuaʻa
Makanau or Makanao, was first built by Kohaʻikalani and used as a luakini heiau.
This heiau, along with Keʻekū Heiau at Kauwā, and Punaluʻu Nui Heiau at Punaluʻu,
made up the three major points of worship (N. Kaʻawa, personal communication). This
flat plateau makes an excellent observation point because of the coastal views and one
could see trouble coming from miles away. Makanau was also used for cultivation of
mamaki, naneliau, and nine different types of banana. Over time the heiau was converted
to a healing heiau and even a catholic church at one time. The entire floor of the heiau
was ʻiliʻili and remnants of these little stones can still be found today. I spoke to a few
hunters who have ventured to Makanau, and they shared that their hunting dogs react
differently when near the heiau. Dogs will howl or obake howl at the trees as if scared or
threatened.
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John Replogle shares moʻolelo about Makanau Heiau
The last wahi we went to was ʻImakakaloa or ʻImakakoloa Heiau, which
functioned as a hula temple where offerings were made to the goddess Laka. The name of
this heiau is not to be confused with the rebel chief of Puna that was sacrificed in
Kamaoa. During our visit, over growth of weeds was apparent, but the exterior walls
were still visible. When Nohea and Shalan did an inspection of the interior of the heiau,
they came across the interior walls and an altar platform.

Nohea Kaʻawa and John Replogle take us to ʻImakakoloa Heiau
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The Nature Conservancy maintains the grounds periodically with herbicide, but other
then that the area is leased to ranchers. Nohea also noted that on a summer solstice, the
sun can be seen setting behind Kimo Point when standing on the heiau.
Spending time with John, Shalan, and Nohea and listening to all their stories and
knowledge that they shared makes me feel very lucky. To visit the cultural sites and to
actually be there and see with my own eyes the history of my people, was priceless. I
have bathed under the falls of Pāne`ene`e and played in the shore break of Kauwā. These
experiences will give me more understanding and respect about our ancient Hawaiian
ancestors and also strengthens my piko to this ʻāina, Kaʻū, and Hawaiʻi.
In conclusion, I feel we must protect these cultural sites and pass on the moʻolelo,
or stories, to our youth. New ʻōlelo noʻeau must be made of not only these places, but
everywhere. We must educate the community and our outside visitors so that this
knowledge is perpetuated and the generations that come after us will be a stronger and
more secure Hawaiʻi.
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